AA File. A1838. ID 550297. East Indies — Evacuation from Netherlands East Indies to Australia of
distressed Dutch subjects. 1945-1946.

A newspaper clipping about Australia taking in Dutch (or white) internees — before war between
Dutch and Indonesian Republic they had agreed to take between 5,000 and 10,000 for recuperation
—this is in discussion to be bumped up to 50,000. About 200,000 have been displaced
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iin groups, although others re-
because of fear or pride.
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iy DISTRESS IN JAVA AND THE N.E.I.

Mpr., W. MacMahon Ball, the Australian Covemment
Political Representative in Batavia, has made the following
statements with respect to distress in Java and the N.E.I.:

The view that the food situation in Java is crit-
ical, with the prospect of widespread starvation by Feb-
rubary 1946 is well doemmented.

There is considerable disorder in Java and even in
Batavia there has been sporadic and violence resulting
in the disruption of public utilities and a general disor=-
ganisation. The lack of efficient loeal administration
has made even worse the situation with respect to supplies.

There have been sickening atrocities.

Duteh women and children, hitherto internees of the
Japanese, have been beseeching him to enzble them to gain
asylum for some months in Australia. Their condition is
pitiful. Theirs is a humenitarian appeal of the most urgent
and genuine kind. Approximately 190,000 persons wani
temporary ssylum somewhere. Australia should at least
provide a temporary home for some of them.

Some British authorities have =sked that Australia
should receive at least 50,000 ex-internees in order to
enzble them to recuperate.

assisting

Apart from xmlimyxixg Europeans in Java, there is a
strong case for providing shipping to move from Batavia
to the outer Indies some 10,000 Ambonese who have incurred
the hostility of the Javanese.






Australia agrees to take as many Dutch internees as possible. Depends on what is available.
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MR, MACMAHON BALL,
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28,
Repsated to Proud, Singepore

For Plumb,
Your g8,
Refsrence guots of svacuees.,

Federal Government hee heen considering whole question
Minister for Immigration hss stated that Government hed agréud in
principle to the reception for limited period for recuperuti;e
purposes of as many Dutch men, women and children from Indies as
Australia'e capaclity to accommodste them would allow.

The gneution i8 under dipcussion with the Duteh who
sppeer doubtrul about the numbers involvaed. The initiative now
1ieg with the Dutch in the matter,

Hotel and'boarding house ac odatic 8 geriounely v
P¥er-taxed in Australie and only sveiladb) wocomnodation will
possibly b6 in army camps. This aspect im boing examined.

War Cabinet,

Externsl Affairs (re draft 2,15/45

Immigration, : oy

Defance. i
o

4th Decenlber, 195486,
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With reference to your attached minute, I think I
remember Pennink having slso made tactless and embarrassing
remarks to the press in regard to -

(a) the ESPERANCE BAY movement;
(b) the Duteh troops on the STIRLING CASTLE;
(e) the use of Australian camps for Dutch evacuees,

He is also responsible for furnishing provocative reports to his
Minister on Indonesian incidents in Sydney.

24 I have said to Mr, Calwell that ve would prefer not
to debate with Pennink in the press, and that the matter
would be better handled by summoning Mr, Montijn, the Dutch
Counsellor and appropriately representing our misgivings to
him, He agreed.

3. Mr, Calwell is also concerned about Mr, Wessels, the
Dutch Vice Consul in Melbourme, As I told you yesterday, the
latter has been booking up large scale hotel and boarding
house accommodation for Duteh evacuees in various parts of
eastern Australis end, it seems, in and around the capital
cities and at resorts. Mr, Calwell feels that this »ill create
adverse comment against the Government, especially since many
of our ovn prisoners of war and their families are seeking
this type of accommodation for recuperative and other purposes,
He also points to our scute housing position. He asks that
when speeking to Montlj)n we inform the latter -

(a) that the Dutch action in booking up hotels and
boarding houses is viewed with disfavour;

(b) that actuelly such action can only react against
the Dutch in this country if Australisns find
themselves thereby deprived of accommodation;

(¢) thet Wessels and others should make no further
bookings end should not take up reservations
already mede;

(d) that the Commonwealth has agreed to take in Dutch
evacuees to the 1limit of our accommodation
capacity « a term which contemplated the use of
existing camp sites.

4, I have already reported having seen the Dutch
Minister and Wessels in Melbourne on 30th November, The Baron
is fully seized of the need to use camp facilities but I

doubt whether Wessels is, He made much of the difficulty of
obtaining food and staff for the camps but his Minister pointed
out that an emergency existed and that these difficulties

had to be overcome, When asked vhat he had done so far,
Wessels said he had booked and was continuing to book :
accommodation for the 2,000 evacuees already here. N
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Se The Dutch Minister said that he vould escertain

how many evacuees it was desired to send here. I said that if

we could be of any assistance in approsching the military

authorities on his behalf for camp sites he should let us know.

He was grateful for the offer of assistance.

6. I suggest that Mr. Montijn be called in this
afternoon, told of Mr, Calwell's anxiety and requests and
asked to lndicate (a) how many evacuees the Dutch propose
to bring in, (b) how they propose to provide for them and
(c) how we can be of further assistance.

5.12.45.




After WWII many Australian pilots are without jobs, and constantly asking the Dutch. However, the
Australian Government announced on November 10 1945 that no pilots of the RAAF can fly to Java
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Airmen Apply—
For Dutch Jobs

Hundreds of ex-R.A AF, pilots
had applied to the Netherlands
Consulate for flying duties with
the Dutch forces, the Consul
General (Mr, J. D. D, Pennink)
said yesterday.

Mr. Pennink d that the applica-

refused because his
Government did not need pllots.
Australian pilots seeking any type of

flying were com.ln calling at
the coﬁbulnte offices, s’ud

Permission Rofuud
They had apparently
less :uymors that the Netherhngmm
ernment needed flyers in Java,
“Even if nx Government did need

[The Federal Oovernmcnl announced
on November 10 that no members of the
R.AAF. would be allowed to go to Java
to serve with the Dutch.]

Members of the Consulate staff said
that the pllots seemed dissatisfied at
the prospect of returning to civilian life.

All were men in their early twenties,
who said thei were little more than
office boys when they enlisted.

National Archives of Australia NAA: A1838,






On correspondence between the Red Cr
' oss, Aus Government and NEI Gover i
aiding in relief in the NEI nment about Australa

\ HET NEDE
Netherlands Indies Red C

Temple Court,
422 Collins Streat,

Melbourne.

ber,1845.

RK.3/5703
My dear Dr. Newman Morris,

I wish to refer to 1
addressed to my JSSlctﬂﬁt, Mr. lcher,
ue with the views of the Frime
Chifley, in regard to the reques
Qctober for assistance by the &
to the Netherlandg Indies F
of relief supplies to Jave
Indies.

