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Introduction 

 

A study of the demographic history of the Dutch in Australia leads to an 

understanding of the processes that have shaped their population here in the nineties, 

and provides a link to the broader history of this ethnic group in the new country. The 

history of annual immigration determines the growth and size of the Netherlands-born 

population in Australia and also the transition over time in its age structure. The level 

of intermarriage indicates the extent to which the Dutch are making friends and being 

welcomed into the wider Australian community, and this also influences the growth 

and parentage of second generation Dutch. The number of children which Dutch 

parents have in Australia also has an effect of the growth of the second generation and 

on the age structure of the combined group of first and second generation Dutch. 

Measures such as ancestry and ethnic strength provide further information about the 

evolution of the Dutch ethnic group in Australia and its ranking among other ethnic 

groups. Health status variables and the level of mortality are indicators of both the 

selection process in the immigration of the Dutch to Australia and the well-being of 

the Dutch in Australia.  

 

Much of the relevant demographic information for such an analysis, particularly 

census data and statistics of registrations of births, deaths and marriages, relates to 

birthplace and not ethnic group, and so most of the discussion in this chapter is in 

terms of the Netherlands-born (referred to as the Dutch or the first generation) or the 



Australian-born children of the Netherlands-born (the second generation or second 

generation Dutch), or occasionally the Australian-born grandchildren of the 

Netherlands-born (the third generation). Another term, Dutch ethnic group, is used to 

refer instead to persons with Dutch ancestry, and in this chapter the use of Dutch 

ethnic group occurs only in the section on ancestry and ethnic strength. The only 

difference between the Netherlands-born in Australia and the first generation Dutch 

ethnic group, is that the latter excludes the 5 percent of the Netherlands-born living 

here who had non-Dutch parents (mostly English or German). The main difference 

between the second or higher generations of Dutch and the second or higher 

generations of the Dutch ethnic group is that the former would exclude persons in 

Australia with Dutch ancestry who were born in countries such as Indonesia, Sri 

Lanka, South Africa and England. Thus the focus in this chapter is mostly on persons 

who were born and/or brought up in the Netherlands and their Australian-born 

descendants.  

 

Migration and Population Growth 

 

For at least 50 years before the Second World War, there had been a small core 

population of Dutch in Australia, but it is only since the War that large numbers 

began arriving. Because of the different ways in which immigration is classified (for 

example, by birthplace, citizenship, or country of last residence, and by total arrivals, 

permanent arrivals, long-term arrivals, or settlers), and because the statistics for a 

given category of movement are not always published every year, it is necessary to 

compile data for various categories of immigration to ascertain the trend. This has 

been done in Figure 1 for the years 1947 to 1994. There were high numbers of 

permanent and long-term arrivals of Dutch in Australia during the 1950s and early 



1960s, with more than one-half of these being assisted immigrants. While most of the 

Dutch were from the Netherlands, assisted arrivals during the early 1950s also 

included large numbers of Dutch servicemen from Indonesia (DIEA, Consolidated 

Statistics). Since the early 1960s the level of Dutch immigration to Australia has been 

lower, which BIMPR (1993) attributes to an improvement in the economic situation 

of the Netherlands.  

 

During the 1970s and early 1980s, some fluctuations in the annual intake occurred, 

with peaks around 1969-70 and again 1981-82, and a low in 1976. The peak in the 

early 1980s is thought to have been due to the combination of various concerns in 

Europe, notably unemployment, crowding, environmental issues, and the instability in 

Eastern Europe (BIMPR, 1993). Since the mid-1980s, the permanent and long-term 

intake has been relatively stable. Of course, not all settlers remain in Australia, and 

fluctuations in settler departures affect the net settler gain. Figures of settler loss are 

not published for individual years before 1960, but subsequent figures show that a 

peak in settler departures of the Dutch occurred in the early 1970s; this might 

possibly be associated with the increase in unemployment in Australia around that 

time. Settler departures of the Netherlands-born in the 1980s and 1990s have been 

smaller than in the 1960s and 1970s, partly related to the lower levels of settler 

arrivals in recent years. There are also temporary departures from Australia of 

Netherlands-born settlers, and their contribution to the ‘resident population’ of 

Australia is discussed in the next paragraph.  

 

From census data, the total Netherlands-born population in Australia reached a peak 

of 102 134 in 1961, and remained near that level until 1971, before gradually 

declining. From 1981 to 1991 it has remained relatively steady at around 96 000 (see 



Table 1). The Netherlands-born also reached its highest proportion of the total 

overseas-born population in Australia of 5.7 percent in 1961, and has since fallen to 

2.6 percent. The census data also provide a count of ‘residents’, which excludes 

visitors in Australia at the time of the census; this figure is somewhat smaller than, 

but follows a trend similar to, that for the total Netherlands-born population in 

Australia on census night. The ABS also provides another figure for the Netherlands-

born population, as part of its intercensal estimates of the ‘resident population’ of 

Australia. These figures are available since 1981 and are shown in the last column of 

Table 1. They are higher than the census figures, because, although they exclude 

short-term visitors, they include Netherlands-born persons who have lived in 

Australia for at least six months but who are temporarily overseas. These figures 

show that the resident population of the Netherlands-born in Australia reached a peak 

of 109 000 in 1991, and is 97 700 in 1995. The 1991 figures suggest that around 6000 

Netherlands-born residents are temporarily absent from Australia. However, because 

there are virtually no data about the characteristics of those temporarily absent, the 

analysis in this chapter relates to the base population shown in the first column of 

Table 1, that is, the census totals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 1: Number of Netherlands-born persons in Australia. 1891 to 1995 

Year Census: 
Total 

Census: 
% of 

Overseas-born 

Census: 
Residents 

Intercensal 
Estimates: 

Resident 
Population 

1891 748 0.1   
1901 594 0.1   
1911 745 0.1   
1921 1 391 0.2   
1933 1 274 0.1   
1947 3 174 0.3   
1954 52 035 4.0   
1961 102 134 5.7   
1966 99 549 4.7   
1971 99 295 3.8   
1976 92 110 3.4   
1981 96 044 3.2 94 807 100 500 
1986 95 099 2.9 94 338 100 400 
1991 95 866 2.6 94 692 100 900 
1992    100 000 
1993    98 900 
1994    98 200 
1995p    97 700 

 
Source: ABS Cat. Nos. 3221.0, 4112.0 and 3412.0, and ABS Census publications; BIMPR 
(1991,1993). Residents at the census exclude visitors to Australia. The resident population in the 
intercensal estimates refers to ‘any person who has lived in Australia or intends living in Australia for a 
total of six months or more’, and so includes Netherlands-born Australian residents who are 
temporarily overseas.  

 

Although there has been positive net migration of Netherlands-born persons to 

Australia over the last decade, this has been more than offset by deaths of elderly 

Netherlands-born persons in Australia. Consequently, the combination of the two 

components generally results in a negative net change each year in the number of 

Netherlands-born persons in Australia, as Table 2 illustrates. These figures relate to 

ABS estimates of the resident population of Australia.  

 

The distribution of a birthplace group according to the number of years that have been 

lived in Australia, that is, by duration of residence, is related to the past trend in net 

migration. Accordingly, because of the relatively low level of immigration of Dutch 

to Australia during the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s compared to the high levels during the 



1950s and 1960s, one finds that in 1991 89.9 percent arrived before 1981, and 83.4 

percent arrived before 1971.  

 

Table 2: Net migration, deaths and net change in the Netherlands-born resident 

population in Australia. 1982-83 to 1994-95. 
 

