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Introduction®

After the capitulation of the allied forces in Java on 8 March 1942
(effective the next day) part of the Militaire Luchtvaart KNIL (ML/KNIL,
the Army Aviation Corps of the Royal Netherlands Indies Army) stranded
outside the Netherlands East Indies (NEI) mainly with ferry detachments
in British India and in Australia, the evacuated Depot Vliegtuigafdeeling
(D.VILA., the air transport squadron of the ML) in Australia and with the
evacuated Flying and Observer Schools in Australia. A survey of late
March showed that approximately 620 men remained. In Australia these
remnants were concentrated within the framework of the Royal
Australian Air Force (RAAF). A medium-bomber squadron No 18
Squadron N.E.I. (later addressed to as 18 (N.E.l.) Squadron RAAF) was
established in April 1942. In the United States the instructors, cadre and
students evacuated in the first instance to Australia were, together with
Dutch naval air service personnel evacuated and escaped from the NEI,
concentrated in the Royal Netherlands Military Flying School (RNMFS)
established in May 1942. The RNMFS was to train flying echelons,
reserve pilots and crews and a core of ground personnel for Dutch and
NEI combat squadrons to be established in Ceylon, the United Kingdom
and in Australia. Part of the school was an Operational Training unit
established in February 1943 and equipped with North American Aviation
(NAA) B-25 Mitchell medium-bombers. The two ferry detachments, the
ML Detachment Bangalore and the ML Detachment Archerfield, were to
receive from the U.S.A. and were originally to ferry to Java NAA B-25s.

Within the framework of the RAAF apart from a short lived second
medium-bomber squadron, a Pool unit for the support of the operational
NEI squadrons and a fighter squadron were formed in September,
respectively December 1943. Two Transport Flights were formed in
Brisbane (the N.E.I. Transport Afdeeling Brisbane, Transport Unit
Brisbane) and in Melbourne (the N.E.I. Transport Section Melbourne) in
January 1943, respectively February 1944. One of the main elements of
the Pool unit, the N.E.I. Aircraft & Personnel Pool later called Personnel
& Equipment Pool (P.E.P.), was the so-called Bomber Pool. Initially only



giving refresher courses, this pool became a NAA B-25 Mitchell
Operational Training unit in April 1944 for the ML as well as the RAAF. It
also performed transport tasks, a number of (photographic)
reconnaissance missions and to a limited extent sea reconnaissance
tasks.

The paper looks (from the Dutch side) at the early history of No 18
(N.E.l.) Squadron and its NAA B-25 Mitchell aircraft and Douglas DB-7B
and A-20A Boston aircraft. Besides being a descriptive detailed piece of
military aviation history, the paper has a strong logistical component.
Although operations flown are covered in short the focus is on
organization, personnel and material (equipment) issues. The central
guestion used was: how did the NEI Government in exile establish and
kept operational a medium-bomber squadron, despite the scarcity of
personnel and the difficulties with the procurement of aircraft?

Reqgrouping in Australia

Just before the capitulation of the allied forces in Java a small number of
NEI Government authorities and staff officers of the KNIL including
lieutenant governor-general of the NEI Dr. H. van Mook and generaal-
majoor (GenMaj, major-general) L.H. van Oyen, the Air Officer
Commanding of the dissolved allied Java Air Command and commander
of the ML, were evacuated by transport aircraft to Australia. Early March
already two ML staff officers, Maj (pilot-observer) R. Roos and Kap (pilot-
observer) B.J. Fiedeldij had been posted at RAAF Headquarters in
Melbourne as liaison officers.! Only a few days after his arrival in
Australia Van Oyen, now working from a provisionali Dut ¢ h
Headquartersoin Melbourne, on orders from Van Mook, started an
inventory of the personnel and equipment of the KNIL available in
Australia or en route to Australia with Dutch ships or by air.?2 Van Mook
had appointed Van Oyen as Commandant der Nederlands-Indische
strijdkrachten in Australié (Officer Commanding the Netherlands Indies
forces in Australia). This temporary appointment was affirmed by the
Dutch government in exile in London and on 13 March 1942 Van Oyen
also became Onderbevelhebber Strijdkrachten Oosten (OBSO, deputy
commander-in-chief Dutch and NEI forces in the East). Schout-bij-nacht
(Sbn, rear-admiral) F.W. Coster became his deputy. The Bevelhebber
StrijJdkrachten Oosten (BSO, commander-in-chief Dutch and NEI forces



in the East) was vice-admiral C.E.L. Helfrich in Colombo, Ceylon,
appointed as such by the Dutch government in London on 4 March 1942
already.3

With the evacuated staff officers of the KNIL (including a number of the
ML) Van Oyen also planned the regrouping of the available personnel
and equipment and the transfer to the Australian armed forces or, if not
interested, the American armed forces in Australia of equipment no
longer needed. Proposals were then sent to and instructions were asked
from the BSO and the Dutch government. Part of the regrouping plans
was the formation of a NAA B-25 fescadrilledat Archerfield by further
strengthening of the ML Detachment of originally 43 men already based
there.*

Around 13 March the Netherlands Purchasing Commission (NPC) in
New York received a telegram from Van Oyen stating that he needed 18
B-25 aircraft for an escadrille to be formed in Australia. On 15 March Dr.
Van Mook signalled the Dutch government in exile about the plans to
transfer the evacuated NEI Flying Schools to the U.S.A. He added that
with the personnel in Australia not needed in the U.S.A. a Dutch
escadrille could be manned, to be equipped with 18 B-25 medium-
bombers to be delivered in Australia during March and April which had in
part already arrived. The latter shortly before had been a subject in a
conference with representatives of the Australian government and Chiefs
of Staff and lieutenant-general G.H. Brett, the Commanding General of
the United States Army Forces in Australia (CG USAFIA). The approval
for the plans to establish a B-25 escadrille from London came a few days
later. Van Oyen then arranged for further conferences with Australian
and American authorities.®

The first provisional (incomplete) inventory of the military ground
personnel available in Australia after the capitulation of Java showed: 28
mechanics of the ML, 209 aircraft mechanics of the
Marineluchtvaartdienst (MLD, Dutch naval air service), 100 other ground
personnel (mainly of the Koninklijke Marine, KM, Royal Netherlands
Navy) and 170 men of the KNIL ground forces. Van Oyen received
authorisation by telegram from London to allocate approximately 125
men for the B-25 squadron and the remaining personnel, as far as was
necessary, to a Consolidated Catalina squadron of the MLD (with nine
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aircraft) that was also to be formed. The very first provisional
establishment of the escadrille made up by Kap Fiedeldij showed:
approximately 125 ground personnel (around 80 positions to be filled
with MLD personnel to be seconded to the ML) and approximately 60
flying personnel, including 14 crews of four men each.®
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B.J. Fiedeldij, pictured in 1943 as a LKol, was the project officer for the B-25
escadrille to be formed in Australia from around 13 March 1942 (collection author).

