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Women used in NEFIS (Netherlands East-Indies Forces Intelligence Services)
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FOR THE ACTING MINISTER :

NOTE ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF AUSTRALIAN WOMEN IN NETHERLANDS
EAST INDIES FORCES INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (N.E.F.I.S.)

The Dutch Minister has indicated that a Dutch Army represen-
tative will be calling upon you this afternoon to discuss the
above subject.

2. It is understood that, following upon an approach to the
Minister for the Interior by the Dutchnﬁegation in regard to service
in Dutch territories by Australian women already attached to
N.E.F.I.S., consultation took place between the Minigter and the
Director-Generals of Manpower and Security early this year.

3. The Dutch Legation pointed out to the Minister that the
girls were English speaking and for this reason were of real value
to the Dutch in Intelligence work because they facilitated coopera-
tion with Australian, United Kingdom and United States forces. The
Director-General of Security supported this view and the Director-
General of Manpower raised no objections.

4, Approval was then granted in February last by the Minister
of the Interior for seventy-five Australian women who had been
attached to N.E.F.I.S. for some time to proceed overseas as re-
uired. This approval was, of course, subject to certain conditions

%or instance, that the total number did not exceed seventy-five,

none of the personnel were under twenty-one years of age, would

not be employed in any danger zone and would be provided with
transport for their return to Australia on the termination of

their employment.

5. Subsequently, it is understood, War Cabinet considered an
application by the Australian Army seeking permission for Austra-
lian women to serve outside the territory of New Guinea. This
application, it is believed, was rejected. It was then pointed
out that Australian women were being allowed to serve with
N.E.F.I.S. in Dutch territories. When this point was brought
before War Cabinet it called for a full report and, it is
believed, decided that the women serving with N.E.F.I.S. would
have to be r eplaced. In reaching this decision apparently it
took the view that the reguirements of the Dutch forces could be
mét from sources in Europe following upon the end of the war there.

6. Three girls have actually embarked and proceeded overseas

and the question has now arisen as to how the remaining seventy-two

are to be replaced in view of their training and lanfuage qualifi-

cations. The Dutch, having been given an understanding that the

scheme had been approved, are anxious to clarify the position. It

is understood that the Dutch Counsellor and a senior officer of

the Duteh army will be visiting the Department of the Interior

Egis morning (26th June) to discuss the whole matter with officials
ere.

7. The Minister for the Interior is fully aware of the whole
position and it might be advisable to consult with him before
seeing the Dutch representative.

8. The policy of providing every facility and assistance to
the Dutch Forces is well accepted and there seems no reason, from

our point of view, to depart from that poliey in this particular
insteance.
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About the presence and training of NEI troops in Aus:







Initial discussions about NEI troops in Aus: 1945




Mention of previous camps in Western Australia
















Questions asked in House about NEI troops training in Australia

* HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - WEDNESDAY, 1st AUGUST, 1945.

Question asked in House.
DUTCH TROOPS IN AUSTRALIA.

MR, MENZIES - Can the Prime Minister say whether the Australian
Government, or any Minister on its behalf last year agreed that the
Netherlands authorites should bring to Australia to be accomodated
trained and equipped in Western Australia a large force of troops,
said to be about 30,000 from the Netherlands. Has that arrangement
now been cancelled by the Australian Govermment and if so why?

Will the Prime Minister lay on the table of the House the file
relating to this matter?

MR, CHIFLEY - #Zmxkmxkmwuwm There was a suggestion made, I
think some time last year that the Dutch would be likely to bring
to Australia certain forces, some of which would be quartered in
Western Australia, but there'waa nothing very concrete about the
proposal, As is known, there are already some Dutch Forces here,
principally members of the Dutch Air Force, I believe. At a later
staze, a suggestion was made that a large force of Dutch troops
should come to Australia to be trained. In examining the matter,
the Govermnment has been guided at all times by the capacity of the
Australian nation to meet physical requirements - not by financial
considerations. Thia has been explained to all Allied Governments
concerned, including tho.Government of the U.8,A., There was a point
to which we could go, and beyond which we could go no further.

