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MARCH - APRIL 2025 
 

Issue  236  

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE DUTCH  

SOCIETY CONCORDIA - HUNTER REGION NSW 

Concordia is a Dutch - Australian Social  Club - Established in 1957 

The Netherlands. 
One of the many peaceful 
places in the country side. 



2 

 

DUTCH SOCIETY  - CONCORDIA - EXECUTIVE MEMBERS:  2024 -  2025  

President: Antonia Somerville 

Vice-President: Joop de Wit 
Phone:  

Treasurer: Matthew Wolthers
Phone:   0412 524 314  
emai l :  concordianewcast le@bigpond.com  

Secretary & Editor: Joop de Wit 
Phone:  

CONCORDIA  COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  2024 -  2025  

Jopie Ryan 0417  194  119  Wendy Vanson 4959  2327  

Mary King 4955  6451  Lucia Reynders ‭0484‭679‭178 ‭ 

Ingrid Thomas 0429  861  549   ‭‭ 

Ann Beckers     0448  311  147  Joop de Wit  Federation  Representative 

CO N CO R D I A  I N F O R M AT I O N  CO R N E R  

NEWSLETTER OF THE DUTCH 
 

 SOCIETY “

Editor: Mr Joop de Wi t , 24 Gertrude Street, Cardiff South NSW 2285  
Phone: (02) 4954  5227  Mob i le 0412  671848  

email: concordianewcastle@bigpond.com  

DUTCH EMBASSY CANBERRA 
A.C.T.  -  Ambassador:  
Mrs Ardi Stoios-Braken 

Empire Circuit - Yarralumla ACT 2600 - Canberra. 
(02) 6220 9400  - Fax (02) 6273 3206 Email: can-cdp@minbuza.nl  

Website: www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/countries/australia 

DUTCH CONSULATE GENERAL 
SYDNEY N.S.W. Consul-General: 

Mr Hugo Maarten KLIJN 
Deputy Consul-General  

Ms Meike de JONG 

Netherlands Consulate-General in Sydney - Level 23, Tower 2,  
Westfield Bondi Junction - 101 Grafton Street  

(corner Grosvenor Street)  Bondi Junction NSW 2022  
Postal address: PO Box 261 - Bondi Junction  NSW  1355.  

Tel: (02) 9387 6644 Fax: (02) 9387 3962 - email: syd@minbuza.nl 

Any of the above information, wrong or out of date, please contact the editor at your earliest convenience,  
we will be able to change or make an immediate alteration in the general interest of our members. 

 

DISCLAIMER: This Concordia news is produced as an information service only without assuming responsibility.  
It is intended for information sharing and general purposes only. Views expressed in articles and letters printed are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policy of Concordia. Any advice offered or given 
should not be relied on as a substitute for professional advice. Concordia is completely neutral, does not belong to 

any religious or political organisation and only acts in the general & neutral interests of our current members.  
 

Concordia geeft onpartijdig nieuws, zonder gebonden te zijn aan enige staatkundige partij, kerkelijke richting of 
belangen en gemeenschap, wij werken uitsluitend in dienst van Concordia’s eigen social belang. 

We sure love to meet you at all our functions.  “Gezelligheid kent geen tijd’’  
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From the Secretaries Desk - Joop de Wit  
 

A mazingly the new year 2025 is well underway. Remember it only 
comes once, let’s enjoy life, each and every day while we are still 

able to do so. Concordia has become an integral part of our lives for 
many years. Firstly, I would like to thank all those beautiful people that 
were so kind and generous to me at our last Christmas function which, 
as usual, was a huge success.   

A beautiful decorated room full of happy people, all appreciating  
Concordia’s efforts during the past 12 months. It has given a new  
meaning to the word ‘happiness’. All the faces were beaming like little  
children in remembering the day’s of old. You should see it when our  
St. Nicholas made his grand entry into our private room accompanied 
by his helper Piet. It was a delightful experience that was captured on 
many phones, cameras and other data equipment. It made us feel so 
good to experience this special event, now for the past 3 years.  
 