Around 20 March a conference was held between Dr. Van Mook,
GenMaj Van Oyen, LtGen Brett and Air Chief-Marshal (ACM) Sir Charles
S. Burnett (RAF but Chief of Staff RAAF) about the regrouping of the ML
in Australia. Among others, it was agreed that the Dutch would fully man
and equip a squadron of 18 B-25s that would be formed at Archerfield.
The B-25 squadron again was a subject during a conference on 22
March between Van Oyen, LKol C. Giebel (ML/KNIL), major-general R.B.
Lincoln (USAFIA, in charge of all support of the USAAF squadrons in
Australia) and colonel E.S. Perrin (USAFIA, deputy of Lincoln at the time)
about the disposition and destination of the Dutch aircraft destined for
the NEI which were and would be unloaded in Australia or arrive there by
air. It was mentioned that the Dutch in co-operation with the RAAF would
look for another location for the squadron as Archerfield was too busy.
General Van Oyen mentioned that already ten B-25s were in use at
Archerfield. He expected that the final aircraft of the 18 needed would not
become available before mid-April and thought that it would take at least



three months before this first Dutch B-25 squadron would be completely
equipped. Van Oyen confirmed in a letter to Burnett that it was the
intention of the Dutch government to put the squadron under RAAF
operational command when ready.’

The squadron established

No 18 Squadron N.E.I. was established at RAAF Station Canberra
(Fairbairn airfield) on 4 April 1942 as a ML heavy-bomber squadron,
initially without a RAAF personnel component. During its formation and
training period the squadron stood under Dutch command.? GenMaj Van
Oyen sent a draft organisation for the squadron to ACM Burnett on 31
March. Van Oyen sketched the proposed organizational set-up as nine
aircraft in the 1% line with three aircraft as immediate reserve (all
manned) and a further 2" line reserve of another six aircraft of which two
with crews, meaning 14 combat ready aircraft with 14 crews or 28 pilots,
14 wireless operator-air gunners and 14 air gunners. As the latter were
not available Van Oyen asked the RAAF for 14 air gunners and to train
Dutch personnel in this capacity to be able to replace the RAAF air
gunners by Dutch personnel as soon as possible. As nearly all officer
pilots also held the observer license (which included bombardier training)
there would be no need for observers and bombardiers. According to
Van Oyen the proposed organisation and the crew composition had
proven themselves in combat. Van Oyen also advised to put Kap W.F.
Boot, the CO of the ML Detachment Archerfield, in command of the
squadron during the formation and training period. In terms of personnel
strength the proposals specified 176 NEI and 239 RAAF personnel.
Within the operational framework of the RAAF the squadron had to be
largely self-supporting with its own cooks and mess personnel,
maintenance personnel for an encampment, radio operators and radio
mechanics for a radio station etc. as well as a Defence Flight. The former
causing the relatively large number of RAAF personnel asked for.®

Burnett immediately made it clear that a unit organised in this way would
not fit in the RAAF operational structure. This would be necessary as it
had been agreed earlier that (after a training period) the squadron was to
operate under the Dutch flag and as much as possible against targets in
the occupied NEI from the Darwin area as part of a RAAF Area
Command. The RAAF, consequently, did not agree and the proposals
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were sent to the Australian Air Board with an elaborate comment and an
advice to establish the organisation in an amended form. This advice
was largely followed, the RAAF circulatingthei pr ovi si onal
est abl i asiNondDA58 i late April.1° The flying echelon of the
squadron was to be composed of 18 1% line aircraft manned by 18 crews
with another three crews in immediate reserve i.e. 42 pilots, 21 wireless
operator-air gunners and 21 air gunners. The squadron was
administratively established as consisting of 176 NEI personnel and 271
RAAF personnel in the first version of HD-53, which comprised two
separate sub-organizations.!! Fiedeldij had been able to arrange that alll
personnel costs for the RAAF personnel were to be paid by the RAAF.12

No 18 Squadron N.E.I. had already been established when the HD-53
version of the amended organization reached Dutch Headquarters in
Melbourne early May. During April a total of approximately 180 NEI flying
and ground personnel was posted to the squadron using the original
Dutch draft organisation somewhat further refined by Kap Fiedeldij.
Fiedeldij, by then, was posted at the provisional Dutch Headquarters in
Melbourne to take care of the formation of the squadron, including the
necessary coordination with the RAAF. Also Maj Roos was posted at this
combined civilian-military provisional headquarters but remained liaison
officer with the RAAF Hq as well.1* An organizational set-up as No 18
Squadron or rather two No 18 Squadrons, one N.E.l. and one RAAF, had
never existed before and the RAAF had to adept administratively to be
able to support the unit. The main part of the N.E.l. organization
consisted of the operational (flying) part but this was not a RAAF unit
while the RAAF, for example, had to support the aircraft operations from
an Aircraft Depot, Stores Depots etc.*

Van Oyen had no problem with an organization close to the
establishment of the RAAF heavy-bomber squadrons but stressed that in
that case the RAAF had to post the necessary additional flying and
ground personnel. There was no more NEI personnel available. This was
agreed upon in principle. Four Pilot Officers and six Sergeant pilots were
posted first on 25 April. They were followed by a total of 35 wireless
operator-air gunners (WOAGS) posted in the period of 27 April up to and
including 3 June 1942 (21 WOAGs to fill the air gunner positions plus
seven the RAAF -mistakenly- thought the ML was short of wireless
operator-air gunners and seven extra for unknown reasons).?®
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A set-back had been the withdrawal by the KM of a promised total of
around 80 ground personnel of the MLD to be seconded to the new ML
unit as this personnel was needed in the United Kingdom. The MLD
personnel was in part replaced by ML personnel that had been
evacuated to Australia but unknown to Fiedeldij at the time of his
provisional inventory. There were, for example, actually 50 ML
mechanics evacuated to Australia instead of 28. KNIL Infantry and
Marechaussee (special forces) soldiers and some civilians who had fled
to Australia from among others New Guinea and the Kei Islands and
were militarised made up the majority of the replacement personnel.
Also, the first Dutchmen living in Australia who could be enlisted (those
not working in strategic factories or organizations) were called up for
service with the ML on 29 March. Some had already volunteered for duty
earlier. A few maintenance specialists from the NEI KNILM airline
company (evacuated to Sydney) were contracted and militarised or
drafted on 1 April. All the Marechaussee personnel including six drivers
were re-posted to their original unit in the first half of June on orders from
the acting KNIL commander, however. Some of the Infantry men, posted
in various positions, were transferred back to the ground forces as well.
Fortunately, two experienced KNIL armament technicians remained
although one of the two was eventually transferred to the KNIL ground
forces in October-November 1942.1¢

The ML Lockheed Lodestar LT9-23 after its transfer to USAFIA. Most of the D.VI.A.
personnel was transferred to No 18 Squadron N.E.I. after the sale of the remaining
11 D.VI.A. Lodestars (collection Gordon Birkett).