Any decision as to what could be done for x our Allies has been based
in every case upon the physical capacity of this country to meet
their needs We have always told the countries concerned what we
were able to do so that they would be in no way misled, but would
understand the situation,

MR, WHITE - If we had the Dutch troops here they would relieve
some of our own men,

MR, CHIFLEY =« I do not want to go into the matter in detail. I
know of no particular file on this subject. Communications have
passed between the Commonwealth Government and the Netherlands

Government, and there have been incidential refecrences to the matter
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_”phyaical neéds to meet the requirements of our Allies, either

in buildings or eguipment -

VR.MENZIES - The right honorable member does not suggest that
there is a shortage of military buildings in Western Australia.

MR, CHIFLEY - I was not making any guggestions, I am merely
giving an outline of the general position. As I have said, I know
of no file of papers on the subject, and any communications that have
taken place are of the kind which ordinarily pass between one
Government and another. I shall look into the matter, and see

whether I can make a more complete statement on it later.
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Change in situation after Japan surrenders —about the NEI troops coming to Australia
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PRIME MINISTER.

ﬁFmENT\AL 11 SER1945,

dear Baron Van Aerssen, :

Restieg at %l =1 ?M ?.‘m -




Change with problems in Java:

D‘EPARTI:MENT OF EXTERNAL AFI*AiRs.; K L
AL B SECRET.
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PM:TO'N
DRCYPHEER FROM: : Dated 19th November, 1945
800

1 ;
THE SECRETARY STATE Rsed, 20%h Novembey, 1948
FOR EO%I gNOAPP.AIRS, ;

¥o. 476,  TOP SECREY.

Your telegram No, 393 of 8th November, The vhole
guestlon of the movement of Duteh Forces to the Netherland
East Indies is being urgently conasidered here with the
gotherlande Government in the light of existing condition

aveo

2o Grateful if for the present you would arrens
for the Dutch Squedrons pot to be moved to Java. A fusth
telegram will be sent as soon as poseible, l

| Tt 4 g . o o

WAR GABINET "

DEFENCE (IN CAl D2250)

\ EXTERNAL AFVAIRS 20th November, |
\,\lationalfArchives of Australia . » NAA®) ,@Q A




Transfer of NEI air squadron out of Australia:
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. eFe ‘O
~ e DEPARTM OF AIR.

TELEPHONE: F0202. =4 f;.n
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: o § 3 .
“AIRFORCE, MELBOURNE."" - . MELBOURNE, C.1.
N ml.vquo‘rz_‘lj_jlw_fu-m ‘\._» = q— _é-q" 7' 2 A0 47 ‘«
' LR I L |
The Secretary, (Copy to Secretary,
Department of External Affairs, Department of Def'ence)

CANBERRA, A.C.T.

TRANSPER OF HO. 13 éDUTCH) SQUADEON, ARCHERFIELD,
TO_THE S BAST INDIES.

It is desired to advise the present position
regarding the Dutch squadrons located in Australia.

2. All sguadrons have been withdrawn from Australia
with the exception of No. 19 (Transport) Sguadron. This wmit
was formed at Archerfield in August, 1945, in order that the
various Dutch transport aircraft could be grouped into one
orgenisation for the purposes of administration and operational
control. The Squadron uses Air Force accommodation but,
apart from this, no other services are supplied by the R.A.A.F.
The Squadron still retains some spares at Bundaberg, but these
are being transferred to Java at present, and all Dutch
equipment will probably have been removed from this location
in the very near future. The Squadron is maintaining
communications between Batavia and Brisbene and is operating
with Duteh civil markingse.

% The Chief of the Air Staff has discussed the subject
with the Chief Dutch Army Liaison Officer in Australia who
advised that all possible efforts were being made to transfer
the unit maintenance facilities to Java and he expected that
the transfer would be completed early in 1947. He conveyed
that the Dutch were most appreciative of the facilities made
available to No. 19 Squadron since its formation. Meanwhile,
the Sguadron theoretically appears to remain a commitment of
the Royal Australian Air Force.