We had a small number of members & visitors who could not make it 
to the last Christmas function, mostly for health reasons. Perhaps a bit of 
a Godsend as we would have trouble  accommodating all those that were 
officially booked. Time to remind our members that we are bound by rules 
and regulations as set by the Cardiff RSL. Some of our visitors are a little 
fragile, some a little slower and a few have a walker in order to move 
around. In case of a calamity we need to evacuate very quickly. Now you 
know it’s a safety aspect for all our Concordia functions at every booking.  
 

Talking about the Cardiff RSL, on behalf of the committee and  
members, a heartfelt “THANKS” to the RSL including the Eastern Tiger 
Restaurant. You have been looking after our Dutch community for the 
past 34 years. We are eternally grateful to the RSL for their kindness and 
great service.  
 

On another subject, receiving the Concordia newsletter with an  
address label in various colours is fine. If the address label is printed in 

RED INK, this is a serious reminder that you are overdue! 
 

Bring your family or friends on Saturday the 29th March, bookings 
for this event is a must. Our entertainment is by our very well known 
Michael Montgomery and Joop. Don’t miss it! 

Please keep the sunny side,    Joop 
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From the Presidents Desk - Toni Somerville    
 

Dear Readers, another year has begun as I write my small part for the 
Concordia’s newsletter. What will this year bring us, I suspect the same as 
last year. Some good and some sad things. I hope you enjoyed Christmas 
with your family and/or friends and that 2025 has started off well for you 
and everyone you care about. Best wishes to all for a happy, healthy and 
safe year. 
 

The tables at our Christmas function looked beautiful, thanks to Jopie 

Ryan, so much work goes into the decorations. It was lovely to meet 
guests and to see members who have been unable to come to functions 
for some time. 
 

St Nicholas, Terry Moonen and Piet, Joop's daughter-in-law, Jib came  
after lunch and happily posed for photos with members. Thank you very 
much Sint and Piet, we love it when you visit us. Piet handed out small 
bags of kruidnootjes, spiced nuts, a special St Nicholas treat. Everyone 
was also given a pen with a light and special nib to use on your mobile, a 
Christmas gift in appreciation of your constant support at functions. 
 

Sincere condolences to the family of John Peschar who passed away at 
the age of 96.  John hoped to attend the September function but he was 
not well. May cherished memories bring comfort. 
 

Committee member, Gerda Wood has resigned from the Committee due 
to health reasons. Thank you for your years in the Committee. We will 
miss you, Gerda, and wish you all the very best. 
 

Harry van der Wyst surprised the Committee with a banketstaaf each. 
Thank you very much Harry and Margaret, so delicious. 
 

Thank you to the kind members who donated a raffle prize, grocery 
items that were donated for baskets and to members who donated extra 
when paying for lunch. I say it often that we have very generous members, 
we really appreciate it as it offsets our expenses. A special thank you to my 
sister and Committee member, Ingrid Thomas, Nicky, who helps me so 
much at our functions. 
 

Michael Montgomery will entertain us for the first half of the function 
on March 29. Michael is a well-known, fantastic singer and entertainer.  
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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It will be 70 years this March, when my parents were advised that  
8 places in 2 cabins could be reserved for them and their 6 children on the 
M.S. Sibajak leaving Rotterdam on a Friday 13-5-1955. The fare paid by my 
parents was 101.30  gui lders . The Australian Government paid 8,300.00 

guilders. During the late 1940sh and 1950sh many immigrants arrived in 
Australia looking for a better life after  war-torn Europe. Since settling in 
the Newcastle area and becoming a member of Concordia I have often 
spoken to members about their first few years here. It is so interesting to 
hear these stories and like our family their first years were just as difficult.  
 

Please join us on March 29  for another gezellige function, meet up with 
your friends, an all you can eat lunch, listen to Michael and after interval 
Joop will entertain us. All for just $20.00  pp Just don’t miss it! 

