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ACCOMMODATION FOR RECUPERATION OF NETHERLANDImoms CIVILIANS _

Reference HQAMP memo 137551 of 18 Oct 45 and Western Command
memo 30/112996 of 94Feb 4e . '

1 . To enable r e l e a s e o f h i r e d p r em i ses a t present oc cup i ed
and r e q u i r e d by a manu f a c t u r i n g concern f o r t h e re -es tab l i shmen t
and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f ex-serv icemen, i t h a s been f o und necessary
t o ar range f o r t h e t r a n s f e r o f Western Command S t a t i o n e r y Depot t o
Camp 20, Gu i l d f o r d , and t h e t a k i n g - o v e r o f t h e Gun Park b u i l d i n g s
(ma in mess) f o r t h i s purpose;
2. The accommodation a va i l a b l e f o r Nether lands I nd i e s
evacuees, s hou l d t h e camp he e v e n t u a l l y r e q u i r e d by t h e Netherlands
Government, is a c c o r d i n g l y reduced.

Major-Genera l
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ACCOMMODAEIOH ROB HECUPERATION 0F NETHERLANIS INDIES CIVILIANS

Reference : HQ AMF memo 157351 of 18 Oc t 45
western Command s i g n a l Q4038 of 17 Jan 46
Ch ie f Finance O f fi c e r memo (Fe/T12) 7451 of 23 J a n e

H AMF

1 . I t i s unde r s t ood f r om M r . B l o k , Netherlands r e p r e s en t a t i v e ,
t h a t a t p r e s e n t t h e p r o p o s a l f o r o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e G u i l d f o r d Canp.
by Nether lands I n d i e s evacuees is in abeyance .

2. In o r d e r t h a t v a r i o u s accommaiat ion stores o r i g i n a l l y '
r e q u e s t e d may n o t b e h e l d u n n e c e s s a r i l y , a n d t h e camp may b e p u t ; §
t o f u r t h e r use , i t i s r e q u e s t e d t h a t t h e p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n o f the '
,at ter be advised, p l e a s e . '
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D i s t r i c t l i m o s O f fi c s r ,
D i s t r i c t Accounts O f fi c e ,
Box 13.920 6 . ! . O . ,
PERTH W. A.
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l i t h rsrsrsms to your ts i sphnns m v s r u t i o n w i t h
L t .- C o l . s h a m o n 1 7 t h J a n u a r y, snd your tslsgsm F. 4855 o r
t h e same d a t e it is « s i x - . 5 to oonfirnyt h i s o f f as t u m - I
o r 1 8 t h J a n u a r y, wh ich should r a d : ‑
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PROPOSED OCCUPATIOI GUILDFOID CAI? B! I 3 I cruums ' 0 !
m m m s z n 5m H A W K DISOUSsED BY TELEPHONE m ' Q ‘
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t h e i n t e n s i t i e s s v s i l s b l s t o t h i s a t t i c s s : t h e u . ‑
e ! t b s dssps toh s t t b s t o n g s : s s s fi r s t m m “ f o r t b s
“ a m n i o n o r t b s s q h s d n o t boss fi n d i s s d . tux-thu- « n o :ras- t b s Du tch m o u n t a i n s sss u s i t s d a d s " p r o n o u n "« ' Q ' M a r t u s h m m u m r o r o u m t m '
w i t h l s s d m r t s r s I s s t s r n a n d I b i s a t t i c s i s m o f
t b s r s s u l t o r such i n s : - d i scuss ions .

m p r s s s n t v i s - s t t h u s Rosana-ts" is t h s t s f
t b s Dutch srs t o t s k s o m t h o 0 “ sad “ . 1 " s i t u a t i o n s sash
s i l l r s w i r s t o i n W d i m : b y t h a n w i t h A J - c . and i s
sub jec t to my spoo ls ] . spp rovs l s 1 m m : may bs m i n d . m
i n  i s  m s b l s  t o  m a n g o  p r i s r i t i s s .

It I s s ina»l i g h t orsuch war-um t h s t m 1 ‑
s t r i s s t s l s x r - mm m dssps tshsd .

m o u l d t h a n b s m y d s u l o p n s n t s i n t u t u - n G u s - I x !
i n c h m y I s l - r a n t m i d s t - a n o n t h e q u s s t i o n o r « c o a t i n g
s « p o s i t m , o f course, I n n o u b s d t t s d . l s s s t i o n should.
hs ' ssvs r, be tsksn w i t h o u t t h s p r i o r s p p m s l o f t h i s a t t i c s .
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l i t h r o f o r e n c e t o your
co lone l i/c A d m i n i s t r s t i o n t o mun I n , t h e s i t u a t i o n a f t e r
t h o r o c e n t v i s i t o f I r . Vsn H o l s t P e n e k s s n i s poised.
2. Approva l is g i v e n f o r your s c t i o n in proceeding s i t ) :
t h e p r o c e s s i n g o f H e r v e y ( 3 s t f o r d i s p o s a l .

