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1947-1949. 

An Australian wife married to an Indo (Dutch) man begging the Australia Government (under Chiefly) 

to reconsider the government’s boycott on Netherlands East Indies in favour of the Indonesian 

freedom fighters. 
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About the Committee of Three and the Cheribon Agreement - here Australia outrightly is against the 
treatment of Indonesian independence in the past. They suggest that complete Independence be 
given to Indonesia. The Committee of Three is made up of Australia, Belgium and the United States 
and was appointed by the UN Security Council to help "make peace" between the Dutch and the 
Republicans in Indonesia (this was taken from the newspaper clippings below). 
The Cheribon Agreement: Signed in 25th March 1947, the Linggadjati Agreement (also known as the 
Cheribon Agreement) was a treaty signed by the Republic of Indonesia and the Dutch: 

• The main content of the agreement was that the Netherlands recognized the republic 
as the de facto authority in Java (including Madura) and Sumatra. Both governments 
were to cooperate in the formation of a sovereign, democratic, and federal United 
States of Indonesia, comprising the entire territories of the Dutch East Indies, including 
the Republic of Indonesia, Kalimantan (Borneo), and the Great East. Both governments 
were to cooperate in establishing a Netherlands–Indonesian Union with the Dutch 
queen as its head. Both the United States of Indonesia and the Netherlands–
Indonesian Union were to be formed not later than Jan. 1, 1949. The two governments 
agreed to settle by arbitration any dispute that might arise and that they could not 
settle by themselves. The agreement was intended to lay down broad principles, 
leaving the details to be worked out later. Each party interpreted the agreement to 
suit its interests, however, and eventually open conflict developed between the Dutch 
and Indonesian governments. 

•   
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Newspaper clipping exploring how oppositional member Menzies disagreed with Australia's stance 
towards the Indonesian Republics independence  
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Stating that the United States had joined Belgium and Australia on the Committee of Three 
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Concerns regarding Belgium and USA ties to the Dutch - trying to delay decisions of the Committee 
of Three which goes against UN desires of peace 
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More on difficulties getting results from America in the Committee of Three. 
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Australia disagrees with Committee's want for a Joint Police - see this as a way for the Dutch to get 
more control of Indonesia  
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Dutch getting antsy - the Committee of Three need to make a decision on a 'cease fire' 
  

-  

 

 

 



More about Dutch getting more support - Australia trying to be impartial 
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About Australia agreeing with Russia that all troops should be taken out of Indonesia 
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About the job of the Committee of Three as put by the UN 
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Agreement of the Committee of a complete ceasefire as of 4th August 1947 
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Australia's push for Dutch withdrawal in certain areas 
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31/12/47 on the Dutch making a plan that Indonesia become a 'United States of Indonesia' - Dutch 
will have more control over the sates where more Dutch are present? 
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Australia's want for peace in Indonesia 

 

 

 

 



9th January 1948. On what the Dutch want in regards to a truce. The third page suggests that if 
Indonesia does agree - they must say to the UN that it was because of military pressure put on them 
by the Dutch.  
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Australia asking the Dutch for a  thanks, considering how much they did to save Dutch life etc. during 
both WWII and the war with the Indonesian Republic (or Australia's impartiality during it) 
  



-  



-  



-  



-  

 

 

 

 



August 1947: Australia goes to the UN Security Council demanding a 'cease-fire' be enforced in 
Indonesia between the Republic and the Dutch 
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A letter which explores all of the problems so far with the dealings with the Indonesian Republic and 
the Dutch - much of this is economic, but also about trying to avoid anti-western ideas in Indonesia 
which will end international cooperation 
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Copy of an Article posted in the New York Times 4th April 1948: "There is the Pacific Also" - about 
the Pacific War during WWII 
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More about the concern of the Dutch weakening the Republics hold economically 
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About the wharf bans placed by labourers - does not directly aid the Indonesians, but inhibits the 
Dutch who are trying to get supplies over. The Dutch no longer register that there is a Indonesian 
Republican Government. 
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Australia now pleads with the UK to do something about the Dutch decisions against the Indonesian 
Republicans 
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Thanks by the Indonesian Government to Australia 
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Newspaper article highlighting that the Dutch and Australia had had very good relations during WWII 
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Criticisms on the US and UK stance 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



On Australia, Russia, and NZ's vote for Indonesia's independence 
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20th December 1948: Termination of Truce by UK and Dutch saying that Indonesia broke it first. It 
says that Dutch are revising notions on police action against the Republic. 
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This document outlines the Dutch as the 'aggressor' party 
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Cabinet meeting in Canberra about Australia's stance - still calling for cease fire by Dutch and that 
they return to their previously marked territories  
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The UN department calls for Dutch cease-fire 

 

 

 

 



 