I have not faile
of the Netherlands Indies bed
views Px*)rm.an' r/ the Aus (r lisz ¥
to you dated 6th November, ..A.ua
Indies Red Cross qnuiehJ, in turn,
with the Netherlands Indies Governme
now peen instructed by the Chai

Ked Cross Society at Batavia
lor the transportation &n 11E

on of these suprlies, as

suggested after the conference hel your office on Eth
November, is unacceptable to the Netherlands Indies Government.
You will recall thet in my letter of L th

October I requested the co-o neration of your society re
transportation under your ress 111tv of ”uf‘ relief supplies
as needed by the porulation ir i other 3 of
Netherlands Indies, leaving it to
which kdnd of goods ~nnulg be shiy
could then be fade available to
arcels, foodstuffs anc To.h‘m of
in Australia on behalf of the Netherlands Indie

f ot

I added

woul é {111 to

such relief supplies from ieg f th
Australian Red Cross Soci +1 ' e Teement

that such stocks

the sole . ’ t
Red ot ¥ Net
te be « Our ’ .
hola 1tself re to g i 1
for &ll costs i ter.
;.k‘e fgl o\ 1"; o
(1) Y e




(() 411 the goods su hall be clearly s Red
< Cross zoods, not for sal but for free dist ution
without discrimination, to any human being in need,
regardless of race, colour or cresd
(3) These arrangefients will extend to personal se: e in the
distribution of the goods and Australian Red will
supply three (3) teams with speeial skills who 11 work

under whatever authority is u*rnpﬁ upon by S.E.AC.

(4‘ Australian Red Cross is prepared to ‘!‘I‘wh ‘e for the
charterihg of the ships and will sug relief te
1

g
the Netherlands Indies Government to the goods.

’

In !‘epl,, to t.h:\‘,, the Netherlands Indies Government
has etated that, although it would welcome the operation bet een the
ustralian and the Netherlands Indies I c g 4
agree to free distribution of the &
@peedy return to normal economic co
supply woods in return for services oI
services. It zoes without saying that in
goods would be supplied without asking for

co

e
- oy

should not become a general policy within the enti
rehabilitation programme for the Netherlands Indie '
exception to the general rule, that the availn‘:l of supplies and

ity
consumer goods should be an inducement for the peedy return to

normzl conditions.

number of Netherlunda
ther cen for

also deemed sary that
y three teauns for this# purpose

In view also
Indies personnel being availale
distribution of relief supplies,
the Australian Red Cross should su
in the Netherlancs Indies.

.‘\:”
pd

opinion which
possibility of
and the

ing of relief

I am afraid thst the difference
seemg to exist on these impeortant points precl
the conclusion of an arrangement between the Al
Netherlands Indies Red Cross Societies for the
supplies to the Netherlands Indies, but ir your Lxecutive
might consider that the abovementioned condi ns a8 laid down in
‘the conference held in your office on November £ are not essential
tio your co-operation being given for 3 n iy letter

!

of 12, T shall be glad to be at your 1 ther
consultations on this subject.

In the mezntime, I would like to use this
opportunity to thank yru for the trouble you have taken in consi
this matter as fully as you have done.

And remain,

o8t since QUTE o
(s 3 NG OL EAAL .

Dr. J. Newman Morris,

Chairman, Austrslian Red Cross Society,
National Headguaters,

122 Flinders Street,

MELECURNE, C




Australian Government explaining that they would not displace Australians from hotels and boarding
houses for the Dutch, and instead that they will be put into camps

----...........llIIIlllllllllllllllll.....j

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.
dq.,,‘
THE SECRETARY:
Dutch Evacuees.

I asked Mr. Montijn, the Dutch
Counsellor, to call this afternoon
when I expiained to him as tactfully
&8s possible the Government's views
and wishes on the booking of hotel

and boarding house accommodation for
their evacuees,

Dutech officials, He accepted our
approach in the right spirit and was
altogether friendly,

I also spoke in a general way
about Dutch recovered prisoners of
war and internees., Mr. Montijn is
still awaiting a figure from the
N.E.I. Government authorities which
he can submit to us to examine, I
gave him tentatively some estimate of
the camp capacity that has so far been
notified to us by Soeial Services
(roughly 14,000),

Mk -

10.12.45,
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,

N

THE SECRETARY:

He will pass these on
to his Minister and to the appropriate

DUTCH EVACUEES,

Mr. Calwell dined > ith the Prime
Minister last night. The P.M, has
authorised the following request, -hich
we will have to make, to the Dutch
Legation :

(1) Any accommodation space which they
have booked up in advance at hotels and
boarding-houses ete. to be immediately
cancelled.

(i1) no Australians are to be put out
of hotels or boarding-houses for

the Dutch,

(111) Any evacuees vho enter
Australia in future to go into camps.

I saw Mr. Montijn yesterday, but
kept off the apove since I suspected
and subsequently confirmed that Social
Services had in a number of respects
been involved in the booking up of
Hotel and boarding-house accommodation
in the past. I shall see Mr, Montijn
again today and make the appropriate
request to him.

lcsk

7.12.45.




The current state of Indonesia, especially Java, around 9/10t" December 1945, especially in regards
to Dutch residents
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. SE CRET i
.

/T CABLEGRAM.

I.38110
‘- LAQ NR2787
DEGYEEER FROM - DATED 3th December, 19486.
%. 0. PLUMB ESQ. , ‘
BATAVIA. BECEIVED 10th December, 1845.
I TATE.

28. Repeated to Proud, Singapore.
Your telegram 33.

RAPWI state that they have located approximately
{80,000 APWI in Jgva but that the number may be further increasad
1 ¥ and when Allied forces enter areas atill under Indonesian
contirol. about 120,000 of them are atill 1iving in internment
camps, the remainder, less of courss comparatively few from Java,
have been acoommodated outeids the caumps.

st food retiona sustain life but eare
ingufficiont rerially sssist physical rehabilitation of
former internees. The British occupation forces ars providing
Bpisish Army Tield rations to AF 7Y in Betavia, Bandoeng,
Bultengorg and Semarang on the basia of one guarter of the normal
sn Yo sach mperann. Thie 1s supplemented by such foo/stuffs
88 ce bisined from Japanese stocks and from local sources
but gpuch suppliss are mot constant. For example no frash
vagataples can procured for Batavia APWI at present. In

X 1iving eclely on Japanese food stocke and on
ocally, The victuslling problem there will
large numbera of Indonesiana and Chiness
dents are returning to the clty following its complete
pathon by the British. They will make ssrious inroads into
Dpliss.

=

There is a particular need for canned fruit Juices,
g, milk and vegetsbles, which are necessary to restore ex-
nges, of whom S0 percent are women and children, to normal
s 18

Olothing for women and children sultable for this ‘
ta'1s required urgently. I understand the Dutch have large
¥ elothing and food sccummulated in Australia which cannot
& to Jave. There is sufficient clothing here for the

Mediocal suppliea are stated by RAPWLI to be adequate.