The additional RAAF flying personnel necessitated an enlargement of
the original draft establishment and the posting of more RAAF personnel
but, as mentioned above, the RAAF agreed rather quickly. The B-25
squadron was urgently needed in the Darwin area which was under
threat from Japanese forces and it was considered a welcome addition to
the RAAF Expansion Plan. To be posted originally was a total of 271
RAAF personnel of which 38 flying personnel. But this number did
present the RAAF with some problems as the service had a general
shortage of ground personnel at the time. The RAAF staff officers,
consequently, urged the Dutch to search for more personnel. This plea
resulted in the replacement of the men transferred back to the KNIL, the
posting of some additional KNIL soldiers and the posting of 24 former
Bangalore personnel (see below) in June.’

The ML would equip the unit with 18 B-25 aircraft and the necessary
ground equipment and vehicles, the latter to be taken over from the
RAAF (in cash purchases), to be taken from Dutch ships arriving in
Australia from the U.S.A., or to be bought locally. Some vehicles already
casted off to the American armed forces were requested back. The
former resulted in a somewhat strange mix and a consequent spare
parts problem when the squadron was operational in the Darwin area. A
part of the vehicles initially received from Dutch Headquarters in
Melbourne in the period of April-November 1942 were later exchanged
for RAAF supplied ones and sent back to Canberra by train.!8

The six original Mitchells!®

In January 1942 the NEI received a U.S. Defence Aid allocation of 60
USAAF NAA B-25C-NAs of which only the first 30 were ferried to
Australia (Archerfield, 24 aircraft) and British India (Bangalore, six aircraft
of which one crashed en route) in February, March and April 1942. The
first four aircraft arrived at Archerfield on 3, 4 and 5 March 1942, followed
by 16 more in the period of 18 March up to and including 29 March of
which one crashed on arrival on 25 March and was a write off. On 28
March the destination of the aircraft was switched to Amberley, although
the ML ferry detachment that originally was to fly the aircraft to Java
remained stationed at Archerfield. Deliveries to the NEI in the U.S.A.
were stopped on approximately 1 April but those B-25Cs already
accepted by the NPC were still ferried to Australia. On 2 April, 6 April and
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7 April 1942 the final, respectively one, two and one Mitchells with
destination ML arrived. Again, one crashed on arrival at Amberley on 6
April and was severely damaged. Training of ML personnel at Archerfield
started (with assistance of the USAAF) on 6 March.

The five original B-25s of 18 Squadron N.E.I. in the squadron hangar at Canberra in
May or June 1942 (J. Schellekens, deceased, via G.J. Casius).

Twelve of the aircraft at Archerfield were to go on loan to USAFIA to be

able to partly equip the 3 Bombardment Group (3@ BG) which arrived in

Australia without aircraft. This was agreed in principle by GenMaj Van

Oyen and LtGen Bretton 23 March. An fAunder standi ngo abc
transfer was finalized two days later and on approximately 28 March Van

Oyen agreed to the transfer on loan of six more of his B-25Cs. The 17

aircraft that eventually went to the 3™ BG (the 18" aircraft to be

transferred crashed on arrival at Amberley on 6 April) left Archerfield for

the 3" BG base Charters Towers on 29 March, 30 March and 3 April (15)

or went directly from Amberley to Charters Towers (two).

The five B-25Cs remaining in NEI hands at Archerfield, all equipped with
the (secret) D-7 Norden bombsight, formed the initial aircraft complement
of 18 Squadron N.E.Il. They arrived at Fairbairn, Canberra in the period
of 1 April up to and including 21 April. The squadron received a sixth B-
25C on approximately 16 June which aircraft was, in fact, an ML B-25C
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transferred to but returned by the USAAF after major repairs in Brisbane.
There were no further deliveries despite the agreement between Van
Oyen and Brett that the next B-25s would go to the Dutch to complete
the 18 for the NEI squadron. On 1 September 1942 all six B-25Cs were
transferred to the USAAF in exchange for 18 new Mitchells delivered in a
special project called Project Mark | after Dutch complaints at the
diplomatic level. The training of 18 Squadron N.E.I. crews on the five and
later six B-25Cs on hand started on 1 June 1942 by the three provisional
Flights formed by the unit.

The Bostons?

A total of 22 Douglas DB-7B Boston light bombers on their way to Java
by ship for delivery to the MLD were unloaded in Australia instead. The
DB-7Bs arrived there from 6 March 1942 onwards, upon which they were
handed over to the allied authorities as refugee cargo. All DB-7Bs went
to the RAAF and were destined to re-equip No 22 Squadron RAAF at
Richmond as the Dutch MLD had no personnel to form a Boston
squadron. On 4 April 1942, however, 18 Squadron N.E.l. was
established in Canberra, a unit the RAAF wanted to become operational
as soon as possible. On its establishment the squadron only had five B-
25Cs but, as a temporary measure, it was given a total of fifteen (RAAF)
DB-7Bs and (USAAF) Douglas A-20A Bostons.?!

Already in the first half of May 1942 a plan began to take shape in the
Allied Air Forces Headquarters, established in April as part of the South
West Pacific Area (SWPA) Headquarters structure, not to supply 18
Squadron N.E.I. with the promised supplementary B-25Cs but to equip
the unit with Douglas Bostons. This plan was discussed several times in
May 1942 with representatives of Dutch Headquarters in Melbourne in
the presence of Maj Fiedeldij, CO of 18 Squadron N.E.I. since 1 May,
and with representatives of RAAF Headquarters. As early as the middle
of May it was clear that the Dutch had objections to the plan, but the
RAAF wanted to have the squadron operational as soon as possible and
agreed. No 18 as well as 22 Squadron was to be equipped with DB-7Bs
supplemented with American Douglas A-20As up to a strength of 18
aircraft each.
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Assistant test pilot Vdg A. Hagers in Douglas A-20A No 31 (40-85) at Canberra in
June 1942 (via Gerard Casius).