Financial 

Year ending 
30 June 

Net Migration Deaths Net Change Resident 

populations at 
the end of the 

financial year 
 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000  
1982-83 1.4 0.6 +0.8 102 600 
1983-84 0.1 0.7 -0.6 102 000 
1984-85 0.4 0.8 -0.4 101 400 
1985-86 0.7 0.8 -0.1 101 400 
1986-87 0.6 0.8 -0.2 101 200 
1987-88 0.6 0.9 -0.3 100 900 
1988-89 0.6 0.9 -0.3 100 600 
1989-90(c) 0.4 1.0 -0.2 100 400 
1990-91(c) 0.2 0.9 +0.5 100 900 
1991-92 0.0 0.9 -0.9 100 000 
1992-93 0.0 1.1 -1.0 98 900 
1993-94 0.3 1.0 -0.7 98 200 
1994-95p 0.6 1.1 -0.5 97 700 
Source: ABS Cat. Nos. 3221.0 and 3412.0. c = includes an adjustment for intercensal discrepancy. p = 
preliminary. Also see notes to Table 1. 

 

At the 1991 Census, most of the Netherlands-born in Australia lived in Victoria (29.8 

percent) or New South Wales (24.8 percent), followed by Queensland (17.1 percent), 

Western Australia (12.3 percent), South Australia (10.3 percent), Tasmania (3.1 

percent), the Australian Capital Territory (1.7 percent) and the Northern Territory (0.8 

percent). Since the 1986 Census there has been a large increase in Queensland’s share 

(from 14.6 to 17.1 percent or from 13 741 to 16 238 persons), and declines in the 

share and the numbers of Dutch in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia 

(BIPR, 1993).  

 

The Dutch in Australia are unusual compared with most other birthplace groups in 

that a relatively high proportion live outside the major capital cities. For example, in 



1991 27.9 percent were in this category compared with only 9.5 percent of all 

immigrants with a non-English speaking background (BIMPR, 1993). Similarly, in 

1991, Price (1973) found that 30.7 percent of the Netherlands-born lived outside the 

metropolitan areas compared with much lower figures for most non-English speaking 

immigrants (for example, 17.5 percent of Italians, and 7.7 percent of Greeks and 

Cypriots). Possibly this might be partly a response to the relatively crowded living 

conditions in the Netherlands, or it could also reflect an affinity of the Dutch to the 

Australian countryside. The BIMPR (1993) comments that in Melbourne and Sydney, 

at the 1991 Census the Netherlands-born tend to live in the outer rather than the inner 

suburbs; for example, Berwick, Cranbourne, Croydon, Dandenong, Ferntree Gully, 

Frankston, Lilydale, Knox, Nunawading and Sherbrooke around Melbourne; and 

Bankstown, Colo, Blue Mountains, Dural, Hornsby, Penrith, Sutherland, Warringah 

and Windsor around Sydney.  

 

Age Structure 

 

From the early post-war years until the 1990s the Netherlands-born population in 

Australia has undergone a dramatic change in its age structure. As Figure 2 shows, in 

1954 the Dutch in Australia had the typical age structure of a newly arrived 

immigrant group, that is, a high proportion at the young and middle adult years, a 

relatively high proportion of young children, but lower proportions of teenagers, and 

very low proportions of elderly persons. As the years went by, these early immigrants 

grew older, but for some time the group was replenished with the arrival of large 

numbers of young families from the Netherlands. Then, the level of new Netherlands-

born immigrants decreased, and as the initial immigrants continued to grow older, the 

age structure of the Dutch population in Australia also became older. Accordingly, in 



1991, the Netherlands-born population has an age structure typical of other long-

established European immigrant groups in Australia, namely a high proportion at the 

middle and older ages.  

 

Table 3: Ratio of males per 100 females in the Netherlands-born population in 
Australia. Censuses 1954 to 1991: 

 

Age group 1954 1961 1971 1981 1991 

0-4 104 103 106 100 81 
5-9 114 106 97 120 114 
10-14 116 113 109 101 104 
15-19 122 118 110 101 114 
20-24 156 129 113 106 97 
25-29 177 133 123 105 99 
30-34 143 142 128 112 110 
35-39 140 133 130 117 106 
40-44 138 129 139 130 114 
45-49 158 131 134 127 122 
50-54 169 144 126 139 131 
55-59 145 143 124 127 128 
60-64 188 107 135 113 134 
65-69 209 110 130 106 116 
70-74 212 141 120 109 96 
75 + 136 150 94 86 81 

 

Also of interest is the way in which the sex ratio of the Netherlands-born population 

in Australia has changed over the past 40 years or so. In 1954, there was a very high 

proportion of men, with more than 130 men for every 100 women at each age from 

20-24 years, and around twice as many men as women at some ages, possibly related 

to the large numbers of Dutch ex-servicemen arriving in Australia from Indonesia in 

the 1950s. However, in successive censuses these ratios have gradually declined, and 

by 1991 a large excess of Dutch men is evident only at ages 40-44 to 65-69 years, 

while at some ages there is actually an excess of Dutch women. A female excess is 

evident at the young adult ages 20-24 and 25-29 years, ages which 40 years ago had 

one of the highest ratios of men, and at the oldest ages 70-74 and 75 years or more. 

An excess of women compared to men at the young adult ages seems to be a common 



trend in recent years in the immigration trend from European countries, possibly 

related to the growing freedom and independence of young women. The increasing 

excess of women at the oldest ages is most likely the result of a more balanced sex 

ratio of new arrivals in recent years, and because of Dutch women in Australia 

outliving their husbands, which is the usual pattern in developed countries. 

 

The addition of the second generation to the first generation Netherlands group has a 

dramatic effect on the age structure, as is shown in Figure 3. The main contribution 

from the second generation is at ages 0-4 to 25-29 years in 1981 and from 0-4 to 35-

39 years in 1991, and this contribution will extend to higher ages in future censuses. 

Accordingly, the severe undercutting of the age pyramids at ages below 30-34 years 

in 1981 and below ages 40-44 years in 1991 among the Netherlands-born is much less 

evident when the second generation is added. (The undercutting which still occurs at 

the childhood ages, 0-4 years in 1981 and 0-14 years in 1991 would be partly 

removed by the addition of the third generation.) The figures also show that at ages 

15-19 years and less in 1981 and at ages 25-29 years and less in 1991 the contribution 

of Australian-born with only one parent Netherlands-born is greater than the 

contribution of those with both parents Netherlands-born. Again, this pattern will 

progress to the older ages in future censuses.  

 

The Second Generation 

 

Because the second generation is emerging as a major component of the Dutch in 

Australia, it is useful to explore further its demographic impact. The first panel of 

Table 4 summarises trends from 1976 to 1991 in the numbers of second-generation 

with one or both parents Netherlands-born. In each of these years the second 



generation with a father only born in the Netherlands exceeds those with a mother 

only born in the Netherlands, indicating a greater extent of marriage outside the 

ethnic group of Netherlands-born men than of Netherlands-born women. The total 

number in the second generation has increased from 98 781 in 1976 to 139 677 in 

1991. Over the same period the share of the second generation with both parents 

Netherlands-born has declined from 35.1 to 28.0 percent, with a corresponding 

increase from 64.9 to 72.0 percent in the share of those of mixed parentage. Only 10.9 

percent of the total increase in the second generation from 1976 to 1991 is from those 

with both parents born in Netherlands, with the major portion (81.9 percent ) coming 

from those with mixed parentage.  