Christison 18 most anxious that he be relicved of
sibility for fesding forme nternece so that he may devote
ces to military purposes. Prior to the collspee of
intention was that British forces would provide 30 days!
© APWI after which the tch would essume responsibility
quent political developments negatived that plan.

War Cabinet /
fence /

ternal Affeirs [
Army
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DEFARTMENS &¥
EXYERNAL AFFAIRS

< TRL. MU B2 COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
ALL CORMUNICATIONS BOULD BE
ABED TO THE DIRECTON- s
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, Al DEC 1945

CEMENAL, HOX 434, .70, MELOOUNAK
N PLY PLEASE GUOTE

1130/ - MELOOURNE,

KinneEAR HOUSE, 114 KING PTREET.

| 3gtn Decembers. .. 1ba De

The Secretary,
pepartment of External AfTairs,

putch Nationals at present in Australisa

In reply to telephoned enqulry by Mr. Kevin to
7th December, 1945, regarding

Mr. Coleman of this pepartment on
ber of Dutch nationals who are accommodated in Australia,
wing information supplied by the Vice Consul of the

Netherlands is forwardeds—
Number accommodated in Army Camp sites -

(8) t
Camp Columbila (@'1a.) 400
(b) Number accormodated in hotels and guest houses,
Vie. 700. N.S.W. 150.

W.A, — 450. S.A. 50,

(¢) Total sccommodsted (&) and (v) sbove up to
17+th November, 1945 - 1750.

(R
Direcdt

General

Department of Immigration,

' Copy peferred to Acting Secretary,
11245



About availability of space for Dutch nationals to stay in Australia —apparently 10,000 can be held in
camps
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SACSEA is requiring that Australia take 50,000 Dutch people in. (SACSEA = Supreme Allied Command,
South-East Asia)

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

RO 'Y I. 387514
sc170/P
DECYPHER FROM: Dated 15th December, 1945
1506
J.C.R. PROUD ESQ., Read. 16th December, 1945

AUSTRALTAN GOVERNHENT REFRESENTATIVE,
SINGAPORE,

MOST TMMEDIATE:
Ro. 3.

Farther to my telegram 29, Rumbers of
Rapwl. tc be evascuated to all Countrisa ie being dscided by
S CaBaEsA, not the Dutoh Authorities, The present
reguirements aporoximately 50,000,

Under theeas oiroumatances thay scneider it
unnecespery to obtain any figures from the Dutch in Avstralia.
Can you edviee immediately how many Australie oculd abheord.

Wfa san see nco objection here to Rapwi
rimning the campe on the besisof self help.

WAR CABITET
DEFENCE
EXTERNAL AFFATRS
IMMTIRATTON

16th Dacember, 1945
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About the agreements to have Dutch evacuees recuperate in Australia. Aus Gov had agreed on 6,000
with accommodation permitting, while SACSEA needs countries to take around 50,000. This letter
states that more than 10,00 would go beyond both Australia’s accommodation and food capacity

5 4“. { ‘ DRAFT.

FOR CABINET:

KEVACUEES FROM NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES,

On November 29th, following official and other
reports of the acute distress prevalling among released
internees and prisoners of war in Java, the Minigter for
Immigration and Information announced that the Coumonwsalth
Government was agreeable in principle to the reception for a
limited period for recuperative purposes of as many Duteh
men, women, and children, from the N.E.I. as Australia's
capacity to accommodate them would allow. He indicated that
in view of the grave housing shortage here, camp areas
would probably have to be used for the evacuees.

24 The Commonwealth Government had previously agreed
to accept 6,000 Dutch evacuees, subject to accommodation beir
available and to the erection of special buildings not belng
involvede Up to 17th November last, the Netherlands
authorities here had availed themselves of this offer

to the following extent:-

(a) Accommodated in Army camnps

400 in Camp Columbia, (ueedsland (they have not
availed themselves of Camp Casino and Camp Darley
which have been available to them);

(p) accommodated in hotels and boarding houses =

1,350, dispersed as follows Weila 0; B.i. 503
Victoria 700; N.S.W. 150.
Se On 16th December at 2 stralian Political
Representative with SACSEA at Singapore stated t
‘
number to be evacueed from the N.E.I. is now belng
by Admiral Mountbatten and that the present reguar nt
is to evacuee 50,000 who 1d be sent s cow
able snd willing to accept them. ol o £ ive usked
to be informed —immedistel wnbex rall b1




Lo Prior to this signsl/ from our Hepresentative,
the Commonwealth offer, agfiade by Mr. Cnlwell,nuu been formally
notified to the Netherlands Minister on 30th November, with
the request that he submit & figure which could be examined

in the light of the camp accommodation and other facilities

available in Australia. proaches;

this figure has not been forthcoming, Dutch officlals clalming
that they are still awaiting edvice from the letherlands

authorities in Java.

Dutch authorities both here s e N.E.I. appeared to be
concerned

less/than our thorities about the distressing

e—in—whieh theirownnettenele—find Loenpelyes.
Se The Australian Political Representative at

Singapore considers that since the guestion of evacuation

ie now being handled by SACSEA, we need not walt upon the

Dntch. Both Admiral Mountbatten and he are anxious for

urgent advice, as it is desired to make use of immediately

available shipping.

6 Enguiries indicate that sufficient camp accoumoda=
"

tion could be immediately cbtained esd Western Australia,

Queensland, Victoria, and NHew So ath Weles, to accommodate

from

£fg 10,000 to 12,000 evacuees. Enguiries of Food Conmtrol

bk Dl L1 " Py T S/ :

-l-i-aié the imoz‘ﬁ.—a.wf sn that the reception of 10,000 would not

be beyond the capackty of our food suppli s,although ous

of course be affec

g

surplus for export w
Te There sre strong humanitarian reasons

the Coutonwealth doing W

Du't’-clfmen, women, snd chi

by Mr. McMshon Ball, an eye-witness, | e itiful.

are slso reasons Fav

L LA



O{pRL Bl tn . popls
already knows of our z'eeéei-nessdto accept evacuces to the

1imit of our accommedation capacity, be informed oi‘ the

following terms -

"Bour 29 and 31. You should inform SAGSEA that we can
receive up to 10,000 Dutchmen, women, and children,
subject to the following -

o

= SACSER -
guﬁb W‘i u@_ﬂ 7‘? {
(Q*LJ\ « ty for the reception, care, and maintensnce of the

£R

undermm"ﬁ*um Txé"ﬁut h
vl Y i lx %. Nl i,
w:.l'l assume all respopsa.blll

£ " ccliins
evacuees and for all costs, excluding camp sites

which we widd make available ~—~pee-0f Chalges

(b) the—smeedte—exelnde tubercular and Veds
T ot e eclided

Las well as those requiring hospitalisation and

cases

those miho are bedridden, infirm, blind, or unsble
to lock after themselves. Ve have no available
sanitoria even for our own people and hospital
accommodation is severelﬁéxe%% for Cargo
ot fo aZivenek oh doficct
(e) medical examination before REmaTiuTEX embarkation;
(a) the term Dutch can ¥ if necessary, be read as
including EBurasians, but we are“éﬁi‘f‘&{"sﬁ‘é‘“
keep the entryes to whites;

nind

u—#‘oafau
R TRDT i SACSE.AZM&L.‘LM :the Dutch

auvthorities concerned in any movementéhea:s, that the all
arrsngements must necessarily be left to them. The movement

will presumably be spaced, but will nevertheless be a large

meM one involving them/in a good deal or hard workﬂand preparation
Merely to land these people he=e is now enough andthis

should be stressed.