3 . The fi n s l d e c i s i o n o f t h o N . E . I . C o v e r t - o m has n o t
y e t b e e n rece i ved , end y o u w i l l b e sdv ised i - s o d i s t s l y t h i s
i n t o n a t i o n i s t o h a d . l b s m h i l e i t sppesrs t h s t t h
p o s s i b l e s i t s w h i c h m y b e r e q u i r e d i s t h s t s t m i m e “ . l t h i s
end o t h s r s i t e s p rev ious ly ment ioned sre inc luded in in p o s t ‑
vsx- r o q u i r s n s n t s sud t h e r e f o r e t h o q u e s t i o n o f i n e d i s t e
d i s p o s s l i s n o t v o l v d . '

4 . I t c s n b e sssnned t h s t s c o m o d s t i o n f o r L E I . i s
n o t required f r o m A r t : s o u l - c o s .

5 . The p r o v i s i e mo f c o r t s i n c u p sad s c c o u o d s t i o n s to res
f o r t b s 11.3.1. Coven-sent us: h e s n t i c i p s t e d vhsn so: m o h donsnds
are rece ived . L u t h o r i s s t i o n i s t h s r e f o r e g i v e n f o r you t o m
so f s r ss your l o o s ] . resources w i l l p s n i t such ertioies.
submission to 1m f o r fi n d s u t h o r i t y sad d s o i s i o n ss to t h s d
o f  t r s n s f e r .
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a l l - B r i g a d i e r B . W. PULVER
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LHQ

Regarding your note of 28 Sep you w i l l p robab ly have s ince seen
Mr. J. Van Holst Pellekaan who re t u rned to Melbourne l a s t week end.

I showed h im t he Camp at Gu i ld fo rd and t o l d h im t h a t i t appeared
t o be t h e one most l i k e l y t o be su i t ab l e f o r h i s purpose. He was doubt ‑
f u l whether i t cou ld b e used, p a r t l y because o f i t s u n s u i t a b i l i t y and.

; p a r t l y because o f S t a f f d i f fi c u l t i e s . I have s ince been t o l d t h a t i t i s
most u n l i k e l y t h a t h e w i l l use t h i s o r any o t he r o f ou r camps f o r DutchICivilians. He has made qu i t e a f ew arrangements f o r l o c a l Hotels e t c .

Regarding t h e YAL Bu i l d i ng he s t i l l t h i n k s t h i s may be su i t a b l e
b u t I unde r s t and he d i d n o t l o o k ove r i t a ga i n and he i s s t i l l somewhat
unce r t a i n about i t . I hope to ge t a r e po r t f r om the C i t i z e n s ' Reception
Counc i l which w i l l I t h i n k show t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g i s n o t r e q u i r e d b y t h a t

) Organ isa t ion any l o nge r. I s h a l l send t h i s to you as soon as I r e c e i v e
i t .

In v i ew of what Mr. Pellekaan has t o l d mewe are go ing ahead
in process ing Harvey Camp f o r d i sposa l in accordance w i t h you Q8lélfi.
of 5 Oct and in e f f e c t disregarded you r agéggg of 5 23“, Even if i t is
dec i ded no t t o dispose o f t h i s camp I do no ' any harm w i l l be done
in hav i ng papers prepared f o r i t and I f e e l c e r t a i n t h a t Dutch w i l l n o t
r e q u i r e i t . ‘

I have hea rd very l i t t l e f u r t h e r about the RNN Repatriatevs
b u t I unders tand they propose to use t he Dutch Establishments in t h e
Univers ty grounds at Crawley f o r some of them and t h a t t hey have made
p r i v a t e arrangements to take over t h e Ocean ”each Hotel in a d d i t i o n .
Th i s Hotel was occup ied by t he USN under p r i v a t e arrangements.

,«’ I t h i n k i t most l i k e l y t h a t t h e Dutch w i l l b e ask ing f o r a
'number of stores such as beds, bedding inc ludingSheets and I adv i sed
; Mr. Pellekaan to take t h i s ma t te r up w i t h you at LHQ. They w i l l
probably want these f o r places such as t h e YAL bu i l d i n g where they
an t i c i p a t e fi t t i n g up dormitor ies. Should t h e p o l i c y be t h a t such
s to res a r e t o be made ava i l a b l e t o them, e i t h e r on sale o r on e n t a l
b a s i s , w e should b e ab le t o fi x them up and l e t them have i n

_r /



l i e u o f t he a n e r a l p u b l i c through d i sposa l s .