The Dutch liaison officer with the General Headquarters SWPA on 25
May officially filed a protest against the swop, but three days later the
Allied Air Forces SWPA Headquarters, nevertheless, allocated 18
Bostons to the ML, while the five B-25Cs were re-assigned. The protest
was effective to the extent that the swop became a temporary one and
18 Squadron N.E.I. would be supplied with B-25s as soon as possible
after all. On 11 June 1942 the protest of the Dutch was elevated to the
political level by means of a memo to the Combined Chiefs of Staff in
Washington. In the meantime, on 6 June, the first four Bostons had
arrived at Canberra.

American ferry crews arrived in Canberra by transport plane on 13 June
to take over the five B-25Cs and fly them to Brisbane. After consulting
Dutch Hq in Melbourne, however, Fiedeldij refused to hand the aircraft
over. As it was, a message had just been received on 13 June to the
effect that the swop had been cancelled by the Allied Air Forces SWPA
Hq on instructions received from Washington. The Dutch had been
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waiting for the formal confirmation that the additional B-25Cs would be
delivered after all. That letter arrived on 14 June upon which Fiedeldij
received a message on the same day that both the B-25s and, for the
time being, the Bostons were to stay with the squadron. The latter
pending the re-assignment of the aircraft already received. The
Americans in Canberra stayed to wait for further instructions, which they
received on 15 June. They were ordered to ferry three of the already
delivered A-20As to Brisbane and left the following day.

As mentioned, 18 Squadron N.E.l. was to be re-equipped with 18
Bostons, fifteen of which were delivered in the first instance. The RAAF
delivered eight DB-7B reserve aircraft of its 22 Squadron that had been
in combat ready storage and the USAAF seven A-20As, all re-assembled
in the Melbourne area or in Brisbane after shipment from the U.S.A. The
delivery of the aircraft to 18 Squadron N.E.I. in Canberra was in the
period of 6 June up to and including 13 June 1942. At 18 Squadron
N.E.l. the aircraft of both sub-types were designated as A-20As.

After the first eight aircraft had arrived on 6 and 7 June the training
began, starting with some of the most experienced ML pilots amongst
whom Elt Th.G.J. van der Schroeff, the squadron test pilot. Together with
mechanic Sgt W. Mourik Van der Schroeff made a test flight on 8 June
(lasting 80 minutes) in order to get an idea of the exact characteristics
and capabilities of the type, as no documentation was available. The
RAAF had sent along one flying instructor in order to train a few
experienced pilots and that was all there was. Nor were there any spare
parts. Squadron training was to begin on 14 June, but on that day the
plan to temporarily equip the squadron with Bostons was revoked. Five
of the A-20As left already on 16 June (three), on 18 June (one) and on
17 or 19 June (one). Pilots of 22 Squadron were to have flown over a
further four aircraft from Amberley, but when the pilots arrived in
Brisbane on 14 June, this plan had been cancelled.??

Although all the Bostons that had already been delivered were to be
transferred Dutch Hq still tried to keep a number of them in the strength
temporarily for training purposes. The attempts failed, though. Ten
aircraft remained at 18 Squadron N.E.I. for a short while, one of which
was parked in the hangar as a maintenance reserve. The nine 1% line
aircraft were divided over the three Flights, and each day one Flight was
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to be operational or on stand-by with the B-25Cs, and two Flights were to
practise with three A-20s each. In the end, the training on the DB-7B/A-
20A began on 19 June with six aircraft. Due to bad weather, Canberra
had to be closed in the course of the day and the airfield could not be
used the following two days as well. The training was resumed on 22
June when again six Bostons were flown for general training. This day
was also the last day of training on the type.

Apart from a number of test flights and initial training flights made by test
pilot Van der Schroeff, assistant test pilot Vdg A. Hagers and the three
Flight commanders, training on the Boston did take place on two days
only. Nevertheless, almost all the experienced pilots made at least one
flight on the type. On 23 June 1942 thet en-28 40 wer e handed
Flight Lieutenant R.E. Bell, the CO of 22 Squadron RAAF. The Boston
was generally seen as a pleasant aircraft to fly but it had a relatively high
fuel consumption rate and was a short-range light-bomber. Contrary to
the B-25 it was not suitable for operations from northern Australia against
targets in the occupied NEI and therefore not acceptable to the so-called
NEI Commission for Australia and New Zealand that represented the NEI
Government. Dutch Headquarters also noted that 18 Squadron N.E.I.
was already fully manned-up as a B-25 medium-bomber squadron (or
heavy-bomber squadron as the RAAF still called it).

Organised from remnants

The RAAF had taken the initiative in the organizational field and advised
Kap Fiedeldij to organise the squadron in the same way as the RAAF
heavy-bomber squadrons disregarding the differences between the
heavy-bomber types operated by RAAF squadrons and the NEI North
American B-25C Mitchell medium-bombers. This would lead to a number
of corrections to the establishment later. The NEI squadron was to be
attached to a RAAF Area Command and to a large part the RAAF would
become responsible for its support. This led to some discussion and
compromises were worked out.

The NEI personnel was posted in a separate NEI establishment while the
RAAF personnel was posted to a RAAF establishment with an
Administrative CO of the RAAF. This was a rather inflexible structure
with dedicated NEI and dedicated RAAF positions which was later
discarded. The ground echelon was largely organised the RAAF way.
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The flying echelon, as a compromise, became organised as five Flights
of three aircraft and crews in 1% line with another three aircraft and crews
in 15t line reserve as the ML personnel had been trained to operate in
Flights of three aircraft. During the training period in Canberra
temporarily six Flights would be sharing the serviceable airplanes. Each
Flight would have its own party of ML mechanics for pre and post flight
servicing and also ML armament personnel, although in June 1942
additional RAAF armament personnel had to be requested (see below).
Due to a lack of aircraft and personnel only three Flights were actually
formed, A, B and C Flight. Flight CO initially (but temporary) were Elt L.J.
Janssen, TIt B. Wetters and TIt W.F.A. Winckel. Adj G. Barendrecht, Adj
E. van Aken and SM Ch.H.J. van Reesch functioned as chief flight
mechanic. Kap A.J. de Vries was deputy CO.%

On 4 April 1942 a total of 105 NEI personnel, five officers and 100
NCOs, Kpls and men, arrived at Canberra from Melbourne by train. The
party consisted of flying personnel, technical personnel and a few
administrative and general duties NCOs and men of the ML plus a first
contingent of soldiers from the KNIL ground forces seconded to the ML.
RAAF Station Canberra transferred one hangar (No 48) and a number of
barracks. More personnel followed during the course of April.?* The
ground personnel posted in April included Elt Th.J. Hoogeveen (ex NPC
and former KLM), the chief Maintenance Section (or Technical Service
as the Dutch called it), and six contracted and militarised or drafted
civilians posted at this section. The latter all came from the NEI KNILM
airline company in Sydney and apart from aircraft mechanics included
one engine specialist and one aircraft electrician.

