AAFile, Series A 571/2, Item 42/944, NEI Squadrons in Australia, War Cabinet minute, 12 June 1945.
- Thereis alot of back and forth about who should pay for Australian ground staff supporting
NEI air squadrons in S.W.P.A during 1942-43
- Move of NEI/Dutch air squadron from Canberra to Bundaberg:
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SECRET

‘V #AR_CABINET AGENDUM NO.226/1945.
File No,151/2/803. 19
COPY. NO, -5
PROPOSED TRANSFER OF DUYCH SGUADRON FROM R .A.A.F, :FRODROME,
CANGERRA .

Intreduction,

1. As recorded in Minute No.(4G71), reference was made
at War Cabinet meeting on 27th ¥ebruary, 1945, to the iacreasing
importance of the R.A.A.F. Aercdrome at Canberra; further, to
limit wear snd tear on the eerodrome and congestion of air traffic
owing to its use for training purpcses, the question was raised
as to the possibility of transferring the Dutch squadron to
.another area - the Minister for Air to report on such matter.

’ »
2o .This Agendum embodies my report

Alternative aerodrome selected for N.E.T. Air Force purpcses.

3% After full investigation of asrodromes tha: could be
made available for the purposes of the N.E.I. Air Pool, Lundaberg
(Queensland) Station has been selected as the most suitable.

4, The station at Bundaberg was used for No.8 fervice
Flying Training Scuool, R.A.A.F., which has closed down, the station
being at present retained on e "Care and Mainfenance"” basis only

and for the storage of aircraft which can be mcved to ainither
location. ‘he accommodation end hqu|ng space is in svery way
suitable for the requirements of the N.E.L. Air Force, though, to
meet* requirements of B-25 aircraft, the runway will requiAe to be
extended and sealed, at an est:ma19d cost of £20,000. ‘hat cost
would be borne-by tne N.E.I, Goverament.

5 The N.E.I. authorities would be glad to be e1lotted
Bundaberg Station ag their main base, but would appreciate an
agsurance of continuous tenure until %erminaticn of hostilities,
In the event of that aerodrome being made available for fheir
purposes, they propose concentrating their Tramsport airtraft,
as well as zdditional repair facilities, there. : ;

Personnel aspects.

6, Should the Dutech Squadron be moved from Ganberra to

* Bundaberg, the N,E.I. authorities would require the loan of 50
R.A.A.F, persconel (additiopal to those at present elloneted to them
at the former station) for statlon, et¢., duties at present carried
out by perscnnel on the R.A,A.F. Station establishment, thati
additional rumber being recuired LempnrariLy only, pend ing arrival
in Australiz of Dutch Naticnals who are expected to arrive in the
near future.

Submission to War Cabinet.

7o The foregoing is submitted for copsideration and
decision by War Cabinet.

(Arthur S. Draxe?’ord),
MINISTER FOR __ AIR.
1st June, 1945.

(swaz/45)
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Proposal of additional NEI air force units: 1945-46
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WAR CABINET AGENDUM NO.252/1945.

Files Nos,151/2/1141
and 1H 42, COPY NO.

PROPCCED FORMATION OF ADDITTONAL AIR FORCE UNITS -
7 ROYAL NETHERLANDS TNDIES ARMY .

Introduction.
i This Agendum relates to the propcsal of the G.0.C.

Royal Netherlands Indies Army to form in Australia an Air
Transport Squadron and a Repair and Servicing Unit,

Existing N.E.I. units,

2 The N.&.I, Force in Australia at present comprises
two squadrons {viz. N0.18 -« equipped with Miftchell Medium Bombers,
and No.,120 - equipped with Kittyhawk Fighters). These squadrons
were formed within the framework of the R.A.A.F. and are supplied
and maintained throuzh R.A.A.F. organisations, all costs being
met by the N.E.I. Government. The alrcrew and the large majority
of the ground staffs ars Dutch Nationals, there being a small
R.A.A.F. component in each unit,

oo Addlitionally, an N,E.I. Personnel and Equipment Pool
is located at R.A.A.F, Station, Canberra, where reserve aircraft
and equipment are held and operational apnd other trainipg is
cerried cut. A small R,A.A.F, personnel compcnent has similarly
been made available here, but the number of R.A.A.F. personnel
provided for all N.E.I. purposes is coasiderably below the total
of 700 as recommended in Agendum No,77/1943 and approved by War
Cebinet vide Minute No.{2656). : 2

Proposed establishmeat of pew units.

