AA File. A4355. File ID 238315. Netherlands East Indies — Repatriation of Indonesians from Australia
— General. 1946-48.

2nd September 1946. 552 Indonesians detained at Camp Casino need to be moved as camp is set to
close. 223 are due for release on 18th October, 1946. But other 329 release dates range from
January 1947 to October 1949




More on the Indonesians still in Australia. Australian Government wants all to return to Indonesia via
the HMAS 'Manoora' which is due to leave Brisbane no later than November 18th (1946)

A BADLY FADED OR ILLEGIBL
UTION WILL NOT IMPROVE










The HMS 'Manoora' left Brisbane on the 21st November 1946 with the 228 Indonesians released
from Casino. 324 Indonesian people were on board in total. In February 800 Indonesians had been
repatriated to Indonesia about the Manoora.




Indonesians refusing to disembark the Manoora in Nanshin Maru




The Indonesians aboard Manoora finally make it to Indonesia




The NEI Army has to withdraw soldiers from Camp Casino by December 15th, 1946 - the Australian
Government confirmed they would look after the remaining Indonesian detainees. On the 7th of

December, the Dutch secretly removed 13 Indonesian detainees and send them to Batavia where it
is believed they will face court-martial on a charge of camp murder




After Casino Camp was closed, the 319 Indonesian detainees were transferred to the Chermside
Camp, Brisbane.




16/18™ January 350 to 400 Indonesians Remain in Indonesia. It is asked that the next transport
vessel be Australian to prevent the unrest that happened on the previous Indonesian and Dutch
transfer.




How Dutch are making transport to Indonesia more difficult, Australian transport for Indonesia
passengers might be better.




h officials? Restrictions on vessels allowed in waters around NEI







Decision to repatriate the final Indonesians in Australia back in April 1947 on the Australian Naval
ship 'Manoora'




From Dutch Officials, no problem with transport of the Indonesian detainees, but the Governor
General disapproves that the Manoora plans on taking them straight to Chariboa — and wish first for
the ship to check in at a port under Netherlands control to go under inspection before repatriation.




From the Department of External Affairs: in response to the aforementioned, they say that the
Dutch have no necessity of checking the boat since it comes under Australian Governments
responsibility to repatriate the Indonesians




The Dutch concede to not checking the repatriates on the ship, but want their full details and a list of
who will be on board.




The response to this is that Australia will not give the Dutch any information on the repatriates
present, and if they wish to know they must ask the Indonesian Republic, with whom the repatriates
are returning.




Some Australian wives of the Indonesian repatriates are travelling with them, and have been done
so with the full option, and were not forced.




11* March 1957: A letter enquiring after Matkadir, and Indonesian man repatriated via Manoora on
19/11/1946

FROM A BADLY FADED OR ILLEGIBLE SOURCE.
IGHER RESOLUTION WILL NOT IMPROVE ITS LE¢







Confirmation that Matkadir had been held at the mental hospital at Gladesville in NSW Australia and
was instantly transferred to Indonesian General Hospital after repatriation. He now resides in
Hospital for Mental Disease in Tjikerumeuh, Bogor as of 19" April 1947.




An itinerary of the Manoora, leaving Australia at the beginning of May with the remaining
Indonesian repatriates and Timorese.




Manoora due Cheribon May 16




Manoora due Koepang May 13" and Sourebaya May 18




Manoora due at Koepang 0800 13" May, Cheribon 0700 16" May and Sourabaya 17" May 0900




Australian anger about the Dutch taking 13 of the Indonesian repatriates away from Casino before
the camp closed.




31% October, 1947. At least 8 Indonesian repatriates left in Australia, who are asking Indonesian
Republic to send aircraft to retrieve them




3@ November 1947: 3 adult males, 1 adult female and an infant are being flown to Darwin to be
ready for aircraft repatriation to Indonesia










th November 1947: Plan left from Batavia to pick up repatriate




A row of letters about the plane holding the Indonesian repatriates having to land in NEI territory —
much going between Dutch and Australlia







The plan with the Indonesian repatriates arrived 11am Sourabaya 12" November 1947 — here the
Indonesian passengers were taken by the Dutch authorities for up to 4 hours — this letter is trying
understand why




More on how disappointing the Dutch have acted.







Dutch apologise for their mistakes, have the Indonesian repatriates in a hotel at NEI expense with
the aim to send them to Djokjakarta when possible.




Djokjakarta trip planned for 25™" November from Sourabaya
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Repatriates left for Djokjakarta 23" November on RAAF plane. One Indonesian repatriate, David
Retukadja voluntarily stayed at Sourabaya and will return to Timor via Dutch compliance.




More on the repatriates and their journey




One of the Dutch repatriates, Sugoro, did not fly to Sourabaya with other repatriates, instead stayed
in Darwin. The Australian Government wishes to repatriate him, but will only do so with the
assurance by the NEI that the same will not hold him up when arriving as it did the other repatriates




Conformation that Sugoro, on arrival in NEI will likely be arrested for riots and escaping fr
custody, despite Australian request that heis n







The Australian Department of External Affairs asks that Sugoro be allowed safe passage through NEI

in allegiance with the truce which had occurred the previous week (this letter dates to 19t January
1948)

After this is a string of letters/cablegrams between people considering the position of Sugoro










About why Sugoro was imprisoned
















A bit on Indonesians in US