Wishing you all a happy family Easter, stay safe and well. Toni. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Maarten van Rossem is een Nederlandse historicus, presentator en sociaal  
commentator deed mee aan ‘dry januari’ om een maand lang geen alcohol te  

gebruiken. Jaren is hij een alcoholist geweest: Ik dronk 7 glazen wijn per dag. In 2005 
ben ik acuut gestopt met drinken. Ik werd toen aan mijn hartklep geopereerd  en  

alcohol gaat slecht samen met ritme stabiliserende medicijnen. Nu drink ik af en toe 
een glas witte wijn. Wat mij het meeste opvalt: je houdt ontzettend veel tijd over als je 
niet drinkt. Ik sta niet meer slap te ouwehoeren op lullige partijtjes tot drie uur s ’nachts 

en heb extra tijd om te lezen en schrijven. Ik kan het iedereen aanraden. Editor  
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Marriage can be like a deck of cards,  

in the beginning all you need is two hearts and a diamond,  

In the end, you wish you had a club and a spade... 

U i t  d e  O u d e  D o o s   —   Memories of yesteryear 

Wishing you all a Happy  

Belated 
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`Saying ‘dead’ is so uncool! 
Now we refer to it as being 

‘uploaded to the cloud.’ 

Joop in his 
Dutch garb  

in 1985 
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Nederlands Nieuws iedere dag 12:30pm - SBS channel 35 

Mobile phones bring you closer to people who are far away! 
But take away from those who sit next to you.  

Sending all our readers a Valentine’s Day special greeting. 
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It’s all Dutch en heel lekker 
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Your Invite for the next MARCH function 

Your special invite for Saturday 29 th March 
 

Concordia Presents a special  first cosy afternoon for 2025.   
 
 
 

Michael Montgomery will entertain us the first part of our 
program, followed by Joop's entertainment - second part.  

Don’t miss it!  Bring your family and all your friends. 
 
 

 

Anyone is welcome - Booking essential – Enjoy our show  

 

Join us  for an all you can eat  Banquet, followed by our entertainment  
 
 

(Please book early, yes, it is essential for the Cardiff RSL and the restaurant)  
 

Please pay at the door, only  $20 .00 pp for an all you can eat  
Eastern Tiger banquet, followed by a cosy sentimental afternoon.

Having a RED address label on this issue?  

You are 8 months overdue in membership 

Sorry, this could well be your last issue, please check ! Why not join Concordia! 
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My 2025  New Years wishes for you…. 
12 months of Happiness - 52 weeks of laughter - 365 days of success 

8,760 hours of good health - 526,600 minutes of blessings 

31,536,000 seconds of joy - And its already 2 months in the new year!   

Get well soon &   

On the display is says: 
George Broekhuysen. 

Continental Food Lines 
Delfts Blue Souvenirs 
Books, Cigars, Garden 

Seeds, Gero Silver. 

Most of you will remember the first Dutch 

Shop of George Broekhuysen at 645 

Pittwater Road - Dee Why. This was  

a very famous shop to buy some of your 

favourite Dutch ‘heimwee’ items.  

My neighbours complain about me groaning 

too loud during lovemaking in the morning. 

If they only knew I was just trying to get my 

socks on!!! 

We sure need to laugh more! 
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STAMPPOT  met  Rookworst  
ZUURKOOL -  Rookworst  

spek en kaant jes 
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Come and join us for a great day with your family and friends. 
 

Saturday 29th March, let’s celebrate the start of a brand new Year 
   

VENUE: CARDIFF RSL - Everyone is welcome. 

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  h i g h w a y  t o  H e l l  
 

a n d  o n l y  a  s t a i r w a y  t o  H e a v e n  
 

S a y s  a  l o t  a b o u t  a n t i c i p a t e d  t r a f f i c  n u m b e r s  
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Special dates for your Australian calendar -  2025  

Public School Holidays NSW  2025    

Saturday 12th  Apri l  2025 
Monday 28th Apri l  2025   

Autumn vacation  

Saturday 6th  July 2025 
Monday 21st Ju ly 2025   

Winter vacat ion  

Saturday 20th  September  2025 
Monday 13th October  2025  

Spring vacat ion  

Saturday 20th  December  2025 
Monday 26th January  2026 

Summer Vacat ion  

Here are the public holidays in New South Wales for 2025:  
 