The six posted as maintenance specialists were: Sgt (soon a SM) J.
Lippens (engine specialist contracted by the ML on 1 April), Kpl (later
Sgt) De Haas (initials unknown), Kpl (later Sgt) Soejoed, Kpl (later Sgt)
Laurens (initials unknown), Sgt Tung Sing Bie (wireless mechanic, like
Lippens a contracted former KNILM employee but earlier in his career a
civilian ML radio mechanic at Andir) and Kpl (later Sgt) E. Mahne.
Hoogeveen had been one of the two ML officers who accepted the first
group of B-25s on behalf of the NPC and had earlier been seconded to
NAA for a B-25 technical orientation. Also posted on 1 April was
procurement and inventory specialist Olt Th. Buys who was taken over
from the KNILM on a three-year contract by the ML as well. He was
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posted in Melbourne with the just established combined civilian-military
Dutch Headquarters. ML mechanics initially (temporarily) posted to the
Maintenance Section were: SM J.A. Eijkelenboom and Sqgts G.
Weertman, C.C. van Tuijn, R.B. Baert, H. Bekema, J.F. Damwijk and
H.M. Bauerman.?®

Two ML members of the Maintenance Section before Douglas A-20A No 38 (40-143)
in June 1942 at Canberra. Left Kpl E. Mahne (formerly KNILM) and on the right Sgt
J.F. Damwijk (via Gerard Casius).

The ML personnel in part came from the Flying School and the
disbanded D.VI.A. of which the Lockheed 18 Lodestars had been sold to
the USAAF on 17 March. Ten mechanics originally to go to Archerfield
had arrived by ship in Australia and were re-posted to Canberra. Apart
from three of the pilots and two of the WOAGs to go to the RNMFS the
personnel from the Archerfield detachment in Brisbane was posted to 18
Squadron N.E.I. They arrived at Fairbairn from 1 April. The first six men
with the first of the five B-25s on strength with the detachment (the N5-
134) landed on that date at Fairbairn to prepare for the fformation and
locationoof the new squadron. The detachment of eventually
approximately 50 men became a part of 18 Squadron N.E.I. on 4 April.
Three more B-25s arrived at Fairbairn in the period of 10-12 April. The
main part of its remaining personnel consisting of three officers and 20
other ranks led by Elt Janssen arrived on 17 April from Brisbane by train.
Kap Boot, the detachment CO, became the first CO of 18 Squadron
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N.E.l. although he remained at Archerfield for a while to await the
remaining 13 B-25s still to be delivered. As mentioned, the latter did not
materialise and Boot and a few others arrived at Canberra with the last of
the five B-25s on 21 April.2°

Small groups of ML personnel kept arriving including on 28 April Kap
Fiedeldij who took over as CO from Boot on 1 May 1942, becoming a
Maj at the same time. He visited the squadron one week earlier already
to make up an inventory of the problems that needed urgent solving. One
of those urgent problems had been Kap Boot who was not accepted by
the personnel of his detachment as CO and with good reasons as an
inquiry by Maj M. van Haselen, the CO of the ML Flying School in
Adelaide, revealed. Kap Boot, who practised a rather authoritarian style
of leadership, was transferred to Dutch Headquarters in Melbourne and
was attached to an equipment and supply office headed by LKol Prof. Dr.
G.J. Otten, M.Sc. the former head of the Technical Service of the ML. On
20 June 1942 he became liaison officer at the Allied Air Forces SWPA
Hq in Melbourne.?’

More KNIL (ground forces) personnel arrived as well, the total at the end
April becoming approximately 80 of which around 65 Indonesian NCOs,
Kpls and men.?® The KNIL personnel was to be trained at the squadron
apart from a number of drivers from the Marechaussee, a few Indonesian
professional soldiers and a few older enlisted soldiers who had worked
as mechanic or had held useful civilian trades before the mobilisation of
the KNIL. Fiedeldij, in early May, received a message that eleven pilots,
six WOAGs and six mechanics and a technical officer from the dissolved
ML Detachment in Bangalore were transferred to the squadron.?® A
general mechanics shortage would still remain after the arrival of this
personnel, though.

Only on 15 May did the final personnel of those posted in April arrive at
the unit, including Kap (observer) R.E. Jessurun and S/Ldr Cl. Winter
Irving, the Squadron Administrative Officer RAAF (administrative CO of
the RAAF Component). Winter Irving was to take over command of the
RAAF personnel from the CO of RAAF Station Canberra but his posting
was withdrawn. He was replaced by F/Lt (per 1 July acting S/Ldr) L.R.
Dawson on 25 May. Kap Jessurun initially was assigned to the squadron
staff. On approximately 3 June he became the deputy CO of the
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squadron instead of Kap De Vries, the former deputy of Boot at
Archerfield, who became (senior) Flight CO.%°

A 1943 picture of LKol Fiedeldij (right) and S/Ldr Dawson (NIMH).

The posting and arrival of RAAF personnel started on 25 April. Dawson
was Administrative Officer until 1 September 1943 and had a full-time job
as there were many problems in the administrative field including
differences in discipline and working hours between the ML and the
RAAF personnel. The latter was a tough problem to solve as the RAAF
did initially not want to give Fiedeldij the authority to decide in these
matters. Only on 22 November 1942 did Fiedeldij took over a number of
responsibilities from, until then, the administrative superior of Dawson,
the CO of RAAF Station Canberra.3! Fiedeldij copied the RAAF position
and introduced a ML Administrative Officer position on approximately 3
June 1942. The first one was Kap (observer) Jessurun, who also
remained deputy CO and replaced Fiedeldij when the latter was absent.
He became responsible for the upkeep of ML and KNIL rules and
regulations and general military standards. The administrative office in
the squadron staff he headed did also keep the personnel administration
and made up the schedules for guard and other duties, periodic shooting
exercises etc. Jessurun had been acting director of materials at the
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Technical Service of the ML until his mobilisation in December 1941 and
had a sizable number of subordinates in that position from day laborers
and civilian employees to professional soldiers, all with different legal
positions and payments much like the personnel complement of 18
Squadron N.E.|1.%?