Yours sincerely,

ColonelColonel in charge of Administration
western Command





r. J . van filet re l l ohaan ,
t r a d e c o n i e e oner f o r t h e
le thor lande Ind i oe dovernont,

r e n p l e com-t
422 c o l l i n e street,IELBOUE.

Dea r S i r ,

Them: you f o r your l e t t e r of 1 8 t h Santa-her, 1945to laJor-Genoral Gannan in wh i ch it ie no ted t h a t t h e duc t an
Government See- in principle to the adn iee ion i n t o Auet ra l ia
o f He the r la o oubjoeto f o r recupera t i ve m o o n .
2 . Reepoct ing t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a c n e - o d a t i o n f o r
theoo peroone i n and a r o u fl f o r t h , I d . . . t h e r e e u l t o f p r e l i m i n a r y
i n v e s t i g a t i o n between you r rep reeen ta t i ve i n Pe r th ( I . d e h l l
of Department of S o c i a l Serv icoa) and m I o o t e r n command, hae
now been rece ived he r e . F o r gene ra l aeoomodat ion r e q u i r e d by
y ou , t h e f o l l o w i n g coupe cou ld b e node ava i l a b l e b y A r l y e ‑

l e r t h e n
P o r t i o n o f l o r t h a n town h o s p i t a l
l a r v e y
w h o ! ! !
Ge i l d f o r d
l a v a l Baee Area. P ro - an t l e .

In coneu l ta t ion with the m ( who a leo r e q u i r e acco-oodat ion
f o r t h e i r peraonne l I f o r e i e i l a r purpoaee), you r r o p r e e o n t a t i v o
ocneidered t h a t Northaa, Harvey a n ! t h e l a v a l Baee were uneditable.
b e i n g too remote, aid n o t eewered. DI a d d i t i o n R u ? areae at
Ro t tnea t I e l a n d and Geraldtdzeere a l eo conaidered, h u t unaccep tab le
b e i n g a g a i n t o o remote. ' l 'hio loavee t h e r e f o r e o n l y Children-d and
hanbourno, and aga in Seanhonrne appoara d o u b t f u l a c t o o u i t a b i l i t y .

5 . F o r your Recept ion centre r equ i r enon t e . i f t he nava l
Baae area io d e fi n i t e l y unsu i tab le , t h e r e ie no Arey ho l d i ng in
t h e v i c i n i t y of M t h ed i tab le f o r your needa. t h e 'Baohelor'
Quarter-o p r e v i oue l y roqueeted i e not a va i l a b l e an t h e Pe r t h
U n i v o r o i t y r e q u i r e t h e premieee e a r l y i n 194:6, and a l l o c a t i o n
i n t h e i n t o r i n p e r i o d h e d e fi n i t e l y been made t o A n y u n i t e
aho cannot now vacate. It ie m a t e d f o r theao purpeeea t h a t
c e r t a i n p r i v a t e popoc - t i ea in wh ich A n y i n t e r a c t no ceeeed
n i g h t f u l fi l your neede. rhoae a re t h e P h y l l i - Doan l e a t e l
ootupo, Savoy h o t e l and c e r t a i n o tho ro which are b e e n to you
and you r l o c a l re oontat ive. I t 1- atreoood t h a t theee are
new no l o n g - an concern. a n ! o c cupa t i o n by you would be
a u t t e r f o r p r i v a t e nego t i a t i on .
4. I r . i a h a l l aaya t h a t he ie no t groom-ed to n h e a
fi n a l doc ie ion a c t o the e u i t a b i l i t y o f t h e pooe ih le l o c a t i o n
mentioned above, and it appearo t h a t a rev iew and each doo ie ion
n o t remain in aboyaneo u n t i l y o u r v i e i t to L a . ear nex t week.
Colonel Caz-dale ie t h e 'Q ' O f fi c e r under Nor-done Ieaee at
I o e t o r n conned , when i t ia emeetod t h a t yea contact.



5. In rogs r d to t h s l u s t psrsgruph of your lfl Ifl l In l l lb
y o u r r s q u i r s n s n t s 1 n o t h s r a tu tss (lblbourns, l y d n s y and Ads ls idssscour ts -ad byyou ontslsghsusw' 1 1 1bsk s p t c l s s s l 1: I l l a .
ror t h o h o s t e l purposes o n ! M y s t 1n thsss p as ss 1n
Fur th , s u i t s h l s AJIQ' sn i s ss are no t hsla. I t i s poss ib l s hausvur
t h s t rs lsssss f r om at r l s r v i c s s I s y ho psssod thranah our h a l l s ,
I n d s n y t h i n g t h i g h . n n y p o s s i b l y s u i t your hosts I 1 1 1 h s r s f u r r o l
t o y a u .