The capacities of current camps in Australia — especially Cowra, Harvey and Mt Martha

g ‘ 591 2 (7
!"”M COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. / =
(IUNICATIONS SHOULD 68
3 “#HD TO THE DIRECYOR- ot
BEXTAML, G O, MELOOURNE. DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, e
IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE KINNEAR HOUSE, 114 KING STREET,
= ) MELBOURNE, ................. A06H December, . 1045,

The Secretary,

Department of External Affairs, { 1.9 DEC 194
CANBERRA. ALCT, 5 J 945 :
EVACUSES FROM NETHERLANDS EAST INDIEG: SN J

With reference to your memorandum of 1lth December,
and to the discussions Mr.Egan had with Mr.Kevin concerning

the abovementioned subject, I desire to confirm the information
given regarding camp facilities.

Location end type of accommodation available.

COWRA Prisoner-of-war camp is now available for disposal.
The camp has a hutted capacity of 4,000, with all
facilities, and is sewered.

HARVEY Hutted camp with all facilities other than sewerage,
is also available for disposal. This camp has a
capacity of 1,000.

MT . MARTHA Tented camp with hutted facilities, has a capacity
i or 4,500,

With additional minor accommodation, it is thought there would
be available camp capacity for about 10,000 persons. It is
not known what facilities in way of blankets, kitchen utensils,
etc. are available, but enguiry is being made into this aspect,
end further advice will be furnished as soon as possible.

With regard to hospital accommodation, it is thought
the Air Force hospitals at Wagga and Tocumwal would very likely
become available in the near future, although it has not been
possible to obtain a definite statement from the R.A.A.F. in
this regard. Both hospitals have 150 beds. There is also a
possibility that a LOO bed hospital at Townsville will become
vacent in the near future.

The following is an extract from a report prepared by
the Chief Liaison Officer of this Department relative to some
additional aspects of this question discussed over the telephone
by Colonel Coleman with lMr.Kevin, viz. -

"It was slso requested that the following information
be supplied:-

(a) Number of Dutch nationals who have already arrived
in Australia®

(b) Number sccommodated in Army Camps?
f (¢) Number accommodated in other than Army Camps?

'\) On 7th December, I interviewed Mr.Wessels, Vice Consul
NQK / [' of the Netherlends and discussed the question referred to in

é%/\e«m Vot .7

/paragraphs



A}’ paragrephs 4 and 5 above. Regarding paragraph 5 (a.b.c.) the

2.

following informetion is submitted -

a) 1750
b) LOO in Camp Columbia (Queensland)
c) Perth 450, Adelaide 50, Victoria 700, New South Wales 150

Mr.Wessels explained that as the Dutch nationals arriving in
Australia were being accommodated with the object of recuperating
them to health, after their sojourn in Japanese prison camps,
and the fact of accommodating them in disused Army Camps would
not be very beneficiasl to them, when it is considered that most
of them have spent long periods in concentration camps, and that
Army camps in the main were erected for temporary accommodation
of troops and generally speaking are not suitable for mixed
sexes and children, if the withdrawal of civilians from N.E.I.
was part of an evacuation plan, then the use of Army Camps would
be necessary. At the present time the Dutch authorities have
esteblished a reception staff in each State, who desl with
reception, transport, medical attention and pay of all Dutch
ex—internees on and after their arrival. I am advised that

no difficulty is being experienced in the distribution of food
or clothing coupons to the ex-internees. The Dutch suthorities
slso have a number of Welfare Workers with their Red Cross
sections. I am also informed that a complete medical staff,
consisting of doctors, dentists, nurses and orderlies are
expected to arrive in Australia shortly, but difficulty is being
experienced in obtaining a suitable establishment in Victoria

to form a hospital. At present the Dutch authorities are not
in a position to say what numbers of nationals are expected to
arrive in Australia, and are seeking that information from the
Netherlands Indies."

In sny discussions that have taken place up to the present
between this Department and the Dutch authorities relative to the
reception of Dutch nationals from Jave, it has been made clear by
the Dutch authorities that they have their own orgsnisation for
dealing with the reception, accommodation, transport, etc. of all
Dutch ex-internees and nationals arriving in Australia for
recuperation and that they attend to their own financial arrangement
It seems desirable that arrangements should be made on these lines
in the event of any further nationals being sent to this country
for rehabilitation. ;

F.H. ROWE)
Director-Gen iLS




Information about the RAPWI being taken in — what the Dutch would have to pay for, what Australia
would supply etc. (RAPWI = Recovery of Allie Prisoners of War and Internees)
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SACSEA finding more accommodation for Dutch in Australia than what is available in camps. With a
plan on sending 6000 by the middle of January 1946 and 2000 a month after. The figures were raised
by SACSEA to 22,000.
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This undated letter confirms that Camp Columbia was being used as a go-between, where Dutch
people from Indonesia were passing through before being housed in Australia for recuperation from
war.

EOR THE SECLETARY.
DUZCH EVACUSZS,

My, Poeters has been in touch with Holst
Pelikassn regerding Proud's telegrame. Holst Pelikaan
claims that Proud's statements are entirely without
foundation, He says thet up to the present he has been
recelving on an average of twenty-five to thirty Dutch
evacuees who ere arriving here each day by eir., He is
accommodating them temporarily in Camp Columbia, Brisbane,
and frou there he is spreading them out in hotels, boarding
houses, and a number of unused establishments, whlch he
has taken over.

Mr, Peters appears to have known nothing of
these arrivals or arrengements. We certainly knew nothing
of them. When I asked Peters how the arrivals and
arrangements were reconciled with Calwell's strong stand
against the Dutch using other than Army camps, he said
that Holst Pelikaan stated this morning that he had been
in touch with ¥r, Celwell and "had satisfied him" on what
was being done. He had zlso written to lire Calwell,

1 asked ¥r, Peters to get in touch with Mr, Calwell, and
2;2’5:23 precisely what conversations he had had wit.h

Holst Pelikean told Mr. Peters that he has
made no arrangements to bring in any large number of
evacuees., He has done nothing whatsoever about camp
accommodation,

I impressed upon Mr, Peters thast the answers
to Proud's telegram on this subjeet are primarily a matter
for him and Social Services, and that we aweited his
replies, The same remark applied to the British Governsg
ment's enquiry, ebout shipping.