At the end of May the squadron strength stood at approximately 270
RAAF personnel (including around 44 flying personnel) and 215 NEI
personnel, the latter including two technical officers, 54 mechanics, six
Technical Service specialists and 53 flying personnel including the CO
and the deputy CO. The latter consisted of 31 pilots/pilot-observers, 18
WOAGs and four observers.2? Although the Bangalore personnel
(transferred on 30 April) had not yet arrived a total of 18 crews were
formed to be able to start a unit training program early June. A shortage
of 2" pilots and WOAGs was covered by the already mentioned
temporary posting of RAAF pilots and WOAGs in April, May and early
June. USAAF and RAAF bomber operations had further shown that a
separate navigator-bombardier was needed in the crews as the 2" pilot
had to act as a defensive fire coordinator during combat. The squadron
establishment was consequently expanded albeit initially by means of a
temporary addition. Also an air gunner in the nose proved necessary as
Intelligence reported in July that the Japanese fighter pilots practised
head-on attacks. The .30 machinegun in the nose could not be fitted,
though, due to the size of the AFEC-Norden sight combination.3*

RAAF observers or navigator-bombardiers (NavBs) were not available at
the time so it was decided that five bombardiers of the 17 additional
observers and bombardiers needed for the 1% line crews were to be
trained at the squadron itself. The ML spoke of bombardiers as students
used to be licensed after the bombing training and completed their
navigation training after posting at an operational Glenn Martin 139
bomber unit. All were eventually trained to a standard comparable with
that of the RAAF NavBs. The others were to be provided by the Royal
Netherlands Military Flying School established in May 1942 at Jackson
(Miss.) in the U.S.A. An evacuated class of 11 ML student observers and
bombardiers and one bombardier to be further trained as observer were
to finish their training at the school.*® As was learned later the first
RNMFS B-25 trained personnel could be expected only in April 1943. A
number of NavBs of the RAAF were consequently requested but due to
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shortages none could be posted. To fill most of the remaining vacancies
eventually seven RAAF WOAGs were cross-trained in November and
December 1942 to bombardier, using a shortened version of the ML
bombardier training course. The ML bombardier students selected in
May were Sgts G.J. Gerritsen, Ch. Verbraak, E.M. de Rood, G. Dreese
and J.A. Noordendorp. Apart from professional KNIL soldiers Gerritsen
and Verbraak who escaped from Java to arrive by ship at Port Darwin on
4 April, all enlisted Dutchman who fled from NEI islands to Australia or
were inhabitants of Australia and were called up at 18 Squadron N.E.I.
All five were licensed as bombardier on 1 October 1942.3¢

Kap (observer) R.E. Jessurun became deputy CO in May and (Squadron) Operations
Officer in September 1942 (NIMH).
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During May and early June replacements for transferred Marechaussee
and KNIL personnel arrived from the KNIL in Melbourne. Four men of the
KNILM ground personnel in Sydney were called into active service early
June. This happened some two weeks after the sale of all remaining
aircraft of the airline to the USAAF was administratively concluded on 19
May and after it was confirmed that the KNILM, despite earlier promises,
would not receive American aircraft on order as replacements. In the
same period also about a dozen Australians with a Dutch passport and
inhabitants of NEI islands such as Celebes and Ambon who fled to
Australia or came to Australia via Dutch New Guinea were drafted or
volunteered for service and were taken on strength. The four KNILM men
(all aircraft mechanics) and a few from the latter group with a technical
schooling and background were initially all posted as (future) mechanic,
specialist or reserve officer candidate (future technical officer) at the
Maintenance Section. See Appendix 1 for details.

The mechanics were Sgts C.A.H. Keesmaat, J. Dijkstra, Lafontaine
(initials unknown), S.R. Dijkstra and W. Bakker. Kpl (later Sld again due
to a disciplinary measure) R.Z. Holleman, one of the posted older
general service former KNIL soldiers, also became an aircraft mechanic.
To the squadron staff went, among others, Sgt A.R. van Tricht, Sid A.
Smilde, SId I. Hmelnitsky (the former three later trained as, respectively,
equipment, operations and intelligence officer), Sgt P.G.L. Hegener
(radio technician, later a technical officer) and Sgt H.W. Versteeven (later
a technical officer). All five were reserve officer candidates and were
soon promoted to Sergeant, respectively Vaandrig (Ensign). See
Appendix 1 for details.

Sixteen enlisted and professional former KNIL (ground forces) Kpls and
Slds were taken into training as assistant armament technician or
Armourer early June. After the first about six weeks of training only five
of the trainees proved to have the right aptitude for further training as
armament technician/gunsmith or Fitter-Armourer in the RAAF
terminology. The training for this Sgt level position was completed on
approximately 1 October 1942 by Kpls (later Sgts) Egberts, De Jong,
Jansen, Proost (initials unknown) and W. Gazan. Five others remained
Armourer (Kpl level). They were overviewed and directed by the Fitter-
Armourers. Unfortunately, the six Indonesian Kpls and Slds in the group
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of sixteen, all eager to learn but short in length and slender of
appearance, proved to be not strong enough to handle the heavier types
of bombs. They were all transferred to other positions in June 1942,
some later becoming assistant engine mechanic. The CO asked the
RAAF for six Armourers to replace them but they were still unavailable in
October.?’

A part of the ML Detachment Bangalore on their way from Karachi to Australia. From
left to right pilots Sgt G. Tijmons, Elt H. van den Broek, Vdg F. Olsen, TIt G. Cooke,
Vdg N.J.H. Daanen and Vdg J.A. Kuneman and far right Olt W. Stolk, the technical
officer of the detachment (collection author).