I b u r s s i n s ”/1y,

a r m%/D.Q.I .G.( I I I ) :
w/7



I

’ 7 5

J TELEPHONES: M 1903. MU 2132.
CAJLE AND TELEGRAPH“: ADDRES‘

” G O R G O M
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE/ rem/45775“

gm COMMISSIONER . ’
F O R T H EWANDS IND I E S G VE

Aa'o ~Gelm
evacuees f r o m t h e Netherlands
enc lose f o r y o u r in fo rmat ion py f a l e t t e r re e
f r o m t h e Commonwealth Governm nt
i n wh i ch i t i s s t a t e d t h a t t }
ag rees i n p r i n c i p l e t o t h e a d s i o n i n t o A u s t rf r om t h e Netherlands I n d i e s 0 Netherlands s u b j f r
r e c u p e r a t i v e pu r poses .

EK} I w i l l b e v e r y g r t o ‘
WM hea r f r o m y o u du r i n g t h e n e x t f e w days whether y ur - S

e n q u i r i e s in r e g a r d to a v a i l a b l e accommodation n and orJEV///’4 a r o u n d Pe r th , and p o s s i b l y in o t h e r S t a t e s vebe
success f u l . ‘ ~ _ ‐ ‐ - ‐ " " ‘ - ‐ - Iii

/
_ours -s incere ly,

/

W M 1 ; . “ w e “ * * ‘ / , l ‘ b
fly 8‘7” 43/“. A. ( J . van H o l s t Pe l lekaan ' ( 4 '
MWCkakug Trade Commissioner fon‘t ie 41////
V3 Jiawzny Netherlands Indies,‘

M a j o r - G e n e r a l J . H . Cannan,
Quartermaster-General,
V i c t o r i a Bar racks \ \ ‘ “ ‘ ‐ ‘ .
S t . K i l d a Road,’ ’2”! M V M24/?
MELBOURNE. Soc- lo ;%V

“ / 2



COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

M i n i s t e r f o r External A f f a i r s ,
Canberra.

1.0.45/49/5/1 l l t h september, 1945.

S i r ,

I haze t h e honour to r e f e r to your No te of
August 27th concern ing t h e admiss ion to Aust ra l ia of
Netherlands and Netherlands East I n d i e s evacuees from
l i b e r a t e dt e r r i t o r i e s , and now d e s i r e t o i n f o r m you
t h a t t h e ‘ ' ' '
to t h e admiSsion i n t o Aus t ra l ia f rom t h e Netherlands
East Indies of Netherlands Sub jec ts , i n c l u d i n g Indo ‑
nesians, f o r recupera t i ve purposes f o r any per iod up
to s i x months, provided t h a t y o u a r e ab le to make
s a t i s f a c t o r y arrangements f o r t h e i r accommodation w i t h
t h e e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e and sub jec t t o t h e
unders tand ing  -

(1) t h a t t h e Netherlands Las t Ind ies Government
w i l l be re5ponsible f o r t h e i r maintenance
i n A u s t r a l i a and f o r t h e i r u l t i m a t e r e t u r n
to t h e Netherlands East I n d i e s , and w i l l
supply personnel f o r l o o k i n g a f t e r them
where such c a r e is necessary 5 and

(k) t h a t n o p e r S O n s s u f f e r i n g f r o m dangerous o r
communicable d iseases w i l l be sent to
Aus t ra l i a un less p r i o r a u t h o r i t y i s obta ined
f rom t h e h i n i s t e r o f Immig ra t i on a f t e r
consu l ta t i on w i t h t h e Commonwealth Department
of  Heal th .

2. I should add t h a t t h i s general approval is sub jec t
to f u r t h e r agreement as to t h e numbers to be sent here , and
s u b j e c t t o t h e unde rs tand ing t h a t a l l such evacuees w i l l
r e g i s t e r under t h e Na t iona l S e c u r i t y (Al iens Control)
Regulat ions, immediately on t h e i r a r r i v a l h e r e .

5. It is understood t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n of accommo‑
dation has been discussed by your represen ta t i ve w i t h t h e
Departments of b o c i a l ServiCes and army and t h a t agreement
h a s g b e e n reached to make ava i lab le t h e camp areas
mentioned in y o u r l e t t e r .