This letter outlines the different number of evacuees permitted by the Australian Government —and
why people are saying different numbers.

FILE COPY
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31st December, 1945.

MEUORANDUY for:

ol - Immigration
’

CANBEERAL

DUICH EVACUEES,

You will observe from his telegram of

December 27th, that the Australian Government Represent-
ative at Singaspore is somewhat confused as to the number
of evacuees the Commonwealth is willing to aceept, one
reason for his uncertainty being the movement of some
twenty-five evecuees to Australie each day by lir. ven
Holst Peliksan., He refers to a reported Dutch target
of 22,000 and to the accommodation of the evacuees in
other than camp areas.

2. On December 19th, Mr. Proud was informed,
at the instance of your Department, that the Kinister for
Immigration was agreeable to the temporary admission of
up to 10,000 evacuees subject to (a) assumption of all
mpmi‘uitiu by the Dutch; (b) the exclusion of
certain medical categories, He had already, on Decenber
12th, been told that camp areas in Australia would have
to be used for the evacuees and that the Netherlands
suthorities here had been asked to furnish a figure of
evacuees which could be examined in the light of suitable
camp areas avallable and other fecilities.

3. Since the matter is under active and
apparently urgent consideration by Admirsl Mountbatten,
you will no doubt wish to transmit through this Departe
ment a to Mr. Proud's queries of December 27th snd
a reply to the queries contained in his telegram of
20th and 24th December., Copies of these telegrams have
been referred to you and to the Department of Soclal
Services with whom you are presumably in consultation.

4, You will also have seen two telegrasms from
the Dominions Office of December 19th, one of which enquires
whether it would be in accordance with the wishes of the
Coumonweslth and New Zealand Governments if they supported,
vis a vis the United States, a Netherlands Government
request for the allocation of shipping space required for
the move of 15,000 evacuees to Australia and New Zealand.

It will no doubt be desred slso to send through this
Depertment a definitive reply to this enquiry.

Se You will resdily appreciate our interest in
the development of this matter which bears directly on the
Commonwealth's politicsl relations with the Netherlands
Government end on our relations with the Supreme Allied
Commander, South East Asia Command, Any further assistance
which this Department can give in discussions with the
Netherlands suthorities or in implementing your decisions
the Australian Government Representative at Singapore

will offered most readily, /- AP

1o n ‘bvﬁ'lw.: n U QUL o irlin Lin A ALL }

/o[ua. Ay Ablad all Co

Seeretary.




This letter confirms that 10,000 Dutch evacuees will be housed in Australia. With 3,000 already
present (unknown date), and 1,000 arriving each month.

)
)

2 : Your telegrams 44, 56 and 656 - As there appears
ia be some confusion in regard.to arrangements for movement of
Duteh evacuees from Java to A\iatrane for recuperation purvoses,
you are advised that the position is briefly as follows.
lnﬁtu for Immigration agreed that Dutch authorities could
~ introduce evacuees up to the 1imit which couvld be suitably
| 4TS gsccommodated, Stop. Owing limited extent suitable accomnoaation

‘ in sight, present target is up 65 10,000 under conditions already
| xnown to you. This nuuber includes 3,000 Who have already arrived.

] SR yr, van Holst Pellekean, Netherlends Trade

_' Commissioner, uel'bourne, is 1n charge arrangements for ueeption,

sccommodation and care these evacuees, He states under present
conditions can place approximately 1,000 a month, that evamees
are being brought to Auat.nlia by Dutch planes on average thtrty
deily, snd that he has co-operation of Reapwi organisaetion at

- Batavis and Singapore in regard to personnel selected for despatch .i
to Australia, : i

He 1is negouat%:u%x rny, Atz end 12vy hoie sy

viu ondonvming secure additional mendhlyaucta from beginning

_ next month, He knows nothing of estimeted numbers referred to

in first peragraph your telegram 56.

He states Hospital Ship "Tasman" now on wey to
Jeva has been allocated to carry evacuees to Now Zealand,
approximately 700 a month.

Regarding your telegram 55, you could suggest
that Netherlands Representative, General Weysiman, should
commmicate with Ven Holst Pellekaan who could advise yeu/wm

fully of arrangements he has made this end. X/ //
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L4th Jenuary, 1946.

Repatment of External Affairs,

External gommnications),
&mn- A.C. T,

I am directed to request that you will kindly
arrange for a cablegram to be seat to the gecretary of gtate
for pominion Affeirs, London, in the following terms;-

" Repeat to Prime Minister, New Zealend, and
SNGRET, (!\nstralisn Political Hepresentative, Singasores)
your telegram No. 534 of 19th December, Netherlands

Indies evacuees = Dutch suthorities in Australia who are
responsible for reception and accommodation of evacuees
are intreoducing from 600 to 800 persens & month by
Dutch planes which is limit their capacity by this means,
They have already introduced 3000 snd present target

From end this month they state they will be sble
provide accommodation for approximately 2000 mon
end would greatly eppreciate shipping ensble app. tely
41000 to be brought by sea if possible at end Jenuary and
thereafter 1000 each month for February, March and April.

commonweslth government would suppert approach to
the pnited States government for allosation shi
space to bring Dutch evacuees to Australia, provided
present shipping allocated for repatriation of Australian
service personnel is not interfered with."

aotiig seorerady,




This Cipher message discusses the position of people in NEI as being in three categories. The most
important for the Australian Government to help is those who cannot return to their homes for
being Dutch etc.

p—— -

AAE C121 (o) ATETRALIAR MILITARY RORGES o rar o
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7 ¥
A CIPHER MESSAGE

R message will not be distributed outside British or U.S. Government Departments
o o’:'“ H’:nguartdrs or retransmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased.
gl gﬂl (Messages marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased)

FROM

DATE—Time of Origin

CEEL G5
FOR ACTION

s 2o 4

TO —— S WASEINGTON_ 7000/  MELPOURNE —

TMETATE
" SEACOS 604. TOP SEC

FOR COS FROM MOUNT BATTEN. IT IS NOT YET POSSIBLE TO JRRINCT TEE
SITUATION WHICH WLLL OBTAIN IN NIX AFTER COURSE Y HAS BZiN GOMPLET-
BD. IT MAY BN TH.T CONDITIONS WILL BE SUFFIGLENTLY TRANQUIL TO
REDUOE REFUGEE PRCBLEM YERY CONSIDERABLY. ON OTHER HAND IF COURSE
¥ DOR3 NOT ACHIIVE ITS CBJECTS THE POSITION MAY DETERLORATE RAPIDLY

'AND DISASTRQUSLY 4ND T-RY URGENT ACT!CN WILL BE REQUIRED TC SAVE

1IVES CF MANY THOUS-NDS CF FZOPLE. IT IS FCR THES REASON THAT I
CONSIDER AT LEAST PRUIIMINARY ST-TS SHOULD BS TAKEN ALONG LINZS
INDRGATZD IN P.RA 7 BELOW . ,
3y THE DUTCH NATIOWALS IN THIS THEATRE FELL UNDER THREE MLIN HE.P-
b -1

(A) RABYI REZCCVERED FROM JRPS IN TERRITORISS OTHER THAN THEIR
CCUNTRY CF DCMICILE IN NEL 4ND WHC HAVE %C BE RETURNED ETO.