• Good Friday: Friday, 18 April 

• Easter Saturday: Saturday, 19 April 

• Easter Sunday: Sunday, 20 April 

• Easter Monday: Monday, 21 April 

• Anzac Day: Friday, 25 April 

• King's Birthday: Monday, 9 June 

• Labour Day: Monday, 6 October 

• Christmas Day: Thursday, 25 December 

• Boxing Day: Friday, 26 December 

• New Years Eve: Wednesday 31 December 
 

CO N CO R D I A   
F U N C T I O N S  2025  

C A R D I F F  R S L   
 

I m p o r t a n t  D a t e s :  
 

Saturday  29th March  

Saturday  31st  May  

Saturday  26th July  

Saturday  27th September  

Saturday  20th December  
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Is being in your 80s considered elderly? 
 

If you are 80 or over and reading this, you are not only elderly you are  
remarkable. Do you realize how amazing it is after the lives we have lived 
in a very different country far away from where we came from, to be in 
your 80’s  or even older and to be able to live a normal life of any type. 
 

Sure most of us are much older, but we are not always living in a bubble, 
totally taken care of. How many of us can say that? I have the answer, just 
about zero unless you are a billionaire, I doubt if there are any of you who 
are reading the Concordia newsletter, if not, let me know hahaha! 
 

So yes, obviously being in your 80s or  90s -  is considered elderly which of 
course is no longer used as a term or a way of saying who or what  
someone is. This is 2025  for Gods sake, are we so hung up to think or say, 
he or she is elderly. 
 

Elderly has the connotation of someone who can hardly take care of 
themselves, is falling over, can’t think straight. Well, is everything fading 
in your 80’s? Absolutely, but lets dump the designation of elderly and call 
those in their 80’s  and upward, the Emeritus Generation.  
 

They should get a special designation just for getting that far. Of course 
this is not 100  years ago when 80  was an astounding feat, but still it is not 
the norm. That means being in your 80s  is pretty special, especially if you 
are a man who on average die younger than women. Yes, I am elderly, yes, 
I dumped it, and we are here to celebrate it, see you all on Saturday 29th 

March in the Cardi f f  RSL  celebrating another milestone. Editor 

Queen Maxima visiting an aged care facility in NL Mia & Jan entertaining us as  
Andre Rieu and Mirusia during 

one of our past functions. 

https://www.quora.com/Is-82-considered-elderly
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We plan for our births, we plan for our weddings,  
but we shy away from the end of our lives?  

 

Thinking about your passing starts with a conversation with yourself  

Not all angels are in heaven,  
me for example, I’m working on this newsletter!  

Joop wi l l  be on leave  

t i l l  15th March 
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Services 
 

With over 30 years experience in the business, we know our stuff. Lakeside gas 
fridges aims to provide reliable, efficient and quality services to all our customers.  
 

Call out Service 
Can’t‭get‭to‭us?‭No problems! We will happily come to you. Call or email us for a quote. 
 

Additional Services 
As authorised warranty agents for most of the major brands in the industry we 
pride ourselves on being able to provide a range of warranty services and repairs.  

We are agents for the following brands: 
 

•  Dometic  
•  Thetford  
•  Chescold 
•  Engel  
•  Consul  
•  Electrolux 
•  Suburban 
•  Evakool  
•  Waeco 
•  Truma 
•  Swif t  
•  Aircommand 
•  Suburban 
 

Can’t see the brand of your appliance here?  
Give us a call to see what we can do for you!    

Contact Us  

Opening Hours: 
 

Monday:  8am -  4pm  
Tuesday:  8am -  4pm  
Wednesday:  8am -  4pm  
Thursday:  8am -  4pm  
Friday:  8am -  4pm  
Saturday:  Closed 
Sunday:  Closed 
 

Phone: 02 4958 6652  
Mobile:  0435 447  005  
 

Email: gasfridges@gmail.com 
 

Website: 
www.lakesidegasfridges.com.au 
 

Address:  
511 Lake Road - Argenton 2284 

Caravan, Camping   

 

and Marine Appliance  

 

Repair Specialists 

 

Caravan Air  condi t ioning  

    Repairs  & Sales  

Caravan Hot  Water  Sales & Services  

Caravan Oven Sales & Services  

Caravan LPG Safety  Inspect ions  
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Christmas Function 2024, another great afternoon  

The story of OUR Australia. 
 It's the story of me. It's the story of 

you. It's the story of us. 
  