I have t h e honour to be,
w i th t h e h i g h e s t consideration,

S i r , ,
Yo u r most obedient servant,

(For t h e A c t i n g M i n i s t e r o f State)

His E x c e l l e n c y, s g d . h.E.Dunk.
B a r o n F. C . v a n A e r s s e n Beyeren van Voshol, M.W.O.,

H e r Netherlands M a j e l t y ' s E n v o y h x t r a o r d i n a r y
and M i n i s t e r P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y,

Royal Netherlands Lega t i on ,
CANBERRA
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O32/D/8-9.
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES . , ,

_ .1 MINUTE PAPER ’ A a:
W Reference No.43113176 ‘
i‘v SUBJECT: ACCOMMODATION IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA FOR DUTCH FORCES", ,

Sec re ta ry  :
f The a t t ached l e t t e r f r o m R e a r A d m i r a l Koenraad,
‘ ' R o y a l Ne the r l ands Navy, r e q u e s t s us to make a v a i l a b l e to h i m

i n P e r t h , O f fi c e r s ' Quarters i n Mount B a y Road, a t p r e s e n t
o c c u p i e d b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y, a n d s h o r t l y t o b e v a c a t e d
by them. The q u a r t e r s are r e q u i r e d by the A d m i r a l to.accommo‑

a d a t e r e p a t r i a t e d P s W f r o m t h e P a c i fi c Area who a r e t o r e l i e v e
' s e r v i n g members o f t h e R o y a l Ne ther lands N a v y.

I t i s reques ted , p lease , t h a t t h e M i n i s t e r
a d v i s e r e g a r d i n g Government p o l i c y in t h i s and any s i m i l a r

3 cases w h i c h may a r i s e . . I t i s unders tood t h a t t h e p r e s e n t
p o l i c y is t h a t no f u r t h e r commitments f o r t h e Netherlands
Government w i l l be a c c e p t e d .

I t i s a l s o d e s i r e d t o infonn t h e M i n i s t e r
t h a t i f t h i s r e q u e s t i s app roved , h i r e d p r o p e r t y b e l o n g i n g ‘
t o t h e P e r t h U n i v e r s i t y , w h i c h i s r e q u i r e d b y the owners,
would be t i e d up f o r an indeterminate p e r i o d , n o t l e s s t h a n
s i x months.

c ‘ c . ’
” y a / ' fl j é t t ‘1 LC“llfiv vé/LA'(’-I;

-” I“1/. ( c(4.2%: p l a t / M e a d ”
a j o r - G e n e r a l ,// ‘ Quartermaster-General.

l, 3 6 p LL50

x<éfdi) ' I?
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A??? m ;M a ; a n g J / v m
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE.
MELBOURNE. 8 .0 .1 .

No. SS 1704. 4 t h September, 1945.

MEMOBAEQQM f o r

The Sec re ta ry,

‘ o
7 Reference is made to y o u r memorandum No. 115212,

dated 3rd_September, 1945, on the above s u b j e c t .

‘2. I t i s advised t h a t no in fo rma t ion i s available in
t h i s Depar tment a s t o t he r e c e i p t o f a n a p p l i c a t i o n f r om a n o n
behal f of t h e Netherlands Government f o r camp and hosp i t a
f a c i l i t i e s i n Western Aus t r a l i a f o r N . E . I . Evacuees. You w i l l
be aware, of course, f r om paragraph 22 of t he r e p o r t attached
to you r memorandum dated 23rd January, 1945, t h a t the a l l o c a t i o n
o f Northam Camp formed p a r t o f t h e p r e p o s a l a t t h a t t ime f o r the
bas ing of a Netherlands Fo r ce on Aus t r a l i a . The dec is ions of
War Cab i ne t in r e g a r d to t h e prOposed recept ion , e t c . o f t h i s
Fo r c e were embodied in Minute No. (4293) .

3. It is observed t h a t by memofiandum dated 24 t h J u l y ,
1945, t h e Sec re ta ry, Depa r tmen t o f t h e I n t e r i o r, adv ised t h a t '
t h e functions associated w i t h t he r e c e p t i o n and accommodation of
c i v i l i a n s transferred to Aus t r a l i a a f t e r re lease f r om Japanese
internment had been taken over by the Depar tment of S o c i a l
Se rv i ces . In these circumstances, it is sugges ted t h a t i n q u i r y
m i g h t be made o f t h a t Depa r tmen t .

4. -Regarding t he p o l i c y aspec t of t h e r e c e p t i o n of
l i b e r a t e d c i v i l i a n s o t he r than Australians, mymemorandum No. 1278,
dated 3rd September, 1945, addressed to you, covers t he p resen t
p o s i t i o n as known to t h i s Depa r tmen t .

(Sgd.) A . J . WILSON

Fo r ( F . G. SHEDDEN)
S e c r e t a r y.
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SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER ROYAL NETHERLANDS NAVY IN AUSTRALIA

441 ST. K ILDA. R O A D
MELBOURNE. VICTORIA.

gun. 5 0 .