 

The second panel of Table 4 combines data regarding the first and second 

generations. Overall the sum of the first generation and the second generation 

Netherlands-born has increased from 190 891 in 1976 to 235 543 in 1991, a 23 

percent increase. Over the past 15 years, the proportion of the combined group who 

are first generation has declined from 48.3 percent in 1976 to 40.7 percent in 1991, 

with a corresponding increase in the second generation’s share of the total group, 

from 51.7 percent to 59.3 percent. However, while the second generation with mixed 

parentage has increased its share of the total group from 33.6 percent in 1976 to 42.7 

percent in 1991, the second generation with unmixed parentage now has a smaller 

share, 18.2 percent in 1976 falling to 16.6 percent in 1991. The first generation 

accounted for only 8.4 percent of the increase during 1976 to 1991, compared with 

10.0 percent from the second generation with unmixed parentage and 81.6 percent 

from those with mixed parentage. These figures demonstrate firstly, that the second 

generation is progressively outnumbering the first generation, and, secondly, that the 

second generation of mixed parentage continues to outnumber those of unmixed 



parentage. In the future, as with other long-established ethnic groups in Australia, the 

emerging third generation will become the dominant group. Price (1996) estimates 

that here were 14 922 third generation descendants of the Netherlands group in 1981. 

 

There are large differences between the various ethnic groups in Australia with regard 

to the proportion of their second generation with both parents born in the given 

homeland. Such proportions are highest among Greeks and Italians, still quite high 

among the Maltese, with the Dutch occupying a middle position, and with the lowest 

proportions occurring among the Germans and the British.  

 

Another difference between ethnic groups occurs with regard to the number of second 

generation persons with a father only rather than a mother only with the given 

birthplace. This ratio is very high among Greeks and Italians, with a middle level 

among the Dutch, Maltese and British, and lowest among Germans. Thus second 

generation Greeks and Italians have not only a high proportion with both parents born 

in the country of origin, but they also have a much higher proportion with only the 

father only rather than only the mother only born in the country of origin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4: First and Second Generation Dutch. 1976 to 1991 
 

Year Second Generation with Both or only one Parent Born in the 
Netherlands 

 Both Mother 
Only 

Father 
Only 

Sum One 
Parent 

Sum 
All 



      
1976 34 668 25 374 38 739 64 113 98 781 
1981 37 902 33 078 49 671 82 749 120 651 
1986 na na na na 127 319 
1991 39 134 39 063 61 480 100 543 139 677 
  
 Percentage Distribution 

1976 35.1 25.7 39.2 64.9 100.0 

1981 31.4 27.4 41.2 68.6 100.0 

1991 28.0 28.0 44.0 72.0 100.0 

  

 Increase 1976-91 and Percentage Share of Increase 
Increase 4 466 13 689 22 741 36 430 40 896 
Share % 10.9 33.5 55.6 89.1 100.0 
  
 First Generation and Second with One or Both Parents Netherlands-

born 

 First Generation Second Gen. 
Both 

Sum Gen. One First & Second 
Gen. 

1976 92 110 34 668 64 113 190 891 
1981 96 044 37 902 82 749 216 695 
1986 95 099 na na 222 418 
1991 95 866 39 134 100 543 235 543 
  
 Percentage Distribution 

1976 48.2 18.2 33.6 100.0 
1981 44.3 17.5 38.2 100.0 
1986 42.8 na na 100.0 
1991 40.7 16.6 42.7 100.0 
  
 Increase 1976-91 and Percentage Share of Increase 
Increase 3 756 4 466 36 430 44 652 
Share % 8.4 10.0 81.6 100.0 
*If second generation persons with mixed parentage are counted as 0.5, then the sums of the first and 
second generation are: 1976 – 158 834; 1981 – 175 320; 1991 – 185 272. 
na = not available. 

 

The composition of the increments in the second generation between 1976 and 1991 

also differ by country of origin. For example, the British and Germans actually 

experience a decrease in the size of their second generation with both parents from 

the country of origin. In contrast, among Greeks, Italians and Maltese, the second 

generation with both parents from the country of origin represented more than a third 

of the increment in the total second generation (48%, 37% and 36%, respectively). 

The corresponding figure for the Dutch is 10.0 percent.  



 

For some purposes, it is more appropriate to count each person with ‘mixed’ second 

generation as one-half instead of one (and similarly to count each person with ‘mixed’ 

third generation in accordance with how may of their four grandparents are Dutch). 

This is done because otherwise the sum of all persons in Australia with unmixed or 

mixed Dutch ancestry, added to similar sums for all other birthplace groups, would be 

several times the total population of Australia. This is what Charles Price does in his 

derivation of ethnic strength, referred to later in this chapter. The note to Table 4 

shows the sum of the first and second generation if the second generation of mixed 

Dutch parentage are counted as one-half instead of one. 

 

Information about the trend since the 1940s in the number of births occurring in 

Australia to Dutch parents, from which the second generation is formed, is given in 

the section on births in Australia by birthplace of parents.  

 

Ethnic Strength and Ancestry 

 

Much of the analysis of the ‘ethnic strength’ of a given immigrant group has been 

developed by Charles Price. The following discussion relates to his important work, 

and refers to the Dutch ethnic group. Through a detailed analysis, he was able to 

obtain for the major ethnic groups, the numbers of ‘unmixed origin’ (for example, 

those are who are born in the Netherlands, Australia or some other country with only 

ethnic Dutch parents), and the numbers of ‘mixed origin’ (those with one ethnic 

Dutch parent and one other parent, or with one or more ethnic Dutch grandparents). 

The sum of these gives the ‘total descent’, for example, all of those with full or partial 

ethnic Dutch origin. To obtain a true measure of ethnic strength (so that all ethnic 



groups add to the total population in Australia), persons in the ‘mixed origin’ 

category need to be converted to descent fractions; for example, a person with an 

ethnic Dutch mother and an ethnic English father is counted as one-half Dutch and 

one-half English, and a person with one Dutch grandparent, one English and two 

German grandparents is counted as one-quarter ethnic Dutch. Accordingly, the sum of 

those with unmixed origin and the descent fractions of those with mixed origin 

provides a measure of ethnic strength.  

 

In terms of ethnic strength in 1987, the ethnic Dutch total 234 900, which represents 

1.44 percent of the total Australian population. Apart from the Anglo-Celtic group, 

whose ethnic strength was 74.5 percent of the total, the Dutch had the fourth highest 

ethnic strength with regard to immigrants with a non-English speaking background, 

following Germans (3.75 percent), Italians (3.72 percent) and Greeks (1.98 percent) 

(Price, 1996). In the early post-war years the ethnic strength of the Dutch was only 

0.22 percent, and Price’s (1981) figures suggest that the ethnic Dutch might have 

reached their maximum ethnic strength in Australia at around 1978, when their 

proportion of the total was 1.55 percent.  

 

Price also found that in 1987, there were more people in Australia with mixed ethnic 

Dutch origin than with unmixed ethnic Dutch origin (175 700 compared with 161 

300). The excess of mixed origin is even greater for those with German origin. 

However, the opposite occurs for those with Greek, Italian or Maltese origin; and the 

excess of unmixed origin is especially high among Greeks. The relative number of 

those of mixed origin increases with the extent of intermarriage with persons outside 

the group, hence the high component of persons of mixed origin among Dutch and 

Germans. 



 

A related question which was also explored by Price (1988b) was, what was the 

chance of persons from a given ethnic group subsequently having grandchildren of 

the same unmixed ancestry. As would be expected, this is higher if the person arrives 

married (to someone from the same ethnic group) rather than single, and is higher 

among ethnic groups with a low level of intermarriage after arrival (such as the 

Greeks and Italians). Among the ethnic Dutch the chance of subsequently having a 

grandchild of unmixed ancestry is 10 percent for those who arrive as married, and 

only about 1 percent for those who arrive as single.  

