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Hans Morell Arkeveld
Artist and teacher
Born: Scheveningen,
Netherlands, 1942
Died: Perth, aged 83

Hans Arkeveld was renowned
Australia-wide as a sculptor,
printmaker, painter, draftsman
and teacher. His extraordinary
draftsmanship of the human
body, his inquisitive mind and
keen eye for detail brought art
and science together through his
roughly 60-year association with
the school of anatomy and
human biology at the University
of Western Australia.

As an arts student at Perth
Technical College, Hans was
introduced to the school by his
teacher Nola Farman, and
gained permission to draw from
its collection of cadavers and
fetal forms. Over time he became
a fixture there. He undertook
formal courses in gross anatomy
and embryology that added
depth to his knowledge while
tutoring medical students in
anatomical drawing. He
produced and cast anatomical
models as teaching aids. Hans’
technical skills and infectious
humour were acknowledged as
being beneficial for both staff
and medical students.

In her Weekend Australian
review in June 2004 on a major
retrospective of Hans’ work held
at Perth’s Central TAFE,
Victoria Laurie quoted Hans,
“The more I draw from
dissections — the muscles and
bones — the more you look into
it and the more you find. When I
saw the foetuses and embryos, I
thought they were wonderful.
They were the most beautiful
things there are, because they’'re
perfect human beings.”

Hans Morell Arkeveld was
born on August 28, 1942 in
Scheveningen, part of The
Hague in the Netherlands, to
father Dirk, a builder and
brickmaker by trade, and
mother Fokiena (nee Moeske).
Hans was the second eldest of
four sons. Following six years of
war and occupation by nazi
Germany, the Dutch government
encouraged its citizens to
emigrate. The family arrived in
Melbourne in September 1952,
staying in the Bonegilla migrant
camp for six months before
moving to Western Australia
and staying at Northam migrant
camp then on to the Graylands
camp before settling in Collie.

Growing up Hans had very
little formal education until he
discovered the power of art as a
way to explore and understand
the world around him. He had a
year of formal schooling before
the family moved to Perth,
where he spent a few months in
high school. In 1955 Hans
worked as a builder’s labourer,

Body of work drew
art into daily life

.
2

Hans Arkeveld in his UWA studio, around 2020, from Makers episode
one. Picture: Lyn DiCiero, courtesy St John of God Health Care

then an apprentice beekeeper
before enrolling in 1961 at Perth
Technical College. In 1966 he
achieved a diploma in fine art.

After finishing their studies,
Hans and fellow student David
Hughes travelled around
Australia, New Zealand and
Papua New Guinea, where they
spent six months in the Sepik
River province. Hans had long
been fascinated with tribal art
and as a student made drawings
from the WA Museum
collections. He saw this art as
deeply integrated with daily life
and the imagery would
frequently occur in his art as
metaphors for life’s forces and
spiritual powers. On his return
in 1968 he completed an
associateship in fine art,
majoring in sculpture, at the
recently established school of
art and design at WA Institute of
Technology (now Curtin
University). Later, Hans enrolled
in the institute’s first graduate
diploma in art and design. His
graduating artwork was based
on a recurrent theme of boats
and the plight of boat people
following the end of the Vietnam
war. This was part of his
Transmigration series.

In 1981 Hans moved to Hovea
with wife Rone Rumble, and
children Skye (b.1972) and
Emanuel (b.1975). Here he built
his final home and studio on the
edge of John Forrest National
Park.

Apart from his weekly visits to
the university and teaching
commitments elsewhere, Hans
was busy in the production of
commissioned artworks and
exhibitions with other artists.

He met fellow artist Joan
Johnson in 1994 and, following

his divorce, they became a
couple in 2002. With her home in
Nedlands Joan provided a base
and support for Hans while he
worked at the university. They
frequently exhibited in group
shows together, including the
inaugural Sculpture By The Sea
at Cottesloe Beach in 2005. In
2020 she assisted Hans with his
retrospective exhibition, Homo
Eclectic, at the Mundaring Arts
Centre, for which she re-created
Hans’ workroom in the anatomy
department with its magpie
collection that included grinning
skulls, tools of trade and
scientific instruments.