Quartermaster‐General,
V i c t o r i a Barracks,
I ‘ O 0

6 t h September, 1945.

Attention: L t . - C o l . Summerhayes.

Sub jec t : R e q u i s i t i o n o f B a c h e l o r O f fi c e r s Quarters,
Mount 's Bay Road, P e r t h .

I b e g to a d v i s e t h a t t h e R o y a l Netherlands Navy
L i a i s o n O f fi c e r at P e r t h has been commissioned by me to
a p p r o a c h t h e Army h i r i n g s Serv ice a t t h a t c i t y o n t h e ,
s u b j e c t o f r e q u i s i t i o n i n g t h e Bache lo rs O f fi c e r s Quarters a t
Mounts Bay Road, a t p r e s e n t occup ied by t h e Un i ted S t a t e s
A r m y.

The r e l a t i v e premises are r e q u i r e d t o b e
occUpied b y t h o s e r e t u r n e d p r i s o n e r s o f war f rom t h e P a c i fi c
area who may be considered fi t enough - a f t e r a c e r t a i n
p e r i o d of convalesence - to r e l i e v e R o y a l Nether lands Navy
p e r s o n n e la t p r e s e n t s e r v i n g i n A u s t r a l i a . I n t h e l a t t e r
category many have been away f r o m t h e i r mother-country f o r
p e r i o d s u p t o 8 years, and i t i s f o r t h i s reason t h a t
measures are t a k e n t o r e p a t r i a t e t h e s e men and r e l i e v e them
by r e t u r n e d p r i s o n e r s of war w i t h dependants in t h e E a s t .
The l a t e s t i n fo rmat ion is t h a t these r e t u r n e d p r i s o n e r s o f
war may b e e x p e c t e d f rom t h e i r t r a n s i t - s t a t i o n s a t
M a n i l l a b e f o r e t h e end o f t h e month a n d i t i s t h e r e f o r e t h a t
I w o u l d r e q u e s t you t o g i v e t h e n e c e s s a r y ‘ d i r e c t i o n s a s t o
t h e r e l e a s e of t h e s a i d p r e m i s e s to t h e Roya l Netherlands
N a v y.

I understand t h a t t h e owners of t h e r e l a t i v e
p l o t o f l a n d (Univers i ty, W. A . ) a r e t a k i n g t h e necessary‑
s teps t o have t h e s e g r o u n d s handed back t o them. Shou ld
t h i s matter b e p r e s s e d b y t h e owners a n d n o l o n g e r b e a b l e
t o b e i n d e fi n i t e l y postponed, w o u l d y o u a t l e a s t arrange
f o r t h e premises t o b e made a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e d u r a t i o n o f
t h e fi r s t emergency, f o r instance 6 ( s i x ) months f r om now.

I would add t h a t t h i s m a t t e r formed a s u b j e c t
o f d iscuss ion between Admi ra l F y f e , U . S . Navy, and
Admira l C . F . L . H e l f r i c h , R . N . N . (Commander‐ in-Chief N e t h e r ‑
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WAR CABINET MINUTE - ‘ , AI - :27?- -'
CANBERRA - 2 8 t h JUNE, 1945.

(4295) AGENDUM NO.245(1945 ‐ BASING OFNETHERLANDS
0 E O .

The f o l l o w i n g d e c i s i o n was t a k e n on t h e recommendat ion
o f t h e A d v i s o r y War C o u n c i l : ‑

( l ) . In M inu te N o .5807 of B l s t September, 1944, War C a b i n e t
approved t h a t t h e a t t i t u d e of t h e Commonwealth Government
t o t h e approach b y t h e N e t h e r l a n d s Government f o r t h e
b a s i n g o f a N e t h e r l a n d s F o r c e o n A u s t r a l i a b e defined a s
f o l l o w s :

( a ) The p r o p o s a l o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s Government f o r
t h e b a s i n g o f a N e t h e r l a n d s F o r c e o f a p p r o x i ‑
m a t e l y 50,000 troops o n A u s t r a l i a commends
i t s e l f to t h e Commonwealth Government, in
p r i n c i p l e , and t h e Government i s w i l l i n g t o
p r o v i d e f a c i l i t i e s a n d a s s i s t a n c e a s may b e
p r a c t i c a b l e i n t h e l i g h t o f i t s e x i s t i n g and
p o t e n t i a l commitments. 2 ) , , ”

(b) As a fi r s t s t e p , i t w i l l be necessary to a s c e r t a i n
wha t is i n v o l v e d in accommodating, t r a i n i n g
a n d m a i n t a i n i n g t h e p roposed N e t h e r l a n d s Fo rce ,
a s w e l l a s fi n a n c i a l and o t h e r d e t a i l e d a r range ‑
ments, i n o r d e r t h a t t h e p r o p o s a l may b e r e l a t e d
to t h e Government's e x i s t i n g and p o t e n t i a l
commitments.