 

A question about ancestry was asked only once in recent Australian censuses, at the 

1986 Census. Persons filling out the census form were able to write one, two or more 

ancestries. For example, three persons with some Dutch ancestry might have written: 

Dutch; Australian-Dutch; and Dutch-English-German. In this example, two persons 

would have been recorded as giving Dutch as their first ancestry and one would have 

been recorded as giving Dutch as their second ancestry. In the 1986 Census data 

Dutch was given as the first ancestry by 193 100 persons and as the second ancestry 

by another 38 000, thus giving a total of 231 100 (Khoo, 1988). Among those 231 

100, 90 066 were Netherlands-born, 119 697 were Australian-born, and then there 

were smaller numbers who were born in Indonesia (5223) Sri Lanka (3350), New 

Zealand (2397) South Africa (1718), and England (1131) (BIMPR, 1991). Most, but 

not all, of the Netherlands-born population in Australia stated that they were of Dutch 

ancestry (94.7 percent), with another 0.6 percent giving Australian ancestry. 

Similarly, most but not all of those who stated Dutch ancestry were born in the 

Netherlands or in Australia (39.0 plus 51.8 giving 90.8 percent altogether).  

 



In a ranking of ancestry groups according to the first response only, Khoo’s (1988) 

figures show that the Dutch were ninth, representing 1.2 percent of the total 

population, and followed: English (39.9%), Australian (20.3%), Irish (3.8%), Italian 

(3.6%), Scottish (3.2%), German (2.2%), Greek (2.1%) and British (2.0%). Again, the 

Dutch are fourth with respect to ethnic groups with a non-English speaking 

background. 

 

Fertility 

 

Among the various overseas-born groups in Australia, the trend in the fertility of the 

Dutch has been one of the most interesting. This is because initially in the 1960s, 

1970s and 1980s Dutch women on average had more children than Australian-born 

women, but by the 1986 Census the difference had narrowed considerably. For 

example, in Table 5, at the 1966 Census, Dutch currently married women then aged 

45-59 years had an average of 3.53 children compared with 2.68 among the 

corresponding group of Australian-born women; in contrast at the 1986 Census, all 

Dutch women then aged 45-49 years had an average of 2.97 children compared with 

2.88 for Australian-born women (Young, 1991). Unfortunately questions about the 

number of children ever born were not asked at the 1991 Census; however, by using 

the ‘own children’ method, which assumes that the children listed on the census form 

belonged to the mother in the house, Shavasi (1996) found that the Dutch had lower 

fertility in 1982-86 and 1987-91 than the Australian-born. 

 

Table 5: Average Number of Children of Netherlands-born and Australian-born 
Women in Australia. Censuses 1966 to 1986 

 

Census Category Age in 1991 

(Years) 

Netherlands 

Born 

Australian 

Born 
 



Women aged 45-49 Years 
    
1966 Now Married 70-74 3.53 2.68 
1976 Ever Married 60-64 3.42 3.11 
1981 All 55-59 3.26 3.06 
1986 All 50-54 2.97 2.88 
    
1981 Census All Women 70-74 3.54 2.62 
 65-69 3.42 2.79 
 60-64 3.36 2.99 
 55-59 3.26 3.06 
 50-54 2.94 2.87 

 

The second generation departs from the pattern of the first generation, and has a level 

of fertility closer to that for total Australia. For example, in 1976 the average number 

of children of first generation Dutch women aged 45-49 years was higher than that of 

the corresponding group of second generation Dutch women in Australia (3.42 

compared with 2.73 children). Thus, when the first generation had high fertility, the 

fertility of the second generation was lower. However, when the fertility of the first 

generation dropped steeply, the fertility of the second generation then exceeded it, as 

has occurred in the 1980s and 1990s (Shivasi, 1996). 

 

Changes in the childbearing experience of the Netherlands-born in Australia can also 

be followed from trends annual levels of fertility, as measured by the total fertility 

rate (TFR). This measure is derived from a given year’s age-specific fertility rates, 

instead of from women’s past childbearing history. Age-specific fertility rates are the 

number of births registered in a given year to women in a given age group, such as 

20-24 years, divided by the number of women in that age group, 20-24 years, in the 

middle of that year. The total fertility rate is the sum of the age-specific fertility rates 

over all five-year age groups, and multiplied by five (because of the use of five-year 

groups). The total fertility rate is therefore a hypothetical measure of the average 

number of children that a woman would have during her lifetime if she experienced 



the age-specific fertility rates relating to that particular year. Accordingly, it is does 

not represent the actual past experience of women, but is a useful summary of the 

fertility experience of all women during a given year. 

 

Trends in total fertility rates (TFRs) in Figure 4 show that initially Netherlands-born 

women in Australia had higher fertility than Australian-born women, for example, an 

average of 3.17 children compared with 2.82 in 1971. By the mid-1980s the two had 

similar total fertility rates, and then suddenly in 1992 the total fertility rates of the 

Dutch dropped below those for the Australian-born, 1.6 children compared with 1.9. 

Figure 4 also shows the relationship between the TFRs of the Dutch in Australia and 

the Dutch in the Netherlands. For most of these years, the Dutch in Australia had 

much higher fertility than the Dutch in the Netherlands, for example, an average of 

3.17 children compared with 2.38 in 1971, and 2.17 compared with 1.57 in 1979. This 

also changed in 1992, when the fertility of the Dutch in Australia fell to slightly 

below that of the Dutch in the Netherlands.  

 

One can also compare the two countries, Australia and the Netherlands. From Figure 

4, the level of fertility in Australia has always been higher than that in the 

Netherlands, but there is a similarity in that both experienced a rapid decline in their 

TFRs during the 1970s. While the Australian figure subsequently stabilised at around 

1.9 children, the Netherlands figure stabilised at around 1.6, although increasing to 

1.7 in recent years (United Nations). Accordingly, from Figure 4, it would seem that 

the total fertility rate of the Dutch in Australia is perhaps now converging to the level 

in the Netherlands rather than to the level in Australia. This suggests that preferences 

about family size might be linked to underlying cultural differences. The data also 

suggest that the childbearing behaviour and the attitudes and circumstances of the 



Dutch coming to Australia in recent years are very different from those of the Dutch 

who came to Australia in the troubled years soon after the war. 

 

Of course the Dutch-born in Australia are not homogeneous and there is variation in 

the average numbers of children between different groups. As Day (1983) has 

demonstrated, Dutch with Catholic religion generally have larger families than non-

Catholic Dutch, particularly among the early immigrants, although these differences 

have diminished over time. Similarly, Day (1983) shows that the Dutch who had 

settled in the other urban or rural areas of Australia generally had more children than 

the Dutch who lived in the metropolitan areas. This observation is particularly 

interesting because of the relatively high proportions of Dutch living outside the 

capital cities in Australia.  

 

Because of the possible inverse relationship between fertility and women’s 

participation in the paid labour force, an attempt was made to see whether the fertility 

of the Dutch could be explained by their labour force participation or vice versa. 

Overall at the 1986 and 1991 censuses Dutch women in Australia had slightly lower 

labour force activity than Australian-born women, an average of 27 years in the 

labour force compared with 29 years. In 1991 the largest differences in age-specific 

labour force participation rates between the Dutch and all women in Australia occur 

at the youngest ages (15-19, 20-24 and 25-29 years) and at the oldest ages (50-55, 55-

59 and 60-64 years). The high fertility of the Dutch during the 1950s and 1960s is 

consistent with the relatively lower labour force participation of the older Dutch 

women (ages 50-64 years), as these would have been the women having their children 

during those early post-war years. However, there appears to be no consistent or 



strong link between childbearing and labour force activity among women at the 

younger or middle ages. 