(B) REFUCHES DEFINED 4S PTASONG DRIVEN FRCM 4ND PREVENTED FROM
RETURMING TC THEIR HOMES 4ND CR CCUNTRY OF DUMECILE BY CIRCUMBTLNGES
CYER WHICH THEY ILVE NC CCNTRCL. SEFERAL THESZ PERSCMS ART MIXED
SUTOH 4FD INDONESIAN DESCENT AND S.ME ARE INDONESIAN.

(¢) IFTU UNC.PTURED IN THEIR CCUNTRY CF DOMICILE BUT WHOM WE MAY NOT
‘BE 4BLE TC LEAVE IN E.NDS OF UNFRIENDLY NATIVES, THE TCTAL CF
PERSCNS UNDER THESE HELDINGS V.RY FREQUINTLY VITH FLUCTUATION IN

SITUATION IN JAVA BUT 4. MCMENT IS APPROXIMATELY 15 €CCO, THE FCRI~
MCST FROBLEM CCNCERNING REFUGEES IN (B) ABCVE IS TC MAINTA].IN &ND

ACCCMMCDATT THEM UNTIL SUCH TIME 45 THEY CAN RETURN TC THELR CCUNTRY
CF DOMICILE IN NEIL.
CCUNTEY .

IT IS DESASTZROUS PLACE THEM IN SCME CTHER



~™

Sn2ss
-2 e

P ~ :

‘* ALTHCUGE IT TS CGONSIDERED WRCNG IV PRINCIPLE TC LLCATE LARGE
SEMEERS (F EURCREANS IN ORIENTAL TERRITCRIES NCT EQUIPPED TC 4BSCHB.
THEM IT HAS B .EN NECESSARY TC ACCCMMCDATE SUCH PERSCNS IN VARICUS |
CCUNTRIES IN SCUTH T:ST 4ETA CCMMAND &S AN INTERUM 43URE V'E[‘fEG
GC VERNMENT CEYLON Hat LGREED) TC ACCEPT 5G00 BUT FLR.SIX MONTHS CNLY.
HERE iRE AT PRESENT 15(0C [N SIAM AND IT IS PLANNED TC INCREASE TMLS
TC 1“’00; THE EFFECT (1] SIAMISE ECCNCMY CF RETENITAN SUCH A NUMBE!

F EURODEANS IN SL.M FCR A4 OCNSIDERABLE PERICD MiY BE SERICUS. THE R3ST
52000 NOW CUTSIDE JiVa 455 LCCATED MLINLY IN SINGLPCRE (14¢C0) -
SUM.TR: (23C00). -
4. THE AUST GCVERNMENT HiS CFFERED TC ACCEPT 1(COO IN G.MPS AND THE
CUNDITICNS C(F ENTRY (F KENUGEES LAID DCWN BY AUST BASE GCVERNMINT HiS
BEEN IXAMINED HERE AND AGRRED WITH DUTCH. IN 4DDITICN THERE HAS BiS3N
4 STEADY, TTCKLE FRCM NETHIRLANDS BiST INDIES INK AUSTRALIA AND THI
DUTCE STATE THEY HAVE VADF ARRANEEMENTS “KIVATELY FCR AND AN INDETIR~
MINATE NUMBER UP TO 45CC, THE AUSTRALTAN GUVERIMINT HAS ASKED THE
T?TAL NUMBER WHICH CAN B% 4CCEPTED TN THAT GOUNTRY,

5. I CONSIDER THEREFCRE ARRANGEVENTS HAVE B7IN MiDE WHEREBY IN MOST
FAVCURABLE CTRCUMETAYORS SCMF 3650 REFUGEES CAN BE ACCCMMCDATED
ELSEWEERE THIS IS CNLY A4 SMALL BEGINNING TCWARDS SCLUITCN WHCLE
PROBLEM,

6o INFORMLL ENQUIRIES HAVE 4LSC BIFN MiDE BY DUTCH RUGARDING ACCEPT-
ANGE REFUGEES IN STH LFRICAL BUT NO REPLY HaS BREN RECEIVED. FURTHER
ENQUIRIES ARE ALSC BEING M.DE AS TC 4BILITY GLV AUST TC ACCEPT RBIRUGEES
ADDITICNAL THCST ENUMERGTED IN PARG 4e '

7, (CEIER DUTCH RiD CR(SS CFFICIAL)* IN HIS SIGNAL 281C4S .NO-V TC
F(RIIGHN (FFICE URGED TH..T USh .ND BRITISH GCVS BE URGINTLY INVITE)

' T HELB LIX IN SCVING DUTCH PACBLEM. I RE,UEST TH.T AGRETMANT BE
CBIAINED CF USs GCV 4ND DUTCH GCVS 4ND PCSSIBLE BRITISH CCLUNIAL GOVS
WHC MIGHT BE &BLE ASSIST IN ACCEPTANCE DUTCH REFUGEES,. FURTHER (NCEZ THEE
"\GRMNT IS CBTAINED I REQUEST PEREISSICN THIS HQ TC M.KA PRELTIMINARY
DETAILED ARRANGEMENTS VITH GLVS CCNCERNED WITH CBIECT PUTTING THmY T
FCRCE SHOULD NICESSITY DRMAND,

LA

8 CHLY WHEN THIS HiS BIEN DINE C.N I FCRMULALTE A PLAN FCR REMCVAL

Lot e ! ) ? selle R
cs » <. © ASAst . e 7




D.16 1638

10 SECRETARY DEPT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MEEBOURNE

FROM SECRETARY DEPT OF THE ARMY NS&FZOURNE
REFERENCE YOUR 1338 OF 24TH DECEMBER.
IT IS DESIRED TO CONFIRM TELEPHONIC ADVICE TO

DEPARTMENT OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Ree’d

7 JAN 1946

MRh“LLL ON

28TH DECEMBER THAT PROVIDED THE SHIPPING AT PRESENT ALLOTTED IS

NOT INTERFERED WITH, THE EVACUATION OF DUTCH TO AUSTRALIA WILL

NOT AFFECT THE REPATRIATION OF AUSTRAL | AN SERVICE PERSONNEL TO

AUSTRALIA.
MESSAGE ENDS 1639 7/1/46

RCD OK EX COMMS




19'" Jan 1946 — story from Bathurst of hotel rooms being booked out for Dutch evacuees, far before
they arrive