4. The ¢.0.C, Royal Netherlands Indies Army now
proposes to form an Air Transport Squadron and a Repailr and
Servicing Unit for the following purposes -

fa) ATR TRANSPORT SQUADRON:

The N.E,I. Air Force has at present 16 C.47 (Dakota)
Pronsport aircraft which are used mainly in connection
with supply asscciated with the two squadrons, but the
loecing capacity of those machines is placed largely at
the disposal of the R.A.A.F.

The G.0.C. R.N.I. Army considers the formation of
the Transport Squadron will overceme certain administrative
difficulties at present being experienced in the operation
of those alrcraft, ;

"he unit is at present located at Archerfield, most
of the personnel employed being Australian civiliams who
will be repleced as soon as possible by Dutch Nationals,

1t is further proposed to locate the Transport

Squadron at Bundaberg (Q’'land.) which aerodrome is to
be pade aveilable for use by the N.E.I. authorities,

/Page 2....
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(b) REPAIR AND SERVICING UNIT:

' The ¢,0.C. R.N.I, Army proposes to form this unit
in 1946 for the purpose of maintaining, as far as
practicable, N,E.IL, units located in this theatre.
This R.S.U, will be staffed by Dutch Nationals who it
is expected 'will be available from Holland or the |, 5% o
thus relieving Australian manpowsr, viz. R.A.A.¥, and the
civil aircraft industry in regard to certain work now
performed by them.,

If approved, it is proposed ihat this unit should
also be located at Bundaberg whiczh station has an
excellent workshop, hangars, etc,, enabling the carrying
out of the necessary 80 hours' aad 120 hours’ overhauls,
engine changes, etc., of all N.E.I, units.

Recommendatton,
5. I recommend that War Cabinet approval be given to
these proposals, subject to the conditions that no additional
R.A.A.F. personnel will be required and, further, that R.A,A.F
personnel at present employed in existing N.E.I. units will be
replaced by Dutch Nationals (as they become available), before
allocation to any new N.E.IL. unit,.
(Arthur S. Drakeford),
MINISTER OR ATR .
14th June, 1945,
15 JUN 1945
(SW46/45)
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Termination of Bundaberg project due to end of the war:
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SUPPLEMENT 70,1 TO WAR CABINET

AGEND M NO.226/1945, .

File No.7/1/546,

GOPY W0. L7

IRANSFER OF DUTCH SQUADRONS FROM R.A,A.F. AERODROME, CANIEIRA,

Introduction.

Lo In War Cabinet Agendum No.226/1945, it was
recommended that the R.A.A.F., Station, Bundaberg, Queenslarid,
be made available as the main base for the W.E.I. Air Pool
and that the runway at that station be extended and sealed,
at an estimated cost of £20,000, such ¢osts to be recoversc
from the N.E.I. Government. ¢

25 War Cabinet (as recorded in Minute No.(4254))
approved-of those recormendations. R

Works project now cancelled.

D% . The G.0.C., R.N.I. Army, has now intimated thas

it is expected that, as the result of termination of hos ilisies
in the Pacific, suitable and satisfactory airfields in & :
Netherlards East Indies will, in the near future, becoms available
for occupation by the Dutch Air Force, under which circumstancss .
there is now no need to proceed with tle work of extendi g and
sealing the runway at Bundaberg, which project may now be
cancelled.

Recommendation.

4, I thus recommend that Wair Cabinet approval be
gilven to the cancellation of the Authorisation Allotment of
220,000 granted for the extension and Te-~sealing of the ruoway
and taxiways st Bundaberg aerodrome.

(Arthur S. Drakeford),
MINISTER _FOR _ AIR.

5th September, 1945,

6 - SEP 1945
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