 

Marital status 

 

The distribution of a birthplace group by marital status, tells something about the age 

at marriage, proportion marrying, likelihood of divorce, and incidence of widowhood. 

However, the marital status of an immigrant group is also affected by the relatively 

greater tendency of persons of some marital statuses to come to or leave the new 

country. Data from the 1991 Census gives some idea of the situation of the Dutch in 

Australia compared with all Australians. At the 1991 Census, except at ages 15-19 

years and 25-29 years, Dutch men and women in Australia had lower proportions 

never married compared with all Australians, thus reflecting the fact that families 

rather than unattached adults have been an important feature of the migration stream. 

Related to this is the observation that, except at these particular young ages, a higher 

proportion of Dutch men and women are currently married compared with all 

Australians. The relatively high proportion of Dutch aged 25-29 years who are never 

married compared with all Australians possibly reflects the Dutch student population 

or the fact that the census may have included Dutch young adults in Australia on 

holidays.  

 

The proportions of Dutch who are separated (but not divorced) are not much different 

from those for the total population, and the proportions who are divorced are again 

not very different, although the proportion of Dutch men in this category is 

sometimes one percentage point higher than for all Australian men at the young adult 

and middle ages (20-34 and 50-64 years). This small difference may not necessarily 



be due to higher divorce among Dutch men, and could instead reflect the relatively 

greater tendency of divorced persons rather than other persons to emigrate, a pattern 

which is observed among other immigrants in Australia, such as New Zealanders and 

persons from the United States.  

 

At the late middle ages (50-54 to 60-64 years) there appear to be slightly lower 

proportions of Dutch who are widowed compared to the total Australian population. 

This may be a result of the lower mortality of the Dutch compared with the 

Australian-born population (discussed in the section on health and mortality) or it 

may also occur if widowed Dutch are relatively more likely to return to the 

Netherlands compared with Dutch persons at the same age who are still married. 

However, overall, the main conclusion is that the marital status distribution, and 

hence age at marriage and likelihood of divorce, are not very different for the Dutch 

in Australia compared with the total Australian population.  

 

Intermarriage 

 

Intermarriage, which is the term used for marriage outside the birthplace group, is not 

only an interesting demographic measure, but is also a useful indication of the extent 

to which a given birthplace group is mixing freely with the host population or with 

other birthplace groups. In other words, rates of intermarriage indicate the extent to 

which young people are discovering marriage partners outside their own group, and 

the extent to which immigrant families are joining with other Australian families 

through the marriage of their children. 

 



Among the various birthplace groups in Australia with a non-English speaking origin, 

the Dutch  have always had one of the highest rates of intermarriage with the 

Australian-born and with other persons. In addition, as has happened with most other 

birthplace groups, their rates of intermarriage have increased over the years. For 

example, in Table 6, in 1947-60, 44.5 percent of Dutch-born bridegrooms married an 

Australian-born woman and another 13.2 percent married a woman with some other 

ethnic origin; by 1974-78 the corresponding proportions had increased to 72.6 and 

18.9 percent (Price, 1981), and by 1990-92, the figures were 62.4 and 29.0 percent. 

Dutch-born persons tend to have rates of intermarriage similar to the German-born, 

and these two have higher rates of intermarriage than do Southern Europeans in 

Australia, which, in turn, have higher levels of intermarriage than do those from the 

Middle East. In the Dutch and most European groups, bridegrooms are more likely to 

marry outside their birthplace group than are brides, but these differences have 

decreased over time. (In contrast, among Asian immigrants, the rates of intermarriage 

are higher for women than for men.) 

 

Overall, in the adjustment of a European immigrant group to Australia, two 

transitions seem to occur in relation to marriage; first the rates of intermarriage 

increase and secondly the intermarriage rate for women increases to the level 

occurring for men. It would also be interesting to know whether or not the Dutch who 

arrived as children or who have lived in Australia for a long time are more likely to 

marry outside their ethnic group than are more recent arrivals. Unfortunately data are 

not readily available for such an analysis. 

 

 

Table 6: Rates of intermarriage in Australia of Netherlands-born brides and 
grooms 



 

Year Bridegrooms marrying Brides 

born in: 

Brides marrying Bridegrooms 

born in: 
       
 Netherlands Australia Other Netherlands  Australia Other 
       
1947-60 42.3 44.5 13.2 61.7 20.2 18.1 
1961-64 30.2 55.2 14.6 37.5 39.7 22.8 
1965-68 20.0 62.2 17.8 24.4 51.5 24.1 
1969-73 12.8 69.8 17.4 17.1 59.3 23.6 
1974-78 8.5 72.6 18.9 12.6 63.0 24.4 
1981-86 8.5 67.2 24.3 12.5 61.7 25.8 
1990-92 8.6 62.4 29.0 12.1 63.2 24.7 
Source: Price (1981, 1988a); ABS Marriages 1990, 1991, 1992 Cat. No. 3306.0. 

 

Table 7 : Rates of intermarriage in Australia of second-generation Dutch persons, and 

a comparison with the experience of second-generation Italians.  

(Australian-born brides and grooms with mother born in the Netherlands marrying 

grooms and brides who were born in, or with one or both parents born in, the 

Netherlands) 

Year Brides Bridegrooms 
   
Netherlands   
1981-86 9.1 9.0 
1987-90 8.4 8.3 
1991-92 6.1 6.9 
   
Italians   
1981-86 53.1 46.8 
1987-90 49.2 47.5 
1991-92 50.4 46.5 
Source: Price (1994). 

 

Price (1994) has also analysed the choice of partners in the marriages of second 

generation immigrants. Again, the data show that second generation Dutch are more 

likely to marry outside the ethnic group than are most other second generation groups. 

His analysis focused on Australian-born persons with a mother born in the 

Netherlands who marry Dutch-born grooms and brides or Australian-born groom or 

brides with one or both parents born in the Netherlands. From Table 7, in 1991-92, 



6.1 percent of such second generation Dutch brides and 6.9 percent of such grooms 

selected such partners from the same ethnic group. These figures compare with 

similar rates among the second generation relating to Northeast Europe, Scandinavia 

and Eastern Europe, and higher rates among second generation Southern European 

brides and grooms and among second generation Middle Eastern brides and grooms 

(for example, 50.4 percent for brides and 46.5 percent for grooms of second 

generation Italian origin, and 65.6 percent for brides and 60.4 percent for grooms of 

second generation Greek origin)  

 

Births in Australia by birthplace of parents 

 

Another measure of the mixing of the Netherlands-born with persons outside their 

ethnic group is provided by data on nuptial confinements by birthplace of mother and 

birthplace of father. The only difference between ‘confinements’ and births is that 

multiple births, such as twins, would be counted as one confinement instead of two 

(or more) births. Such data are part of the annual statistics of birth registrations 

published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. These figures also have relevance to 

the earlier discussion about the second generation because they show the trend over 

time in the number of births in Australia to Dutch parents.  

 

The overall picture of trends in the annual average numbers of nuptial confinements 

in Australia to Netherlands-born mothers, Netherlands-born fathers and when both 

parents are Netherlands-born is given in Figure 5. These show that births in Australia 

to any Netherlands-born parents were very small during the 1940s, began to increase 

during the early 1950s and were at their highest from the mid-fifties to the mid-

seventies, although the numbers where both parents were Netherlands-born dropped 



away quickly after the early 1960s. The numbers of births to Netherlands-born fathers 

is always greater than those to Netherlands-born mothers, because of the greater 

extent of intermarriage of men and because, until recently, there was always an excess 

of Dutch men compared with Dutch women. During 1946-49 there was an annual 

average only 36 births to Dutch-born women and 141 to Dutch-born men, compared 

with annual averages of more than 2000-4000 from the mid-1950s to the 1970s. 