Working in the school of
anatomy over many decades,
Hans became its first artist in
residence. Other artists followed
in recognition that art and
artists play an important
non-clinical role in the life and
workings of a medical school.
Hans’ studio and artworks have
become part of UWA’s “100
Treasures”.

In 2000 Hans was awarded the
Chancellor’s Medal and elected
an honorary fellow. He received
the Australian Government’s
Centenary Medal in 2001 for
service to the arts, and was one
of the two artists to be presented
with the inaugural lifetime
achievement award by
Artsource, the peak arts
organisation in WA, in 2009.

Hans passed away on June 5 at
Brightwater, Onslow Gardens,
Subiaco. He is survived by
partner Joan, children Skye and
Emanuel, two grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.

A memorial service for Hans
is being held on Saturday at
Winthrop Hall, UWA.

Robyn Taylor & Joan Johnson
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Brown, Morris
Buckingham, Baby of
Ralene Buckingham
De Agrela, Luis
Evans, Lisa
Gardiner, Brian
Grootveld, Kelly
Henville, Bill

Hodgson, Victoria
Newey, Denis
Pokler, Smiljana
Reynolds, Janice
Stafford, Mathew
Wardle, Catherine
Withnell, Douglaas

Funeral Notices

BROWN:

The Funeral Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Morris  Harrison Brown
will be held at FREMANTLE
Cemeter¥ East Chapel on
TUESDAY (08.09.2026) at
3:30pm.
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MG P,
Perth Cremations & Burials
‘Transparency - Integrity - Excellence
2 3

1800 331 990

BUCKINGHAM:
The Funeral
for Baby of

Service
Ralene
Buckingham will
commence from the main
entrance of KARRAKATTA

Cemetery on WEDNESDAY
(09.09.2026) at 10.00am.

f€m§0"\§

1800 732 766
REDCLIFFE - BELMONT

DE AGRELA:

A Funeral Mass to
Honour the Life of Mr
Luis lzidro De Agrela of
Hamilton  Hill will be
held at Our Lady of Mt
Carmel Catholic Church,
82 Collick Street, Hilton
on TUESDAY (15.09.2026).
A Rosary will be recited
at 10.30am followed by
Mass at 11.00am. At the
conclusion the hearse will
arrive at the Main Entrance
of FREMANTLE Cemetery
for a Burial at 12.45pm.
Family warmly invite you
to join us in the West
Chapel condolence lounge
for a Wake at 1.45pm

Demenbranse
Tianera

deiriia
1300 799 093

WA Family Owned
ALL AREAS

EVANS:

The Funeral Service for

Lisa Joy Evans will

commence from the main

entrance of KARRAKATTA
on TUESDAY

(08 09 2026) at 11.00am.

femidwi

1800 732 766
REDCLIFFE - BELMONT

GARDINER:
A Funeral Service for the
Late Brian Dinis Gardiner
of Hamllton H|II WI|| be held
at FREMAI
WEDNESDAY (09 09 2026)
East Chapel at 3:30pm.

Demenbranse
Tianera

deirziia
1300 799 093

WA Family Owned
ALL AREAS

GROOTVELD:
he Funeral Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Mr Kelly Justin Grootveld
of Bunbury will take
place in the Crematorium
hapel, Belcher Street,
Bunbury commencing at
9:30am FRIDAY morning
(11.09.2026).
Kelly’s Service will be
Webcast via his tribute at
barrettfunerals.com.au

WILLIAM BARRETT
) & Sons
L ' 9722 5311
BUNBURY

Place a Tribute at
barrettfunerals.com.au

South West Family-Owned

HENVILLE:

His Family respectfully
advise Relatives and
Friends, that the
Funeral Service lovingly
celebrating the life of
Mr Bill Henville, Late
of Geraldton, is being
held at the GERALDTON
Crematorium on

MONDAY (14.09.2026) at
10:00am.

(N
S
c/f/v/c;rc ve
funeral home

GERALDTON 9964 3767
NFDA

HODGSON:

The Funeral Service for
Victoria Hodgson will
commence from the Main
Entrance of KARRAKATTA
Cemetery WEDNESDAY
(09.09.2026) at 9:00am.

f 2e~SOoVg
1800 732 766
REDCLIFFE - BELMONT

NEWEY:

The Service for Denis
William Newey will be held
THURSDAY  (10.09.2026)
at 10.00am at Seasons
Funeral Home Canning
Vale. All welcome.

