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Bonegilla
5 Nov’ 52
Dear Cor, Jaap & Children,

Tonight I received your letter. I was very pleased to see it.

T have been on my own for the last 14 days, because Bep has gone to Melbourne to find work. Melbourne is
360 Km from here, but the end is in sight because, next Saturday the children and I are going to Melbourne
because Bep has found work as a painter.

Last night about 9 o’clock I was having a coffee, when they called over the sound system, there was a
telephone call for Mrs. Correlje. Now I ran my legs out of my you know what, it was Bep and he said “1
have found a house and come straight away™.

T have to fix the paper work first, and then I go part of the way by bus, then we have to sit in a train for 7
hours, followed by a taxi ride straight through the middle of Melbourne.
It is a beautiful city here, your eyes are falling out of your head. Here where we are, the scenery is beautiful.
mountains and mountains and then a valley with a beautiful waterfall and thousands of sheep.

You get meat here 3 x per day, but I don’t want it, I don’t like lamb meat and the children don’t like it
either. Bep wrote to me that last Sunday he bought a whole rabbit and it cost in Dutch money 65cents.

In three days 2 persons eat seven pound of meat here.

Is Tantje better? Did you go to the doctor with him? Did he have trouble with his stomach?

I have not heard from Thea and Ger, I wrote to them from the boat, but I have not heard from them yet.
Next time I will write to Marie, I have just written to Anna. Cor will you please give my new address to
Thea & Anna? I will write it very clearly on the back of the letter.

In case my address changes I will send it to you. Otherwise my mother will know it.

I have the book “The New Future” beautiful isn’t it? The pictures don’t lie, it is beautiful here.

Bep earns 16 pound a week, I have just learned the Australian pound is worth 10 guilders in Holland.
I’m trying to save 6 pound a week, so my mother and sister can come over for a holiday.
It is here hot one day and pours rain the next. It is Spring here.

Tt was nice of Marga to write something in the letter you sent. Next time I write to you I will get Hans to
write something to Marga. Hans and Rite are learning english at school, Rite is learning straight away A B
C and counting.

Please tell my mother, if it is not possible to come next year, I will come to Holland the next year, or she
has to come to Australia in an aeroplane.
Will you please give my greetings to Marie and Arie, Thea and Ger and Anna and Arie.
With me everything is great I am healthy as a fish. I don’t have to do a thing here.
Now Cor the letter is full. The best to everybody and please write back quickly.
Bye Cor, Jaap, Marga and Tantje.

, from Tonny
P. S. If you are going to see my mother please let her read this letter.

Tonny

Translation of Tonni Correlje’s letter to her sister in law Cor.
Translated to English by Hans Correlje February 2008