During the 1990s average annual births in Australia were around 500 and 750 per 

year for Dutch women and Dutch men, respectively. 

 

Trends from 1946 to 1994 in the proportion of Netherlands-born women having a 

baby in a given year whose husband was also Netherlands-born, and trends in the 

proportion of Netherlands-born men becoming fathers in a given year whose wife was 

Netherlands-born are given in Table 8. These show that in the very early post-war 

years (1946-49) a relatively low proportion of births in Australia to Netherlands-born 

couples were to parents who were both Netherlands-born (52 percent of mothers and 

13 percent of fathers). This is probably due to the small numbers of Dutch in 

Australia before the large post-war intake, and the high ratio of Dutch men to Dutch 

women. The proportion of births where both parents were Netherlands-born then 

increased to a peak in the 1950s of nearly 90 percent of Netherlands-born mothers 

and 73 percent of Netherlands-born fathers, before falling fairly steeply during the 

next 20 years or so, and reaching values of 15 percent of mothers and 10 percent of 

fathers in the 1990s. The peak during the 1950s was because most of the Netherlands-

born young adults were recent arrivals and had arrived as married or who had married 

within the birthplace group in Australia soon after arrival; because of the small 

numbers of Dutch in Australia before the 1950s very few of such adults could have 

arrived as children. The subsequent decline in the proportion of births with both 



parents Netherlands-born may be because increasing proportions of Netherlands-born 

young adults had arrived as children since the 1950s and had grown up in Australia, 

and were therefore possibly more likely to marry outside their birthplace group, as 

well as the increasing tendency of greater intermarriage among those who had arrived 

as young adults. Also evident from Table 8 is that while the proportions are always 

higher for mothers than for fathers, the difference between the two has decreased.  

Table 8: Proportion of Netherlands-born parents of nuptial confinements in 

Australia who had a Netherlands-born spouse, 1946 to 1994 
 

Year Mothers Fathers 
(Percentages) 

1946-49 52.1 13.1 
1950-54 89.8 73.5 
1955-59 85.8 73.7 
1960-64 72.1 62.2 
1965-69 51.4 44.0 
1970-74 33.3 27.4 
1975-79 22.4 17.5 
1980-84 18.8 13.8 
1985-89 17.4 11.6 
1990-94 15.1 9.9 
Source: Derived from ABS Cat. No. 3303.0. 

 

This measure of the proportion of parents having a child in a given year whose spouse 

is of the same birthplace group can be used as an estimate of the proportion of 

Netherlands-born persons at a given age who have a Netherlands-born spouse. 

Although data on intermarriage provides information about the choice of partners of 

Netherlands-born persons marrying in Australia, such figures exclude spouses who 

married before coming to Australia (and therefore would overstate the extent of 

mixed marriages overall). The data on relative birthplaces of parents to some extent 

overcomes such an omission. This application of such data is used in the next section 

in assessing the demographic differences between age cohorts.  

 

Generation and parentage of age cohorts 



 

While the previous sections have dealt with changes from one census to another in the 

total numbers of the first generation and second generation Netherlands group, it is 

also interesting to examine such changes with regard to each five year age group, or 

age cohort, in 1991. The basic data for this is given in Table 9, and the analysis can 

also incorporate other variables, such as the proportion of the Netherlands-born 

population with 10 or more years of residence in Australia, as in Figure 6, or 

information about the proportion of Netherlands-born persons who have (or had) a 

Netherlands-born spouse, as in Figure 7.  

 

Table 8 and the two Figures show the remarkable transition between the young age 

cohorts and the older cohorts with regard to the relative proportions of first 

generation, second generation with unmixed parentage, and second generation with 

mixed parentage. While 90 percent or more of those aged 40-44 years and over are 

first generation, most of whom have been resident for 10 or more years, the majority 

of those aged 25-29 years are second generation and most of these have only one 

parent born in the Netherlands. The two age cohorts in the middle, those aged 30-34 

and 35-39 years in 1991, represent the transition between these two extremes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 9: Proportion of the first generation, and the second generation with both 
parents Netherlands-born or with only one such parent, among the sum of first 

and second generation Netherlands persons in Australia, by age. 1991 
 

Age in First 
Generation 

Second Generation with 
Netherlands-born parents 

Sum 

     

  Both One  
     
0-4 2.6 7.0 90.4 100.0 
5-9 3.2 8.1 88.7 100.0 
10-14 5.5 9.6 84.9 100.0 
15-19 5.6 14.0 80.4 100.0 
20-24 7.7 23.1 69.2 100.0 
25-29 11.2 37.1 51.7 100.0 
30-34 20.4 47.0 32.6 100.0 
35-39 50.6 33.7 15.7 100.0 
40-44 92.0 2.7 5.3 100.0 
45-49 95.1 0.9 4.0 100.0 
50-54 96.5 0.7 2.8 100.0 
55-59 96.6 0.5 2.9 100.0 
60-64 96.0 0.6 3.4 100.0 
65-69 95.9 0.9 3.2 100.0 
70-74 94.4 1.1 4.5 100.0 
75+ 92.0 1.4 6.6 100.0 

 

Figure 7 incorporates data regarding the birthplaces of parents of births occurring 

each year to estimate the proportion of Netherlands-born persons with a Netherlands-

born spouse (or previously with such a spouse at the time of their childbearing). This 

shows that the proportion of the first generation with, or previously with, a 

Netherlands-born spouse reached a peak of 72-75 percent at ages 60-64 and 65-69 

years, with somewhat lower values among those aged 70-74 and 75 years and over, 

and decreasing values for those aged 55-59 years or younger. These figures and those 

regarding rates of intermarriage demonstrate that not only do the younger age cohorts 

contain a lower proportion of Netherlands-born, they also contain a lower proportion 

of Netherlands-born who are married (or previously married) to a Netherlands-born 

spouse. Overall, not only is a higher proportion of each younger age cohort exposed 

from birth to Australian conditions, by virtue of being Australian-born, so also is the 

Netherlands-born component each younger age cohort mixing more with Australians 



and other ethnic groups through intermarriage. These figures thus summarise the 

dramatic evolution of the Netherlands group from the older to the younger cohorts.  

 

Health and mortality 

 

Most overseas-born birthplace groups in Australia have lower mortality rates than do 

the Australian-born, the few exceptions including those from the Pacific Islands, New 

Zealand, Finland and Poland. The usual method of measuring the mortality level of a 

given birthplace group in comparison with that of the Australian-born population is 

the standardised mortality ratio (SMR). This is calculated by applying the age-

specific mortality rates for some ‘standard’ population, such as the Australian-born or 

the total population in Australia, to the population of a given birthplace group in five-

year age groups. The sum of these products yields the ‘expected’ number of deaths 

for that birthplace group if its members experienced the same mortality rates as in the 

‘standard’ population. The ratio of the actual number of deaths recorded for that 

birthplace group to these ‘expected’ deaths gives the standardised mortality ratio. 

This ratio is then usually multiplied by 100. An advantage of the standardised 

mortality ratio is that it overcomes any differences in the age structures of the two 

populations which are being compared; for example, the process removes the problem 

that an older population would usually have a higher crude death rate than a younger 

population. SMRs are usually calculated for the adult population, aged 15-74 years or 

15 years or more, and separately for males and females. 