POKLER:

A Funeral Mass to Honour
the Life of the late Mrs
Smiljana Jakica Pokler of
Beaconsfield will be held
at St Patrick’s Basilica, 47
Adelaide Street, Fremantle
on FRIDAY (11.9.2026) at
10:00am. At the conclusion
the cortege will arrive at
the main entrance of
FREMANTLE Cemetery for
a Burial at 12:15pm.

Dlomenbrance
Fneras

1300 799 093

WA Family Owned
ALL AREAS

REYNOLDS:

In accordance with her
wishes, Family and
Friends are respectfully
advised that a Private
Funeral Service for Mrs
Janice Anne Reynolds,
late of Geraldton will be
held.

=N
//\\\_
73 /vc reve
funeral home

GERALDTON 9964 3767
NFDA

STAFFORD:
A Cremation Service to
Honour the Life of Mathew
Wade Stafford will be held
at FREMANTLE Cemetery
FRIDAY (04.09.2026) in the
West Chapel at 1:15pm.

Domembranece
Fnerals
1300 799 093

WA Family Owned
ALL AREAS

WARDLE:

The Funeral Service to
Celebrate the Life of
Catherine ‘Cathy’ Wardle
will be held at PINNAROO
Cemetery, West Chapel on

FRIDAY (11.09.2026) at
3:30pm.
» @,
RIS, =B
Perth Cremations & Burials

Transparency - Integrity - Excellence
e BF

1800 331 990

WITHNELL:

The Funeral Service for
Douglaas Stephan
Withnell will commence

from the main entrance of
KARRAKATTA Cemetery
on TUESDAY (08.09.2026)
at 10.00am.

femio"\i

1800 732 766
REDCLIFFE - BELMONT

EMPLOYMENT

Local Govt.
Tenders

! ll CITY OF
The City of Albany is calling
for tenders for the following:

ClviL CONSTRUCTION
OF MCcALPINE RISE
SUB-DIVISION

Full Specification and Tender
Forms may be obtained from
the Ci of Albany website
www.all an\‘_wa .gov.au/
tenders. nders to be
submitted via VendorPanel
Public Tenders or_hand
delivered to the C|1t_y of
Albany’s North Road

" 2 North Rd, Al
osted to PO Box 484, Alban

/A 6331 by 10:00am AWS1>;
on Thursday 1 October
. Tenders should be
marked with the Contract
Number (C26029) and_be
addressed to the Chief
Executive Officer.

The lowest or any Tender will
not necessarily be accepted.

Employment

publish the material:

losses, damages, cost

action, proceedings,

malicious
copyright,

falsehood,
trademark or

legal,

breach any laws or

Consumer Act.

without giving any reason.

Che N est Anstralian

Advertisers and/or advertising agencies by submitting
or authorising material for publication by the Publisher
and in consideration of the Publisher agreeing to

1. INDEMNIFY the Publisher, its employees, agents and
related companies (as defined in the Corporations Act)
against all actions, proceedings, claims, demands,
and expenses
indemnity legal costs) arising out of or in connection
with the publication of the material including any such
claims,
damages, costs and expenses relating to defamation,
breach or

Competition and Consumer Act or breach of any other
equitable or statutory rights or breach of the
warranty in paragraph 2 below.

2. WARRANT that publication of the material will not give
rise to any claim of breach of any legal, equitable or
statutory rights against the Publisher and will not
regulations
prohibitions relating to advertising in the Australian
Consumer Law (schedule 2) of the Competition and

3. RIGHT TO REFUSE the company has the right to
refuse to publish or re-publish any advertisement

(including

demands, losses,

infringement  of

design, breach of the

including, the

Full advertising Terms & Conditions are available

upon request, phone (08) 9482 2555, or visit
http://ratecard.thewest.com.au/terms-a-conditions-the-west

BOWRA & O'DEA

WA family-owned.

Direct cremation from $4,380 (incl GST).

bowraodea.com.au

5111807-4