L. In view of the position stated in a letter concerning
the situation in Indonesia addressed by the Minister for Defence
to the Minister for Air on 20th August, 1946 (a copy of which
with a copy of report by the Chiefs of Staff on the situation
in Indonesia was referred by the Minister for Defence to the
Minister for External Affairs for advice on the aspects of
political policy involved) it is considered that the exact
responsibility of the Royal Australien Air Force towards this
Squadron should now be clearly established.

5e It would appear to be impossible for the Royal
Australian Air Force to exercise any real administrative control
over the unit and the.view is taken that its continued presence
in Australia should be clarified at Government level. In
particular, it is considered that a firm date for the withdrawal
of the Squadron to the Netherlands East Indies should be
established.

6. Your advice on the above would pe preciated.

M.C.
ec

retary
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Mention of Dutch Servicemen still in Australia during May 1947
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During a visit on 7th May the Netherlands Charge’
d'Affaires, Dr. de Ranitz, mentioned that the Australian
Army authorities had told the Netherlands Army authorities
in Melbourne that it could not communicate with them now
but all communications should be made through diplomatic
channels. T
b otk

2% Nr. de Ranitz suggested that on routine matters
not involving questions of policy the Military authorities
might exchange communications provided copies were always
forwarded from the Netherlands Army to the Legation and
from the Australian Army to the Department of External
Affairs.

. He wondered whether the appointment of a Military
Attache by the Netherlands Legation would facilicate
communications. I said his suggestion would be casidered
but that, while the question of appointment of a Military
Attache was one on which they could make a formal request
if they so wished, it was extremely unlikely that Australia

: \,J would ever wish to reciprocate in The Hague (Mr. de Ranitz

) mentioned that we might need to appoint Service representa-

}o/m »’ tives in the N.E.I.). He added that in any event his

Government tried to keep Military Attaches to an absolute
_§ minimum and he did not think that any suggestion would be

~/ < . made,
e

_}.r ! 4, lir. de Ranitz mentioned that there was about 100
(f Dutch servicemen lef't in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane

and that there was still 28,000 tons of goods awaiting
shipping to the Indies.

b~ PaAicalons Gecosend ~ 2
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Movement of the 19 Squadron NEI from Archerfield in July 1947




Mention of the 47 petrol ban on NEI aircrafts
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The Royal Netherlands Legation presents its compliments and
has the honour to bring the following to the attention of the
Department of External Affalre :-

According to information received from the Commanding Officer
19th Transport Squadron Royal Netherlands Indies Army Alr
Force, the Royal Australian Air Force at Amberley (Brisbane)
has received inetructions from the Director of Supply and
Equipment of Air Board, Group Captain Acton; at Melbourne

not to refuel the alrcraft of the 19th Squadron.

It hae also been indicated that the Royal Australian Alr
Forece at Darwin (N,T,) will receive similar instructions.
Furthermore the Shell Company of Australia Pty.Ltd. has
informed the Commanding Officer 19th Squadron that they
will not be able to m{ply 19th Squadron with drums of
aviation spirit and oil, as a consequence of threats
allegedly made by certain Australian Trade Unions.

The Government of the Netherlands Indles regrets the
extremely uncom ging attitude taken by the Royal
Australian Alr Foroe ~ an attitude which strongly
contraests with the hoepitality and cooperation previaely
shown by the Royal Australian Air Force.

Persuant to instructions which have been received The
Legation desires to draw the earnest attention of the
Department to the fact that the Royal Australian Alr

Force still enjoys the hospitality and full cooperation

of the Royal Netherlands Indles Army Air Force at Morotal
(Netherlands Indies). In connection 1t is etro

felt that o th services rendered the RAAF on Australian
territory and by the RNIAAF in Netherlands Indles territory
are a consequence of the former Allied cooperation which
should not be unilaterally disrupted by one of the parties.

In view of the above the Legation has been directed to
request the Department that the necessary steps be taken
in order to provide the 19th Squadron with the desired
facilities on Australian territory.

The Legation avails itself of this opportunity to state that
eight to nine flighte are etill contemplated to carry materials
of the Squadron, at present in Australia, as well as the
personnel of sald Squadron to the Netherlands Indies.

A reply at the earliest possible convenience of the Depart-
ment will be greatly apprecisated.