“wauy Telogrags”

19 S0 /

fCOUNTRY HOTELS REAP
HARVEST FROM DUTCH
BATHURST, Friday.—Bathurst publicans are get-
ting a lot of easy money from the Dutch authorities
handling the accommodation of expected refugees
from Java. ‘
sincia Novembﬂe:‘,o M:t %m’,ﬂm It's something you dream
ot Balmubet, e been iy pds Bt S e A
eek|lu the last two months to keep a total

each o t
o At [of 35rooms vacant for about 50 Dutch
‘hayen’t ﬂar‘gmg&nmxwmhﬂpﬂtmu

3 rty rooms st the Hotel Bathurst
and a;ﬁwu le of Egm%w atckr.ehe
Toen) i otel and otel Knicker-
7“ “;‘,’,‘;‘mf,?.f‘h o ' have been kept unoceupied since

S e
3 y a0 other towns e
e When bonked| " The s wese Bogked i Noveinbe
bord 155 X ms. jovember

¢ warned him |y visiting Dutch authorities on behalf
time. of Dutch nationals being evacuated to

“My family _been in the hotel Australia from the Netherlands East
G b ;!nndﬁ‘:ﬁd before their repatriation %o

-~




A quick overview of a meeting of SACSEA concerning the Dutch evacuees (full minutes are in page 23
of this document on the NAA website) (ALFSEA = Allied Land Forces SE Asia)

§

¢
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»
"

|y

o o 4th February, 1946,

The Secretary
Department

t of Imigation,

EYACUATION OF DUICH HaAoPaWale

On 10th Jammary the Australian Political Representative,
SACSEA attended a meeting held at Headquarters, SACSEA %o discuas
the evacvation of Dutch R.A.P.W.I.

2. It was mentioned that in several instances the "mechanics"
of evacuation had g;m wronge Mr, Proud pointed out that there

Governmen
obtain from ALFSEA or from the Dutch any information as to what
medieal examination was being carried out on those persons being
evacunated by air to Australia through Dutch channels,

3. AFNEI have now been instructed by ALFSEA to ensure that
these people are properly medically examined.
4 The Chairman stated that the total figure of Duteh to

g0 to Australia on present plans was 10,000, and that they were
at present proceeding #n a steady flow, some 3,000 having arrived.

Se The Australian Political Representative remarked that
although General Weijerman had accepted in prineiple the eondihom
lald down by the Australian Government at the meeting held by the
PHO on 24th December, 1945, no officiasl confirmation of acceptance

by the Duteh Covernment had been received, The Dutch representativesy
subsequently, stated that they had asked for their Government's
confirmation and two follow-up signals had been sent but no repliee
had been received., A further request stressing the urgeney of

the matter had been sent to Batavia,

6a Mr. Proud was asked if the Australian Government would
accept medical certificates of Dutch doctors. He replied that the
responsibility for this rested with the Command, and that if ALFSEA
wes w:ﬁ:od to accept these certificates, the Austulhn Government
would accept them. It was sgroed that ALFSEA would make
suitable ements with AFNEI and the Dutch to ensure thst
medical condi were fulfilled.

7 The Chairmen mentiocned that a signal had been sent to the
Chiefs of Staff asking them to approach other Governments with a
view to finding homes for large numbers of Dutch now in SEAC should
it become necessary at a later date to evacuate them, The signal,
which had now been received from the War Office, allocated Dutch
shipping for the evacuation of women and children from Java but
mentioned no destination., It was said thaet the destination of these
ships appesred to be Holland and that a 1ift of 12,000 perscnnel
had been arranged. The Chairman ssid that the matter had been
referred to London to ascertain what decision the Chiefs of Staff
had, in faet, made but that, in the meantime, preparations for the
movement to Holland should go ahead.

vee /2
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It was confirmed that all documentation and screening
rsonnel before movement was being carried out ‘the
in conjunction with AFNEI and with the Australian

5] ‘q_j_aiauenhtive.
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The conditions outlined by the Australian Government for Dutch evacuees and acceptance by the
NEI Government

\ NETHERLANDS LIAISON OFFICER
. No. 2, RAPW.I. CONTROL STAFF
RAFFLES Quay, No. 1
TeL. NRs. 7229 & 2454
SINGAPORE.

e

L | Nr  1602/DP -- Singapore, 16th January ;g6 .

| Bijlagen : None.

| Onderserp: Conditions by the Australian Government for
Subect the acceptance of Dutch refugees.

The conditions as leid down by the Australlian
Govermment for the acceptance of Dutch refugees,
2nd as specified below, have been agreed upon by
the Government of the Netherlands Indies.

a. that the Dutch will assume all responsibil-
ity for the reception, care and maintenance
of the evacuees and for all costs;

b. Tubercular znd VD cases will be excluded as
well as those required for hospitalization
and those who are bed-ridden, infirm, blind
or unable to look after themselves.(There
are no availsble sanitoriums even f our
own people and the hospital accomodation is
severely over-taxed, Medical and other staffs
for the camps will be extremely difficult,
if rot impossible to find.)

The long term objection is that in view of
their condition, few of these cases once
here will ever be able to leave.

¢. that the people sent to Australiz will be
fedical examined before embarkation.

Director of Justice of
Netherl. Ind. Govt.,
Dr. N.S. BLOM,
Y] e L. Lo P
Aan|To: BQ., Supreme L.T. SO .
A1lied Commander

South East Asie,
SINGAPORE:.




A letter concerning the non-Dutch aliens entering Australia despite the Government demanding that
only Dutch individuals are sent over. Mention of these non-Dutch aliens being held at Camp
Columbia before being sent to accommodation.

£ Brisbane,
4th March, 1946.

The Deputy Director.

i

L S e

e

SURJECT : NON-DUTCH ALIENS ARRIVING AT CAMP COLUMBIA, WACOL

REFERENCE: G.1747/%

I have to report with reference to the Non-Duteh Aliens
arriving at Camp Columbia, Wacol from Netherlands Sast Indiea.

2a The official of the N.I.W.0.E. have made repeated requests
to their authorities in Batavia not to send other than butch
Aliens to Australia and they state thet the despatch of these
evacuees is controlled by the R.A.P.W.I. which is an Allled
organisation, who ere responsible for the non-Dutch aliens being
sent here.

3o The Ne.I.W.0.E. at Camp €olumbia maintain these Alliens

at the Cemp for a limited period slso make them a cash allowance
of from £ to £10 per:person according to their financial
circumstances and in addition the Duteh Authorities bear the
expense of transport and maintenance en route to Australia.