In parts it’s painful, in parts it’s raw, 
in others it's beautiful  
inspiring great awe. 

 

It tells of many people from far and 
wide and those who’ve been here  

since the beginning of time.  
 

It brings us together and tears us 
apart. We all have our views  

so where do we start? 
 By listening to each other  

and in sharing our part.  
 

We are ALL part of this great story. 
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Our love for Concordia is a combination of... Respect,  
Friendship, Understanding, Communication and Companionship. 

Therefore your Concordia friendship is like a bank account 
You cannot continue to draw on it without making a deposit. 
Time to pay or make a donation, every extra is very welcome.. 
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Age doesn’t bother me, only the side effects I should worry about 
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We have a remedy for most issues with different results 
 

A 63-year-old woman visited the emergency room, where she was attended 
to by a young, inexperienced doctor. After approximately three minutes in the 
examination room, the doctor informed her that she was pregnant.  
 

In a state of shock, she exited the room and sprinted down the corridor, 
screaming. An older physician intervened, inquiring about her distress. After 
hearing her account, he reassured her and guided her to a separate room for 
comfort. 
 

The older doctor then proceeded to confront the young doctor in his office. 
"What were you thinking?" he questioned sternly. "This woman is 63 years 

old, has two adult children, and several grandchildren. How could you tell her 
she is pregnant?" 
 

The young doctor, still focused on his clipboard, replied without looking up,  
 

“Does she still have the hiccups?" 

Keeping Dutch New Years Eve traditions 
alive in Australia is my dear Dutch friend 

Walter. As in our family the men folk did the 
appelflappen. Insert Walter’s daughter - K.P. 

Kaas uit het vuistje 

My friends say I am getting fatter,  
 

in my own defence, I’ve had a lot on my plate lately…. 
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Everyone makes mistakes in life, but that doesn't  
 

mean they have to pay for them the rest of their life.  
 

Sometimes good people make bad choices. It doesn't  
 

mean they are bad, it means they are human.  

Na een rijk en dienstbaar leven is op 96  jarige leeftijd overleden  
onze vader, schoonvader, opa en Life Member van Concordia. 

 

Dr. Adriaan Johannes  “John”  PESCHAR OAM 
 

Late of Newcastle -  formerly of the Netherlands. 
His wife Pamela of 62 years pre-deceased  John. Mourning the loss are 
his children Mandy & Frank Ryan, Kristen & Paul Martin. Beloved 

Opa of William, Sasha, Jaime, Elise & Phoebe. They miss him dearly. 
 

A memorial service was held at Christ Church Cathedral  
Tuesday 17th December 2024 .  

  

Het bestuur en leden van Concordia betuigen aan John’s familie  
onze innige deelneming in het verwerken van dit verlies. 

Good Friday Crucifixion 
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Anyone celebrating a special event like  Anniversary, Birthday or 

other Special Occasion during the next 3 months.  

Concordia wishes you a special time with family and friends.  

Our sincere congratulations from your Concordia Family.  

“Moge zij leve lang hoera hoera” 

Vol verwachting klopt ons hart wie de koek krijgt, wie de gard 

No Henry, no single journey to Spain 

Nel had a great time, 
after all she is related  

to St. Nicholas. 
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Gevouwen handen zijn sterker dan gebalde vuisten.  

Earth’s saddest  day                 
and gladdest  day  

   were just  3 day’s  apart !  

All the way from Nelson Bay 

Yes, we are from the Central Coast 

I am from Spain 
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Please book your seats for the next Concordia Function. 
Saturday 29th March 2025 , Cardiff RSL  

Our guest artist is Michael Montgomery - Joop will do part  2 .  