( 2 ) The r e p o r t of t h e Defence Committee (M inu te No.106/1945,
o f 2 7 t h March) i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e p r o v i s i o n o f t h e r e q u i r e ‑
ments of t h i s F b r c e w i l l absorb manpower to t h e e x t e n t of
s e v e r a l thousands. I t was noted t h a t t h e Defence
Committee d e c i d e d n o t to make any recommendation upon
' t h e q u e s t i o n whether N . E . I . F o r c e s s h o u l d b e based o n and
t r a i n e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a .

(5 ) In t h e meantime, t h e Government, on S l a t May, d e c i d e d to
r e d u c e t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n Army and A i r F o r c e
b y 54,000, which fi g u r e was i n c r e a s e d t o 64,000 o n 2 8 t h
June , t h e p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e o f t h i s r e d u c t i o n b e i n g t o
r e s t o r e a p r o p e r ba lance be tween t h e d i r e c t m i l i t a r y e f f o r t ;
a n d i t s i n d u s t r i a l b a s i s a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h e p r e s e n t ' a n d
i m m e d i a t e l y p r o s p e c t i v e stage o f t h e w a r . The G o v e r n ‐ ‘
m e n t ' s p o l i c y on A l l i e d commitments was r e c o r d e d in Minute'
N o . (4223) of 5 1 s t May 1945, a n d s t a t e d to Parliament by
t h e A c t i n g Pr ime M i n i s t e r o n 1 s t June a s f o l l o w s : ‑

“ I t h a s b e e n made c l e a r f r o m t h e s t a r t , t h a t
there a r e c o n s i d e r a b l e l i m i t a t i o n s o n A u s t r a l i a ' s
c a p a c i t y to accept a d d i t i o n a l commitments f o r t h e
maintenance of F o r c e s f r o m A u s t r a l i a n sources of
manpower and m a t e r i a l s . I t i s o f v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e .
to o t h e r Governments t h a t we s h o u l d n o t make-promi-«W
wh ich w e cannot f u l fi l . I t i s o f e q u a l i m p o r t a n c e ' . ;
to t h e Commonwealth t h a t it shou ld n o t u n d e r t a k e 1
commitments w h i c h a re beyond t h e capacity of i t s
resou rces to p r o v i d e .



I t i s t h e d u t y o f t h e P r o d u c t i o n E x e c u t i v e t o
c o n s i d e r A l l i e d p r O p o s a l s i n r e l a t i o n t o o t h e r
a s p e c t s o f t h e war e f f o r t , i n o r d e r t o assess t h e
c a p a c i t y t o p r o v i d e f o r them. To g u a r d a g a i n s t t h e
n e u t r a l i s a t i o n o f t h e measures b e i n g t a k e n t o
e s t a b l i s h e q u i l i b r i u m i n t h e w a r e f f o r t , t h e
P r o d u c t i o n E x e c u t i v e h a s b e e n r e q u e s t e d t o fi x
c e i l i n g s f o r t h e A l l i e d commitments t h a t c a n be
undertaken. "

(4 ) In a s e p a r a t e Minute(No.4292) "Review of t h e Works
Programmes f o r t h e R o y a l Navy" it h a s b e e n dec ided , in
v i e w o f t h e i m p e r a t i v e n e e d s o f t h e housing s i t u a t i o n ,
i t s manpower a n d m a t e r i a l r e q u i r e m e n t s , a n d t h e measures
b e i n g t a k e n t o r e s t o r e a p r o p e r b a l a n c e b e t w e e n t h e d i r e c t
m i l i t a r y e f f o r t a n d i t s i n d u s t r i a l b a s i s a p p r O p r i a t e t o t h e
p r e s e n t and immed ia te l y p r o s p e c t i v e stage o f t h e war,
t h a t no a d d i t i o n a l w o r k s commitments a r e to be a c c e p t e d
f o r the Royal Navy u n l e s s : ‑

( a ) They c a n b e met b y t h e d i v e r s i o n o f manpower
at p r e s e n t employed by t h e A l l i e d Works C o u n c i l
w h i c h c a n n o t b e d i v e r t e d t o h o u s i n g .

( b ) R e v i s i o n s c a n b e made i n t h e p r e s e n t R o y a l Navy
w o r k s programme w h i c h c a n be c a r r i e d o u t by t h e
p r e s e n t l a b o u r b l o c employed on t h e R o y a l Navy
works, a f t e r p r o v i d i n g f o r t h e r e d u c t i o n i n
s t r e n g t h w h i c h h a s b e e n in suspense, and t h e
f u r t h e r r e d u c t i o n which i s t o b e e f f e c t e d b y t h e
e n d of 1945.