They claim that they should not be held responsible for the
maintenance of these persons.

4. On 26/2/46 T interviewed a Mr. F. J. Shippers a member of
the Rehabilitation Allied Prisoners of Wer and Internees organ-
igation of Batavia, who is on an official visit to Camp Columbia
and was informed that three chief officisls of this organisation
are British Officers and thaet this R.A.P.W.I. are responaible
for sending other than Dutch Aliene to Australls.

e Tt s significant that the majority of the non=Dutch
evacuees are Jews and are all desirous of becoming permanaent
residents in Australia and no doubt have exploited every avenue
of influence to met away from the N.E.I. and are not desirous

of returning these owing to the racial trouble which exists there
at present. MNost of these persons have lived there for perioda
of up to 25 and 30 years and -never made any attempt to become
Dutch citizens. In fact it is sv 1
made themselves out to be Dutech W
a passage to this country.




From a R. Zulog (not sure who to) about the treatment of women and children by the Indonesian
people after the end of the war — and her disappointment at Australia’s lack of aid in the situation.

IIII!!!!!!!!,Il.lI.. e .
4 P.M'S FILE No. Y.41/1/S.

cOPZ TJIC/MILe

N

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN OF AUSTRAtIA.

¢/~ Flying Doctor Service,
324 Queen Street,
: BRISBANE.

! ¥ S AIRE

14%h March, 194
: 146 |

The Rt. Hon. J.B. Chifley, MePay
Prime Minister of Australia
CANBERRA.

Dear Sir,

I am enclosing an exact copy of a heart searching
letter received by the President of the National Council of
Women of Australia from a woman in Java. ol o vl s

It would not appear necessary for us %o comment
on the contents as they speak for themselves but we commend
the letter to you for careful consideration.

Copy of the letter has also been sent to Dre.

Evatt.
Yours falthfully,
(Sgd.) BILDA BROTHERTON.
ACKNOWLEDGED. g Hon. Australian Secretary.

COPY - E.A.
‘S & 8

The Secretary,
. Department of External Affairs.

Referred, by direction.

=9 APR miﬁ Secretar:}/‘ji

Prime Minister's Departmeéﬁ;/ﬁ




BANDEENG,
JAVA.

27th January, 1946.

One and a half years before the invasion of the Japanese in
Java, Mrs. walsh, the wife of the British Consul General in Batavia,
1ny1geafﬁe to have lunch with a group of men from the Australian

Air Force.

That was the first time I came in contact with the Australian
tighﬁing Forces. We had & most pleasant day, everybody was very
pleased to have met each other and very sorry that the day was over
and they had to leave.

From that day on I did nothing but organize party's of Dutch
and English women to meet with privaete cars and buses, the groups of
Australian or New Zealand men in Priok, who Were passing through Batavia
on their way to Malakka.

When more and more men came through Batavia, I staried en
Allied Canteen and the Dutch Army gaye us our own bus, which was driven |
by other women and myself, with on all sides the flags of our Allied \\
nations. The Canteéen was every day orowded with soldiers, sailors
and airmen. I personslly have spoken with hundreds of men - several
stayed for days in my house, and from the very beginning to the very
end we all liked and respected them immensely. Sailors and soldiers
elike; we found them kind, generous and very likeable. We know what
good soldiers they were and felt deeply grateful for what they did
and sorry for their wives and children %o be left alone at home,
We did what we could to make them feel at home with us and to show
our gratitude, We even learned to sing "Waltzing Matilda" which we
found not at 211 easy. In Soerabaia and Semsrang they got the same
enthusistiic reception. 411 Duteh people made the same resolution
%o see more of these pleasant Australian people and their country, after
the war. We suddenly found out that we had friendly neighbours, .
close by, and that to know each other is to like each other, was very
true.

I received countless letters from Malskka and from Australia
where they said the same thing about us, and we believed them.

Prom Malakka they asked me for books and gramophones and
records to help the men t0 get through the boring time war really is
most of the time. I sent at least a thousand books, each book had a
1ittle picture in it, where a very grateful Dutchman with a friendly
smile handed a book to an Australisn soldier. I had group photo's
made into postcards so that they could send them home by post as a
pleasant surpise. One mother wrote me a very pathetic letter, she
was ever so happy with that card showing her boy smiling and cheerful
because he never came back.

I peceived hundreds of letters and I am yery sorry that T
an't show them any more, they were destroyed by the Japanese and I
barely escaped being sent to prison on account of them.

In prison where I stayed the last ten months of the war,
we had a terrlble time, They beat us everyday, we got nearly mad
from hunger, Seversl women had their hair shaved off in public and
they were beaten by the native soldiers on the slightest occasion.
In one camp they got two days without food and had to bury that same
in the ground. They lived on water and a little sugar. Wwe had
no news and every day several women died and we had to stand by the
gate and watch thew going out of prison.
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| gl I don't know how many times I tryed to console those who
A lost all hope to remember how near Australia was and that as soon
as the war was over we could go to Australia and get rest and peace !
and good food and send our children there. I had received invitations
from I don't know how many soldiers and sailors, who asked us to
come to Australia after the war and see how grateful they could be.

They felt really too tired and weak to believe that fairy
tale, but it was such a relief and such a pleasant secure feeling,
that although our own people were far away, with nothing but enemy’'s
around us, absolutely helpless and forgotten, there was at least

Australia.
AND NOW !

Where are the men who liked us, and where are the men who
remember us. Is this Austraelia? Where they keep the food we need
s0 badly and encourage the Indonesians with thelr murderig of women
and children. How many people died on account of this attitude of
Australia. Why should a men's war be fought against women and
children. Thet natdves do that is one thing, but that our Australian
friends do the same is guite another thing.

They tell us it is the Labour Party. Others say, that the
dock workers refuse to load the ships. It must be impossible. A
_war is fought against men and with guns not with food and against
women and children. And is there a war? Is 1t not over then?
Why should sll those prisoners of war, women, suffer still six months
after the war if over. What have they done except endure impossible
degration, unspeakable humiliation, starvation, sickness and death.
Is it for that, that the world calls us free, to have a war, when
they felt so full of trust and friendship. It is such a stab in the

back.

I appeal to any women of all women of Austird ia to clear -
this up. To do something for the women in Java, There are still
hundreds in danger of their lives, treated worse than any enemy of
ours ever did to us.

We could take our camps and prisons, we know our enemy and
expected nothing better.

We can take this underground work of the Japanese. God
will judge them and the Indonesians.

But we cannot take this attitude of Australia.
It is worse than anything that happened to us.

: It i1s a deep psychological error from the people who are
responsible, J

I nope fervently that you may be able to do something for
the women and children in Java who are still prisoners of war.

I remain dear Madam,

Yours faithfully,

——r

(Sgde) R. ZULOG.
ex-president Allied Canteen
ex-president V.A.C.

(women auto corps.).