The Bangalore personnel (24 men) arrived on 3 June while the excess
RAAF flying personnel having become redundant were withdrawn in the
period of 29 June up to and including 2 July 1942. Left were 27 RAAF
WOAGsSs (including two officers, the senior WOAG and one posted as
Adjutant of the CO RAAF Component who flew as a WOAG
nevertheless). The RAAF posted more WOAGs than the 18 the
squadron had asked for as there would be a need for nine nose-gunners
until the arrival of the RNMFS personnel. On 9 June the ML personnel
strength had grown from approximately 215 at the end of May to 246,
becoming 242 on 30 June. The RAAF strength dropped to 207 on 29
June. Total personnel strength ended up slightly above the original
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establishment total of 447. The personnel establishment had been upped
to 514, 263 NEI and 251 RAAF, by temporary additions, however.38 After
the arrival of the men from Bangalore the flying personnel were
reassigned to the Flights. Flight CO became Kap De Vries, Elt Janssen
and Elt H. van den Broek with as deputy Flight CO Tlts Wetters, Winckel
and B. Hulscher. All still temporary postings as the number of Flights was
to be expanded to six as soon as the remaining B-25s would be
delivered, the deputies to become Flight CO.3°

Limited flying training

Apart from a limited number of test flights there was little flying activity
until early June. The senior pilots not coming from the Detachment
Archerfield were given basic instruction on the B-25 but the 2" pilots
(including the RAAF pilots) were able to make only one flight as a 2"
pilot at best. This was largely due to the fact that during the larger part of
May only two B-25s were serviceable. Mitchell N5-161 had a defective
nosewheel assembly from its arrival at Canberra. Parts for repair had
been ordered in the U.S.A. through the NPC. Two other aircraft had
hydraulic problems.**E1 t Ho oge b oo mo partyMia wmatite nanc e
could but was still awaiting much of the promised equipment, had to work
with hardly any spare parts and could only move to its own hangar
(hangar 46) on 13 June. Fortunately, the most needed equipment was
there from the start and the remainder largely arrived in the next 14 days.
Jacks to test or repair the hydraulics of the undercarriage were sorely
missed during the first months but arrived at the end of May.*

When the squadron was formed only a part of the ML flying personnel,
those who had come from the Detachment Archerfield and were trained
on the B-25 there, were itype currentad The WOAGs and mechanics from
the Depot Vliegtuigafdeeling, the crew members of an evacuated Glenn
Martin 139 bomber and the mechanics evacuated with the Flying School,
by ship and transport aircraft had followed an excellent all-round basic
training, however. The WOAGSs up to the civilian aviation radio operator
standards instead of the appreciably lower military standards used by the
RAAF and the USAAF and all had followed air gunner training on Glenn
Martin bombers. The ML mechanics were all-round flight mechanics.
Most had also followed air gunner training and many had flown on
operations as air gunner. All quickly adapted to the B-25.
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The most experienced ML crew members, who had followed B-25
training at Archerfield, were assigned in May to give a short type
transition to the RAAF WOAGs. SM P. van Hoof, SM H.G.J.A. van
Weezel and SM K. de Bruyn, who also instructed their above mentioned
ML colleagues, did the wireless part, explaining and demonstrating the
different radios in the B-25, as well as the lower turret operation. Chief
mechanic Olt F. Nieuwpoort and senior mechanics Adj E. van Aken and
Adj G. Barendrecht gave the upper turret ground training. P/O D.S.
Cohen (born in London but with relatives in the Netherlands and some
command of Dutch) assisted. After about a week of type conversion, all
on the ground, operational (crew) training began in early June. The flight
training was combined with further theory on and demonstration of
aircraft equipment and B-25 systems.*?

As there initially were only five B-25s of which one unserviceable for a
longer period, the flying echelon was temporarily organised in three
Flights, A, B and C Flight, as mentioned. The plan was to keep one B-25
as a maintenance reserve while each Flight would operate one B-25 for
training from 1 June 1942 onwards. The serviceability did not allow that,
though. Two aircraft were operated for training up to and including 4
June without a spare. Although there were only few type specific
airframe and engine parts available, RAAF Stores Depots and Dutch
Headquarters had supplied the unit with general items and tools and the
serviceability rather quickly increased. Three aircraft were serviceable on
5, 6 and 7 June and four on 8 and 9 June, making possible realistic
training combined with anti-submarine patrols.*® Approximately on 16
June the American 30" Service Squadron in Brisbane delivered the sixth
B-25, the N5-146, although without a Norden bombsight and with a non-
operational lower gun turret. Apart from the turret it needed only a few
small repairs and it was serviceable from 22 June. The aircraft received
the new serial N5-127 on approximately 1 July 1942 while the other five
aircraft were re-numbered N5-122 up to and including N5-126 at the
same time.*

The Flight COs made up crew complements and the crews made a
training flight in turn while the remainder of the flying personnel attended
theory classes. There also was a fbombing teacherqg as it was called, a
relatively simple bombing simulator supplied by the RAAF to which an
improvised structure carrying one of the (far from simple) Norden D-7
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bombsights was attached. Both the pilots with an observer license as
well as the observers and later also the five bombardier trainees started
bombing procedure training on the device and flew as bombardier on
training flights and anti-submarine flights. Much time was also devoted to
sports and drill. For the ML personnel there was a roll-call in the early
morning and one in the early afternoon, while the personnel were off-
duty every afternoon when there was no operational flying for RAAF
Eastern Area Hq (see below). In the afternoon much was organised to
keep the ML men busy.*® A set-back was the recall early June by Dutch
Headquarters of the Marechaussee personnel and a few men originally
of the KNIL ground forces which robbed the squadron, among others, of
six drivers. A bit of a nightmare as the RAAF had a shortage of drivers
and could not help out.*®

The Norden D-7 bombsight (above) fitted on the AFEC slightly to the left below it.
The AFEC (seen from above at a slight angle) was mounted horizontally on the left
side in the nose compartment of the B-25C. The D-7 consisted of a computing
device, a gyroscope and a sighting telescope (commons.wikimedia.org IMG 6401).
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Operations for RAAF Eastern Area Command and Dutch Headquarters

On 5 June at the request of RAAF Eastern Area Hqg anti-submarine

mi ssions started with two aircraft fdav
sunset. This could only be requested as the squadron during its training
period fell under Dutch command of the OBSO who also was acting
commander of the Netherlands Indies Forces in Australia. Sbn Coster
had become OBSO as GenMaj Van Oyen had left for the U.S.A. on 8
April (see later). Normally the OBSO had to okay the request but in the
night of 4 June he could not be reached and Fiedeldij decided on his
behalf. The aircraft were readied in the night of 4 and 5 June, although
they had to operate with non-operational machinegun armament as none
of the guns had been test fired and the WOAGs had not yet been trained
in the air gunner role as the necessary ammunition had only just been
received.*’

Fortunately, some of the pilots with an observer license were trained on
the Norden D-7 bombsight by USAAF bombardiers when still with the
Detachment Bangalore although none had actually dropped practise
bombs. A few of the pilots and observers coming from Archerfield also
received some basic instruction on the Norden sight from USAAF
personnel. Others were instructed by the former in a tearing hurry at
Canberra.*® The squadron was asked to assist in the defence of Sydney
harbour and the shipping lanes to and from it which were threatened by
Japanese submarines. These early missions were combined with the
training missions, crew composition per aircraft changing with every
flight. The number of aircraft actually used also varied, three different
aircraft were used on 5 June, two on 6 June, three on 7 June, four on 8
and 9 June, three on 10 and 11 June and two on 12 June.*