 

Persons from the Netherlands who are living in Australia have consistently lower 

mortality rates than the Australian-born population, with SMRs generally around 80, 

or around 90 for men in recent years, indicating that their adult mortality is about 80-



90 percent that of the Australian-born population (see Table 10). In 1990-92 their 

SMRs were 92 for men and 84 among women. While the relative mortality level of 

the Dutch in Australia is similar to that of persons living in Australia from the former 

republic of Yugoslavia, Austria, Denmark and France, it is not as low as that for 

persons from several of the Mediterranean countries (Greece, Italy, Cyprus, Portugal , 

Spain and Lebanon which have  SMRs consistently around 60 to 70), nor is it as high 

as the SMRs for those from Germany, Hungary, Canada and the United Kingdom 

(with SMRs around 90), or those for Poland, Finland, United States and New Zealand 

(with SMRs usually over 100).  

 

Various explanations for the different mortality of a birthplace group in Australia 

compared with the Australian-born include the health criteria applied in the 

Australian government’s selection of settlers to Australia, and the effect of the self-

selection of the immigrants themselves; genetic differences; differences in lifestyle 

with regard to items such as diet, exercise, weight control and hygiene; risk taking 

behaviour, such as smoking, dangerous driving, and use of alcohol, and the role of the 

family in curbing such behaviour among its young adults; and cultural differences 

which affect the status of women and attitudes, including attitudes to suicide and 

ways of dealing with illness. Some or all of these play a role in the mortality 

experience of the Dutch in Australia compared with the Australian-born. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 10: Standardised mortality ratios of Netherlands-born males and females 
in Australia, 1970-72 to 1992-94.  



 

Year Males Females 

1970-72 82* 85* 
1980-82 86* 82* 
1984-86 75 63 
1987-89 92* 80* 
1992-94  92* 84* 
Source: 1970-72 data - Dasvarma (1980); 1980-82 data - Young (1986); 1984-86 data - ABS (1989); 
1987-89 data - Young (1992); 1992-94 data - Mathers (1996). 
1970-72 and 1992-94 data are for ages 15 years and over, and standardised to the Australian-born 
population.  
1980-82, 1984-86 and 1987-89 data are for ages 15-74 years, and standardised to the total Australian 
population. 
* indicates that the mortality experience of the Dutch is significantly lower than that of the standard 
population (total Australian or Australian-born). Significance tests were not done for the 1984-86 data.  

 

As well as experiencing lower mortality than the Australian-born or the total 

population in Australia, the Netherlands-born population in Australia also experiences 

lower mortality than occurs in the Netherlands itself. For example, around 1981, 

according to standardised mortality rates, the overall level of mortality of Dutch men 

in Australia was 97 percent, and that of Dutch women in Australia was 95 percent of 

that of their counterparts in the Netherlands, and the ratios were slightly lower in 

1987 (Young, 1992).  

 

Contrary to popular opinion, the relative mortality of most birthplace groups in 

Australia, as measured by the standardised mortality ratio, does not increase markedly 

with increased duration of residence, and this also applies to the Dutch (see Table 10). 

In other words, most birthplace groups tend to maintain their inherent lower or higher 

mortality in Australia with increasing duration of residence. Whether or not this 

difference is maintained in the second generation is not known, as data are not 

available to test such a hypothesis. Although some of the initial factors which 

conferred an advantage on the Dutch immigrants would be less relevant to the second 

generation, such as selection, some of the other factors would continue to operate, 



such as genetic differences, while others would be mediated by life in the new 

country, such as diet, lifestyle, risk-taking behaviour, and attitudes.  

 

SMRs can also be calculated by cause of death, and the findings with regard to the 

Dutch are given in Table 11. The lower overall mortality of the Dutch compared with 

the Australian-born is strongly related to their significantly lower mortality from 

diseases of the circulatory system, especially cerebrovascular disease, diseases of the 

respiratory system and diseases of the digestive system. The Dutch also experience 

somewhat lower mortality from accidents, poisoning and violence compared with the 

Australian-born (SMRs of 92 for men and 89 for women in 1987-89). Among Dutch 

men, significantly higher mortality than for the Australian-born occurs only for 

malignant neoplasms of the respiratory system. Among Dutch women, the 1980-82 

data showed a significantly high mortality from malignant neoplasms of the breast 

and genitourinary system, but this is not repeated in the more recent 1987-89 or 1990-

92 data. Diabetes also appears to be a problem for Dutch women.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 11 Standardised mortality ratios of the Netherlands-born population in 
Australia by cause of death. 

 

Year and cause of death Men Women 

   
1970-72 Ischaemic heart disease 83* 62* 
1970-72 Cerebrovascular disease 69* 51* 
   
1980-82 Diseases of circulatory system 84* 74* 
1987-89 Diseases of circulatory system 91* 84* 
1992-94 Cardiovascular diseases 86* 80* 
   
1970-72 Bronchitis, emphysema, asthma 45* na 
1980-82 Diseases of respiratory system 78* 29* 
1987-89 Diseases of respiratory system 65* 49* 
   
1980-82 Diseases of digestive system 51* na 
1987-89 Diseases of digestive system 66* 47* 
   
1970-72 Cancer of digestive system 110 106 
1980-82 Cancer of digestive system 89 83 
1987-89 Cancer of digestive system 90 86 
   
1970-72 Cancer of lung 189* na 
1980-82 Cancer of respiratory system 121* na 
1987-89 Cancer of respiratory system 138* 70 
   
1970-72 Cancer of breast & genitourinary 100 126 
1980-82 Cancer of breast & genitourinary  115 130* 
1987-89 Cancer of breast 84  
   
1987-89 Cancers 110 81* 
1992-94 Cancers 108 93 
   
1987-89 Diabetes mellitus 55* na 
1992-94 Diabetes mellitus 77 148 
   
1970-72 Motor vehicle accidents 92 95 
1987-89 Motor vehicle traffic accidents 95 na 
   
1970-72 Suicide 73 na 
1987-89 Suicide 107 na 
   
1980-82 Accidents, poisoning & violence 86 85 
1987-89 Accidents, poisoning & violence 92 89 
   
1992-94 Injury and poisoning 91 88 
See notes to Table 10 regarding sources and significance tests.  

 



Data are also available from the ABS 1989-90 National Health Survey regarding risk-

taking behaviour and lifestyle factors for selected birthplace groups. One part of the 

survey asked women about their awareness of various women’s health issues. 

Compared with Australian-born women, Dutch women were generally as likely to 

have had a Pap test and a breast examination by a doctor, were more likely to have 

had a mammogram and a hysterectomy, but much less likely to be taking the 

contraceptive pill. From the main questionnaire, compared with the Australian-born 

population, Dutch men and women were less likely to have consulted a doctor during 

the previous two weeks, and while Dutch men were relatively less likely to have been 

admitted to hospital during the past 12 months, Dutch women were relatively more 

likely to have. Compared with the Australian-born, Dutch women appeared to have a 

greater use of sleeping pills, but both Dutch men and women had a lower use of pain 

relievers.  

 

Levels of exercise were high for both the Dutch and the Australian-born (especially in 

comparison with those from Southern Europe) and levels of obesity were even lower 

for the Dutch than for the Australian-born (again especially in comparison with those 

from Southern Europe). The level of alcohol risk for Dutch males was very low, 

while the level of alcohol consumption of Dutch women was similar to that for the 

Australian-born. While Dutch women had a level of smoking similar to that of 

Australian-born women, Dutch men were more likely to smoke than Australian-born 

men (an age-standardised rate of 107 compared with 98), and this is the main lifestyle 

factor where Dutch men were more at risk than the Australian-born. Their high levels 

of smoking would seem to be related to their high mortality from lung cancer.  