Bookings are taken after 15th March as Joop is having a break. 

Help the Easter Bunny finds his basket 
For the chi ldren…..or…. . those that  are  young at  heart ! !  

Yes, we are all facing a cost of 
living crisis, even Concordia is 

feeling the brunt. There are 
around 20 members that have 
not renewed their membership 

this year. Could you please check 
your current status. When you 
receive this latest issue with a 

RED address label  
You are hereby notified….  This is now typical Dutch Generosity 
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A Happy Easter 

Begins  

at  BIBINA 
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Now for  a l itt le  neurological  test :   
O n ly  us e yo u r eyes !  

 

1 -  F i n d  t h e C  in  th e  t ab l e  b el ow !  

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O C O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O  

 2 -  If  you  ha v e  a l rea d y  fo un d  th e C,   
th en  fin d  th e 6  in  th e  tab l e b elo w.  

 

9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999  
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999  
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999  
6999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999  
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999  
9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999  

3 -  N o w  fi nd  th e  N  in  th e  tab l e  b elow .  
A tten ti on,  i t 's  a  l i tt l e  mo r e d i ffic ult !  

M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M N M M  
M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M  
M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M  
M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M  
M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M  

              I f  you pass these three  tests w i thout  problem:  
-  you can cancel  your  annual  vis i t  to  the neurologis t .  

-  your  brain  is  in per fect  shape!  
-  you are far  from having any re la t ionship w i th             

         Alzhe imer's .     

So,  share  th is  with  your over -55  fr iends,   
i t  can reassure them. .  
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Mijn avondklok  waren de lantaarns. Mijn ouders belden mij niet  
 

als ik moest komen, maar riepen mijn naam. Ik speelde buiten en  
 

niet online. En als ik niet at wat de pot schaft, dan at ik niets!  
 

Zijn er nog meer mensen die deze tijd overleeft hebben?  

The bagpiper and the funeral 
 

A s a bagpiper, I was asked by a funeral director to play at a grave-side service 
for a homeless man with no family or friends. The funeral was to be held at a 

cemetery in the country. 
 

As I was not familiar with this part of the country, I got lost; and being a typical 
man didn't stop for directions. I finally arrived an hour late. I spotted a  
backhoe and a crew of two people. The funeral director had evidently gone, 
as the diggers were just eating their lunch and a hearse was nowhere  to be 
seen I started to feel very badly about this. I apologised to the men for being 
late. I went to the side of the grave and looked down. The vault lid was  
already in place. I started to play and the workers gathered around the site.  
I played out my heart and soul for this homeless man. And, as I played  
Amazing Grace, the workers began to weep. I played like I'd never played 
before. Then, after I finished, started to walk to my car as to put away my 
bagpipes, I heard one of the workers say, "Man that was really moving,  
I ain't never seen anything like that before, and I've been putting in  
septic tanks for over twenty years."  

Ladies, if he can’t appreciate your fruit jokes, you need that mango. 
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J e  h o e f t  n i e t  t e  z w e m m e n  i n  h e t  g e l d  
 

M a a r  p o o t j e  b a d e n  v i n d  i k  w e l l  f i j n  

Congratulations to our treasurer Matthew Wolthers 
 

January 2015, just 10 years ago, Matthew offered to take on the 
treasurer's position after Lucia had to resign due to health issues. 

Thank you Mat for an outstanding job during the past 10 years.  

I am sure your mum Emmy would have been so proud of you. Editor 

Volendam special 
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B r e a k i n g  n e w s :   
T h e  e a r t h  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  t h e  s u n !  

T h i s  m i g h t  u p s e t  a  f e w  p e o p l e   
w h o  t h i n k  i t  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  t h e m .  

Old Age comes at a bad time, when you finally know  
 

everything you start to forget everything you know 

I f  you see mama on l ine  or  on  

Facebook 

Tel l  her  that  I  am st i l l  soaking in  

the s ink.  Thanks. . .  
When you leave your cat  too  

long wi th  grandma 

What do you get when you pour hot water down a rabbit hole? A Hot Cross bunny. 
 