A success was the claimed destruction of a Japanese mini-submarine on
5 June near Sydney by a crew led by TIt Winckel with 2" pilot Sgt C.J.
Hiele, observer Elt J. van Loggem, WOAGs SM F.J.M. van Wylick and
Sgt V.R. Weakley RAAF and Sgt mechanics J. van Oosten and J.
Rienstra as flight mechanic/air gunner. The guns were cleaned and
serviced and looked immaculate with the ammunition belts attached but
firing them was strictly forbidden on the first day of operations. Turret
operation and the tracking of targets could be trained, though. As
mentioned, the nose gun could not be fitted.>® The combination of
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training with operational flights was practised daily during the period of 5
up to and including 12 June. One aircraft, N5-134 with 1% pilot Elt
Janssen, had to make an emergency landing as it ran out of fuel after a
(too) long sea search. Janssen had to put the aircraft down on a beach
near Point Perpendicular (Jervis Bay). The B-25 remained undamaged
although there had been obstacles on the beach.>!

After 12 June the B-25s needed engine maintenance and had to be
inspected due to engine problems and resulting emergency landings by
34 BG Mitchells during May 1942. The NAA representative Jack Fox
(formerly with the ML detachment Archerfield until taken over by the
USAAF with the borrowed B-25s) had warned the squadron and had
sent the necessary data. This led to fuel line and engine carburettor
cleaning and a modification of the attachment to the fuel tanks of the fuel
lines leading to the engines. The latter to enable the fitting in of a 4-inch
long sieve to prevent small pieces of the fuel tank slushing compound (a
rubber compound that was part of the inner covering of the fuel tanks)
from entering the fuel line to the engine.>

Training flights had to be cancelled as aircraft were grounded while the
inspections and modifications were going on. Two crews and the only
two serviceable B-25 aircraft, nevertheless, wereputon fAoper ati ona
stand-b y 0 cdnwmy protection duty on 17 and 18 June on orders from
the OBSO after a request from RAAF Eastern Area Hg. There was an
alert on 18 June but the two B-25s could not take off as it had rained
during the entire night making the airfield surface too soft. Flying was
much hampered by bad weather with much rain causing the airfield to
close down completely on 15, 19, 20 and 21 June. On many other days
the airfield surface was too soft for nosewheel aircraft like the B-25.
During the third week of June apart from a few radio training flights with
groups of WOAGs no exercises could be flown. In the final week of June,
the weather improved somewhat making bombing exercises with
practise bombs possible at Evans Head (NSW, approximately 150 km
south of Brisbane).>3

A few bombardiers of the USAAF gave instruction on the Norden
bombsight to the ML observers, student bombardiers and maintenance
personnel of the ML and RAAF in the final week of June, also giving
some flight training. The first flight was made by Elt Van den Broek with
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2" pilot TIt A.J. de Wolf on 27 June with the N5-134. They flew a
bombing exercise with 100 Ibs practise bombs and 1Lt A. Clocksin
USAAF as instructor. Trainees were Tlt (pilot-observer) J.A. Kuneman
(who received some training on the Norden sight at Bangalore) and Elt
(pilot-observer) A.F. Oudraad, the Squadron Armament Officer. The
results were unsatisfactory and the practise bombs of 100 Ibs declared
unsuitable for use on the B-25. They were exchanged for 160 Ibs
practise bombs later.>*

During June a total of 139.20 hours were flown despite the bad weather
days and the fact that on average only two to three B-25s were
serviceable, while the Bostons were used for a limited number of test
and orientation flights and for training on just two days.*® Six of the
Bostons and four B-25s including the newly received N5-146 (although
this serial was overpainted on the aircraft by the USAAF) were used for
general crew training on 22 June, the final day on which Bostons were
flown. The squadron also carried out a secret mission for Dutch
Headquarters in June.

Aircraft N5-132 left on 26 June to fly fvital supplieso(mainly weapons and
ammunition) to Townsville. These were to be dropped by parachute from
a Consolidated LB-30 of the 435" Bombardment Squadron USAAF
(which was under operational control of RAAF North Eastern Area
Command at the time) for a guerrilla force of the KNIL of over a 100 men
still fighting in mid-Celebes. The crew consisted of 1 pilot Tt J.C.
Veenstra, 2" pilot SM L.C. Reijns, observer Kap Jessurun, WOAG P/O
D.S. Cohen RAAF and flight mechanic/air gunner Sgt H.W. Donk. The
aircraft returned on 28 June. The mission had been cancelled, probably
because there had been no radio communication with the KNIL unit after
11 June. Urgent messages sent from Australia remained unanswered,
an actual location of the unit, consequently, being unknown. As was
correctly guessed the KNIL unit had been on the move for advancing
Japanese and had not been able to take along the transmitter. A NEFIS
party had left Australia on 24 June with a small ship to gather intelligence
in mid-Celebes but it also took along supplies (weapons, ammunition,
cigarettes, food and money) for the guerrilla troops. The mission failed
and the NEFIS personnel and the supplies fell into enemy hands. The
radio messages of the intelligence party stopped after 11 July leaving no
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other conclusion. The party did report the approximate position of the
KNIL unit, though (see below).%®

The N5-124 in the squadron hangar at Canberra in July 1942 (via G.J. Casius).

Training flights were made on 2 July with two aircraft and with three on 9
July. The three aircraft were scheduled for formation flying practise on
the latter day but N5-124 (ex N5-136) had to return due to faulty
instruments. The other two B-25s, N5-122 (ex N5-132) and N5-127 (ex
N5-146), continued practise flying. As arranged for by Kap Boot in the
previous month, aircraft N5-125 (ex N5-151) was flown to Essendon on 7
July for maintenance work on the Norden bombsight at the American
depot repair squadron based there. It returned on the 11th. The
Automatic Flight Equipment Control or AFEC (the classified autopilot
system with a drift meter) had to be coupled to the bombsight to be able
to keep the aircraft automatically on track during the bomb-run. Also a
few instrument makers of the squadron went to Essendon to learn the
tricks from the Americans. Aircraft N5-127 (with the bombsight of
probably the N5-123, formerly N5-134, which was in inspection) went to
Essendon as second on 10 July.>’

AVM W.H. Anderson, Air Officer Commanding Eastern Area visited 18
Squadron N.E.I. on 7 July, expressing his appreciation for the efforts of
the squadron. During July Fairbairn airfield was unsuitable for B-25
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