T —
!;g\x&R,LA/vQ;\
< & . 4

\ S, Epsiimined S
\ Q. [

Carberra.
25th August 1947.
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Canberra, 24th September 1947.

Dear Dr. Burton,

Referring to your letter of the 23rd instant and
our conversation this morning relative to the two trans-
port questions which you raised, I should like to meke
the followilng observations :

1. __ The attitude of the Department of Trade and Customs
~ with regard to the 19th Squadron has been noted and
I shall make some enquiries as to what personnel
and supplies of the Sguadron are still awaiting
transport to the Netherlands Indies.

2.___ You are no doubt aware that the continued presence
~ of Royal Netherlands Indies Army personnel and
supplies in Australia 1s a consequence of the
attitude adopted by certain Australian Trade
Unions reeulting in a so-called boycott of
shipments to the Netherlands Indies, which has
now been in force for exactly two years.

3.___Precisely to avold embarrassment to Netherlands-
Australian relations in Australia in the future,
a plan has been set up to remove both R, N.I.A,
supplies and personnel in the near future. To
this effect Lt. Colonel H.E. Moguette, former
Representative of the Commander-in-Chief of the
N.I.A. in Australia, informed the Secretary
W‘ of the Army by letter dated as early as the 15th
August that one freighter and one or two L.S.T.'s
( A would be necessary to remove remaining supplies
and personnel within two months. It is con-
sidered that Colonel Moquette's project 1s a
moet reasonable one and should not be unilater-
ally modified by the Australian Government as
this would cause further delay in the removal
of both stocks and personnel.

4.__ It appears that the figures quoted by you on the
~ number of trucks still in Australia are not quite

correct and I am making enquiries as to the exact
position.

Yours sincerely,

P. E. Teppema
Netherlands Minister.

[
Dr. J. W. Burton, .\"b
Secretary to Department of
External Affalrs, 0 >
CANBERRA. _ AGC.T ! Ve P‘)—
p 'y ’J/B)l

oA M' ’L‘f
4 e ” }d b= Pmr‘ ﬂ)i ’
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Negotiations between Australia and NEI about purchasing left over munities and supplies



DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.
ezo/vr siecram: " SECRET
' - c G%— 14th HNov. L
DECYPHER TO: |' e "
CONTENT k3 MUST

The Australien Legatdpmger
TIIE HAGUEI".‘A...D"O.‘D.l)."".“‘...'..léé

AT ON OF THiS CA

REPEATED TO:

The Australlan Censul General,
E‘AT&‘VIA."l‘-.‘bt‘.l‘il"!.b‘a'-'D4150.4.l0.0347

You should know that we have been negotlating
for some months with Netherlands ILegation here on question
of disposal of Netherlands Indles Army munlitions, stores
and other equipment etill remaining in Australia, and
repatriation of maining Nethsrlands Indies Army personnsl,

2, In order to settle this matter as quickly
as possible we offered recently to purchase from the
Netherlands Government all munitions and other =ztores
remaining in hustralia, with exception of soms &ighty
trucks which we had been gliven to understand were swalting
shipment at Geelong. We indiceted we were agreeable to
Dutch bringing one ship to Geelong, and using Netherlands
Service personnel to load eighty trucks in question.

3. Netherlands Legetlon agreed to purchase
by Austrslian Government of munitions but not of
olvil stores end eauiphment. They indlcated that a total
of approximately 270 trucks still remained to be loaded
at Geelong and Brisbane, and proposed bringing two vessels
to Australla to remove all remaining civilian equipment,
together with Nethsrlands Service personnsl.

4, Netherlands Legation was advised yesterday that:

(1) Australian Oovernment would permit the use
of Hetherlands Service personnel to losd no more than one
[ hundred trueks on the M.S. Tjlpondok at present at Geelong,
| and would purchase any other Netherlands trucks in Australla

over and sbove this rmrber;

(13) earrangements st be made for immediate departure
of all vemaining Netherlanda Service personnsl}

(181) M.S. Tasmen should be diverted from proposed visit
to Brisbane.

5. Abpve background information should matter be
raised with you.

EJA,
18th November 1947
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