
AA File. A1838. ID 550297. East Indies – Evacuation from Netherlands East Indies to Australia of 

distressed Dutch subjects. 1945-1946.  

A newspaper clipping about Australia taking in Dutch (or white) internees – before war between 

Dutch and Indonesian Republic they had agreed to take between 5,000 and 10,000 for recuperation 

– this is in discussion to be bumped up to 50,000. About 200,000 have been displaced 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Australia agrees to take as many Dutch internees as possible. Depends on what is available. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



After WWII many Australian pilots are without jobs, and constantly asking the Dutch. However, the 

Australian Government announced on November 10 1945 that no pilots of the RAAF can fly to Java  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



On correspondence between the Red Cross, Aus Government and NEI Government about Australia 

aiding in relief in the NEI 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Australian Government explaining that they would not displace Australians from hotels and boarding 

houses for the Dutch, and instead that they will be put into camps 

 

 

 



The current state of Indonesia, especially Java, around 9/10th December 1945, especially in regards 

to Dutch residents 

 

 

 



Number of Dutch accommodated in Australia – Camp Columbia, hotel, guests houses etc. This shows 

that as of 11th December 1945 Camp Columbia was housing the most Dutch  

 

 

 



About availability of space for Dutch nationals to stay in Australia – apparently 10,000 can be held in 

camps 

 

 

 



SACSEA is requiring that Australia take 50,000 Dutch people in. (SACSEA = Supreme Allied Command, 

South-East Asia) 

 

 

 



About the agreements to have Dutch evacuees recuperate in Australia. Aus Gov had agreed on 6,000 

with accommodation permitting, while SACSEA needs countries to take around 50,000. This letter 

states that more than 10,00 would go beyond both Australia’s accommodation and food capacity  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



The capacities of current camps in Australia – especially Cowra, Harvey and Mt Martha 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Information about the RAPWI being taken in – what the Dutch would have to pay for, what Australia 

would supply etc. (RAPWI = Recovery of Allie Prisoners of War and Internees) 

 

 

 



SACSEA finding more accommodation for Dutch in Australia than what is available in camps. With a 

plan on sending 6000 by the middle of January 1946 and 2000 a month after. The figures were raised 

by SACSEA to 22,000. 

 

 



This undated letter confirms that Camp Columbia was being used as a go-between, where Dutch 

people from Indonesia were passing through before being housed in Australia for recuperation from 

war. 

 

 



This letter outlines the different number of evacuees permitted by the Australian Government – and 

why people are saying different numbers. 

 

 

 



This letter confirms that 10,000 Dutch evacuees will be housed in Australia. With 3,000 already 

present (unknown date), and 1,000 arriving each month. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



This Cipher message discusses the position of people in NEI as being in three categories. The most 

important for the Australian Government to help is those who cannot return to their homes for 

being Dutch etc.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



19th Jan 1946 – story from Bathurst of hotel rooms being booked out for Dutch evacuees, far before 

they arrive 

 

 

 



A quick overview of a meeting of SACSEA concerning the Dutch evacuees (full minutes are in page 23 

of this document on the NAA website) (ALFSEA = Allied Land Forces SE Asia) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



The conditions outlined by the Australian Government for Dutch evacuees and acceptance by the 

NEI Government 

 

 

 



A letter concerning the non-Dutch aliens entering Australia despite the Government demanding that 

only Dutch individuals are sent over. Mention of these non-Dutch aliens being held at Camp 

Columbia before being sent to accommodation. 

 

 



From a R. Zulog (not sure who to) about the treatment of women and children by the Indonesian 

people after the end of the war – and her disappointment at Australia’s lack of aid in the situation. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 