What do you get when you cross a bunny with an onion?  A bunion. 
 

What did one coloured egg say to the other? "Heard any good yolks lately?" 
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 De Ol iebol  is  ge lukkig  nog geen punt  van d iscussie in ons land  
 

NOG NIET ! 

I just failed my driving test. When the examiner asked me.. 
 

 “What sign would you expect to see down a narrow country  
 

road?” Apparently ‘fresh eggs for sale’ wasn't the answer. 

Saturday 29th March                                
Cardiff RSL  

Doors open at 11am 

—   Male Vocalist of the year  —  

A career that has taking 
him to more than 26 

countries and counting 

Cost  of  a l l   

you can eat  and  

enter ta inment  

20Dol lars  pp. 

Bookings accepted                                
after 15th March! 

Phone Joop: 4954 5227 
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Our guest artist 

on the 29th  March 2024  
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It doesn't matter how old you are or where you come from 
Manners, Kindness, Respect and Compassion  

will always be the sign of a decent human being.  

Letters to the editor  
It’s‭heart-warming when we receive so many personal messages of thanks 
and good wishes from our readers. I would like to convey, on behalf of the  
committee, a warm thanks to all those that have written to us. Yes, we have 
our first function on Saturday 29th March, just to be together again.  
 

Dear Joop, I just paid my membership today plus a large donation. I am so 
sorry for not being in contact with you for such a long time. I have been going 
through a lot with my health and my son who has stage 4 cancer. Also my 
daughter who is going through a lot as well. Thank you for sending the  
newsletters to my sister and me, we really appreciate it. I hope you are well.  
 

Hi Monica, what a great story about your cruising experience. I totally agree 
with your adventure on the high seas. My experience with cruising comes 

from the 6 years I spend in the Royal Dutch Navy on various warships. Joop  
 

I received lots of personal messages and phone calls during the last few 
weeks, receiving many good wishes, I will need to be over a hundred years 
old before I can stop producing the newsletters. I thank you all for your kind 
words and a number of presents received, its very much appreciated, it also 
encourages me to continue to create happiness amongst my Dutch/Australian 

members of Concordia and Multicultural Choral Society. Thanks for all the  
beautiful words and the positive encouragements received, Joop  

People know your name, not your story. 
T h e y ’v e  h e a r d  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  d o n e ,   

b u t  n o t  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h .  
S o  t a k e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  o f  y o u  w i t h  a  g r a i n  o f  s a l t .  

I n  t h e  e n d ,  i t ’ s  n o t  w h a t  o t h e r s  t h i n k ,   
i t ’ s  w h a t  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  y o u r s e l f  t h a t  c o u n t s .  

Geld is niet alles...  
Je kunt een bed kopen, maar geen dromen. Je kunt een horloge  

kopen, maar geen tijd. Je kunt een boek kopen, maar geen intelligentie 
Je kunt een medicijn kopen maar geen gezondheid. 

 Je kunt alle materiële dingen kopen, maar nooit liefde. Your Editor 
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Tick if this is a new membership    

Tick if this is a renewal                  

Tick if  this is a giftsubscription           

Tick if  this is a donation                

for the period  2024 / 2025 I agree to accept and abide by its constitution 

Mr   Mrs  Miss   Ms  :  

GIVEN NAMES:   

SURNAME:   

DATE(s) OF BIRTH:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY & POSTCODE:  

TELEPHONE Home / Mobile:  

EMAIL address:  

SIGNATURE:  

Annual Fee / Renewal Fee: $  20-00  Couple  

Annual Fee / Renewal Fee: $  10-00  Single Person  

Hereby Cheque/Money order in the amount of:  $.............................. 

 

Send to:  TREASURER DUTCH SOCIETY CONCORDIA P.O. BOX 16, CARDIFF - NSW 2285 -  do not send Cash. 
 

Our Westpac Bank details are: Dutch Society of Concordia BSB: 032-512  Account No: 340048  

Please send us an email to let us know you’ve paid directly into our account. 
 

No receipt will be issued, only when officially requested & after the relevant bank statements are received. 
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