 



With regard to chronic illnesses, in comparison with the Australian-born, Dutch men 

and women were less likely to have any diseases of the respiratory system, and had 

similar levels of diseases of the musculoskeletal system. While Dutch men had a 

significantly lower incidence of diseases of the circulatory system, Dutch women had 

a level similar to that of Australian-born women.  

 

Suicide 

 

The most thorough statistical analysis of the level of suicide in Australia of the major 

immigrant groups is the study by Whitlock (1971). Although his data refer to 1965-

67, his investigation is worth reporting here, and ,in addition it reveals the experience 

of the Dutch in Australia during those important early years of settlement. He studied 

16 birthplace groups, and found that most of these, including the Netherlands-born, 

had higher suicide rates in Australia than in their source countries. In contrast, some, 

including Greece, Italy, Malta, Spain and the Netherlands, had lower suicide rates 

than the Australian-born population, while others had higher rates than the 

Australian-born, including those from Germany, Hungary, Poland, Yugoslavia and 

New Zealand.  

 

When the experience of the broad age groups 15-44 and 45-64 years is considered, 

again the Dutch had lower suicide rates than the Australian-born, and their rates at 

ages 15-44 years were again higher than those in the Netherlands, significantly so in 

the case of young adult males. At ages 45-64 years while Dutch women continued to 

have higher suicide rates in Australia than their counterparts in the Netherlands the 

opposite was true for the men. Numbers of suicides of Dutch immigrants were too 

small at ages 65 years and over for any valid comparison, but it is of interest that 



these older ages were the only ages where the suicide rates in the Netherlands were 

similar to those for the Australian-born. 

 

Table 12: Suicide rates and methods of suicide of the Dutch in Australia 

compared with the Australian-born and in the Netherlands. 1965-67 
 

Age in years Australian 

born 

Dutch in 

Australia 

Netherlands 

    
Suicide rates per 100,000 population 
    
15 or more Males 16.1 12.7 8.2 
15 or more Females 10.0 6.8 4.9 
15-44  Males 18.9 14.7 5.8 
15-44  Females 11.9 5.6 3.2 
45-64  Males 32.1 8.5 16.5 
45-64  Females 20.8 14.6 10.7 
65+  Males  38.5 na 30.3 
65+  Females 14.7 na 14.2 
    
Percentage distribution of methods used among males and females 
    
Poisoning by analgesic or 
soporific substances 

 
41.6 

 
46.6 

 
11.4 

Poisoning by other solid or 
liquid substances 

 
4.6 

 
0.0 

 
5.5 

Poisoning by gases in 
domestic use 

 
8.9 

 
13.3 

 
16.2 

Poisoning by other gases 
(mostly car exhaust) 

 
5.0 

 
0.0 

 
0.2 

Hanging or strangulation 7.8 10.0 36.8 
Drowning or submersion 4.2 6.6 18.9 
Firearms or explosives 22.3 16.6 1.3 
Cutting or piercing 1.3 0.0 1.3 
Jumping from high places 1.5 3.3 3.3 
Other 2.8 3.6 5.1 
SUM 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Source: Whitlock (1971). na = not available, numbers too small.  

 

Whitlock (1971) also carried out a comparison of the methods of suicide used, as 

shown in the second part of Table 12. His data show that the methods used by the 

Dutch in Australia were significantly different from those used in the Netherlands. In 

particular, the Dutch in Australia were much more likely to choose poisoning by 

analgesics and soporifics than the Dutch in the Netherlands (46.6 percent compared 



with 11.4 percent), more likely to use firearms or explosives (16.6 compared with 1.3 

percent), were as likely to use gases used for domestic use (13.3 compared with 16.2 

percent), but were less likely to use hanging or strangulation (10.0 compared with 

36.8 percent) or drowning or submersion (6.6 compared with 18.9 percent). Overall, 

the choice of methods of the Dutch in Australia was much closer to that of the 

Australian-born than to the Dutch in the Netherlands. Whitlock (1971) found a similar 

result for immigrants from England and Wales, Scotland and Germany, but a much 

closer adherence to the methods used in the countries of origin among other groups, 

especially those from Greece, Italy, Poland and the former Yugoslavia.  

 

Overall by the mid-1960s, the Dutch in Australia appear to have moved towards the 

experience and behaviour of the Australian-born with regard to their suicide rates and 

methods of suicide. The different experience of the Dutch in Australia compared with 

the Dutch in the Netherlands is particularly evident among young men aged 15-44 

years, who seem to have adopted the lifestyle and attitudes of other young men in 

Australia. A repeat of Whitlock’s study using recent data is beyond the scope of this 

chapter, but would be a very interesting future research topic.  

 

Conclusion 

 

From a demographic point of view, the Dutch in Australia are an immensely 

interesting and dynamic group. In the 1990s, the Netherlands-born and their 

Australian-born children represent the demographic evolution of a high level of 

immigration during a relatively brief period during the 1950s and early 1960s, a high 

rate of marriage outside the Dutch group, and a high level of fertility. 

 



Their demographic history is evident both with regard to aggregate numbers and in 

terms of the different experience of each age cohort. With regard to total numbers, the 

first stage of their history in Australia was the rapid rise in their population to a peak 

in number of Netherlands-born in Australia in 1961. The second stage occurred when 

the number of Netherlands-born residents declined and stabilised but while the second 

generation was increasing rapidly, accelerated by the high and increasing level of 

marriage of the Dutch outside their ethnic group. Moreover, within the second 

generation, the proportion with both parents Netherlands-born has decreased while 

the proportion of mixed parentage has increased. 

 

The age structure of the Netherlands population in Australia reflects this demographic 

evolution, showing the typical transition from a population of young adults and young 

families during the 1950s and 1960s, to an older population as the volume of 

immigration decreased and the existing immigrant population aged. The addition of 

the second generation Netherlands population to the first generation shows the 

rejuvenating effect of the children born in Australia. 

 

With regard to the experience of age cohorts, there is an even more dramatic effect of 

the demographic evolution of the first and second generation Netherlands group in 

Australia, and a remarkable difference between the older and younger cohorts. In 

particular, among the first and second generation Netherlands group in Australia in 

1991, those aged 40-44 years or older are almost entirely Netherlands-born with more 

than 10 years residence in Australia. In contrast almost all of those aged 25-29 years 

or younger are Australian-born, and most of these have only one parent who is 

Netherlands-born. The age groups 30-34 and 35-39 years have a more even 

distribution of the various components, and mark the transition between the two 



extremes. The demographic and social evolution of the Netherlands group is also 

evident from the observation that more than one-half of the Netherlands-born 

population aged 50-54 years or less is married to a non-Netherlands-born spouse.  

 

Other notable demographic characteristics of the Dutch population in Australia 

include its lower mortality than that of either the Australian-born or of the population 

in the Netherlands. The main exception with regard to specific causes of death is the 

relatively high mortality from lung cancer among Dutch men, and diabetes and the 

previously high mortality from breast cancer among Dutch women in Australia 

compared with the Australian-born population. Mortality is perhaps the only 

demographic characteristic where the Netherlands-born have had constant experience 

compared with the Australian population, that is, a continuing low level of mortality. 

In contrast, there has been a major change in the level of fertility of the Netherlands-

born during the past 40 years, from previously having considerably more children 

than the Australian-born, to a convergence to the Australian-born figure during the 

late 1980s, and now a lower level in the early 1990s. Meanwhile, the fertility of the 

second generation has remained close to the figure for total Australia. 
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