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The bombing of Broome included amazing  
tales of survival and bravery, including the 
shooting down from the ground of a Zero by 
Dutch pilot Lieutenant Gus Winckel. The 
nine Japanese Zero fighters and 
reconnaissance plane that swooped down 
over Broome in the far north of Western 
Australia on the morning of March 3, 1942, 
killed 88 people and destroyed 22 
Australian, Dutch and American aircraft.

View of Broome and Roebuck Bay showing the 
aftermath of the air raid, taken by the 
‘Babs’ (After Ashai Shimbum n.d. via Willy Piers 
2005).

The Broome air raid of 1942: An important chapter in 
Dutch Australian connections

The Netherlands East Indies 
Administration was in exile in 
Australia. their main headquarters 
at Camp Columbia, Wacol 
Queensland.
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Map showing Japanese invasion routes into the NEI and flying boat escape routes (After Shores et al., 1992b:

Gus Winckels Lodestar before the Attack. Courtesy Gus Winckel. The American, 
British, Dutch, Australian (ABDA) Alliance at work in correspondence and the 
formation of the 18th flying Squadron at Batchelor, NT. 
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