I t was noted t h a t commitments t o t a l l i n g ove r £25 -m i l l i ons
have a l r e a d y been a c c e p t e d f o r t h e R o y a l Navy.

( 5 ) It is now e v i d e n t t h a t t h e e x i s t i n g a n d p o t e n t i a l commitments
r e f e r r e d to in M inu te No.(5807) of 2 l s t September, 1944,
p r e c l u d e t h e acceptance of commitments i n v o l v i n g demands
on Australian manpower as o u t l i n e d in t h e Defence
Committee's r e p o r t f o r a F o r c e of 30,000 men. In r e g a r d
to t h e Force of 5,600, t h e Government is u n a b l e to accept
any commitment at p r e s e n t a n d des i res to be in fo rmed of
the p r e c i s e manpower commitment invo lved f o r t h e v a r i o u s
classes o f r e q u i r e m e n t s , The n e e d s p r o p o s e d t o b e met
f r o m Serv ice S t o c k s a r e t o b e shown c l e a r l y , t o g e t h e r w i t h
an ind i ca t i on as to w h e t h e r t hey w i l l be p r o v i d e d f r o m
s u r p l u s s tocks or w i l l e n t a i l addit ional p r o d u c t i o n f o r
r e p l a c e m e n t s . ‘

o

_ F. G. SHEDDEN

. S e c r e t a r y,
War Cab ine t .
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P l o o t “ c u n n i n g O f n o o r ,
I o n ] . lo thor londo l o w in Anon -nun ,
«1 8 t . n 1 4 . Rood,
ELBOURRE.

‘1 > :4 I.
I ” 3 1 : " ; I N } :

l i t h x-otoronoo to your l o t t o : - or 2 6 t h u p t o w o r .
1945, it 1: no tod t h o t y o u hovo no uoo It pronoun f o r on:
o f tho compo undo:- d ioouoo ion . In t h o ovont o f one ] :
oooounnodotion Do ing r o q u i r o d in tho m m . 1: t h o mou. t h o u o n i h b l o . that-o ohould bonodifficulty in

. c o o l - t i n g y ou o u t ; t ho p r o v i o i o n o f ga l l oy -oqu ipmon t ,
ba l d i ng , e t c . on nontioaod.
2 . I n v r ogo rd t o p o m p ) : 8 o f your l o t t o r , t h i o
Dopor tnon t I 1 1 1 bo plooood to g i n oooiotonoo in you r
p r o c u r i n g tux-tho:- occounodotion, on vocab: or i n n - t i e :
f r o m you .

/«
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2 6 t h September, 1945.
§22s_§§;

Quartermaster-General,
V i c t o r i a Barracks,
MELBOURNE, V i c .

_____‐;::§7§ttention: L t . - C o l . Summerhayes.
S u b j e c t : Accommodation f o r r e t u r n e d P r i s o n e r s of

War b e l o n g i n g to R o y a l Ne ther lands
N a v y.

Reference is made to t h e i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e
w r i t e r on t h e s u b j e c t of camp-accommodation in Western
A u s t r a l i a f o r r e t u r n e d R o y a l N e t h e r l a n d s Navy p e r s o n n e l .
Owing to the circumstance t h a t t h e r e l a t i v e camps a r e n o t
r e a d y f o r immediate u s e inasmuch as gal ley‐equipment,
b e d d i n g , & c . a r e m i s s i n g and because o f t h e f a c t t h a t
p rocurement o f same wou ld i n v o l v e t o o much t i m e and labour,
f o r which no p e r s o n n e l i s ava i lab le , i t i s a t present n o t
p o s s i b l e to make use o f any o f t h e camps u n d e r d i scuss ion .
2 . Bache lo r s O f fi c e r s ' Quarters a t P e r t h n o t now
b e i n g ava i l ab le , t h e d i s l o c a t i o n o f R o y a l N e t h e r l a n d s Navy
p e r s o n n e l i n A u s t r a l i a has been changed i n such a manner
t h a t a n e f f o r t w i l l b e made t o b i l l e t t h e men i n t h e e x i s t ‑
i n g accommodation at P e r t h . T h i s accommodation, however,
is too l i m i t e d to guarantee to cover a l l r e t u r n e d p e r s o n n e l
and should, a f t e r more d e fi n i t e d a t a anaavailable, t h e
n e c e s s i t y f o r e x t e n s i o n o f t h e p r e s e n t quar te rs b e apparent,
I s h a l l f e e l o b l i g e d to r e c e i v e you r assistance in p r o c u r i n g
same.

F l e e t V i c t u a l g%officer.
£1.41
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