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It seems some stories I have 
written remain alive longer than 
others. Ada Cable-de Graaf, who 
lives in NSW, heard about my 
Sibajak story only a short time 
ago and sent me the following 
letter.

“I have only recently started 

buying the Dutch Courier after I 

met some Dutch ladies who were 

talking about it and, as you say, 

‘one thing leads to another’! I do 

not belong to any Dutch clubs or 

other groups but still read, write 

and sometimes speak Nederlands 

here and of course when I visit 

cousins in Holland. After all 

this time I still feel Dutch and 

am always interested in things 

connected with Nederland.

I enjoy your column and was quite 

excited to read you also came to 

Australia on the Sibajak!!! Which 

year was that, maybe we were 

on the same voyage? My parents 

with 4 children joined the ship in 

Rotterdam on 1.6.1954. I was the 

eldest, 12 years old at the time, and 

have a diary of the journey written 

by me although I can’t remember 

doing so. Th e language is quite 

formal and I wonder how I could 

have written like that then, or did 

I just rewrite my father’s notes 

in an Australian textbook later 

on? It was always said I wrote it. 

Our voyage had the 50,000th 

Dutch migrant on board, a 

news-clipping and photo of the 

newly married couple is glued on 

the page of my diary. We kept the 

lovely menu cards with Indonesian 

colour drawings, and information 

leafl ets about the ports of call; Port 

Said, Colombo, Perth/Fremantle, 

but not of Adelaide, Melbourne or 

Sydney, where we disembarked. 

It is a family treasure although 

I am disappointed now that it 

does not elaborate more about life 

on board. Photo attached of the 

Sibajak postcard is on the front 

of my diary and information 

booklet on the new future. 

I will be interested to read more 

when you fi nd out about the 

journeys in the book about the 

Sibajak, which I did not know 

existed. Is there a chance that you 

could email me the article you 

wrote about the Sibajak in 2010? ”

It took me a while to fi nd a copy 
of my article but once I did, I sent 
it to Ada. Th en I again delved 
into the beautiful Sibajak book 
and, because Ada had sent me 
the exact departure date of that 
voyage, I found her journey 
without any diffi  culty. (No, we 
were not on the same trip; I 
came to Australia in May 1950.) 
Carrying 949 passengers the 
Sibajak, on its 135th voyage, left 
Rotterdam at 1pm on the 1st of June 
1954 for its voyage to Australia. As 
Ada pointed out, what sets this 
voyage apart from the others is 
that on board was the 50,000th 
Dutch migrant to Australia; 
Maria Agnes (Ria) Scholte, a 
20 year old hairdresser from 
Amsterdam who was travelling 
to Melbourne to meet and marry 
her fi ancé Frank Zindler, who 
had left  the Netherlands a year 
earlier.  

Quoting from the book “At the 

departure of the 50,000th Dutch 

migrant, - a very important 

milestone in Dutch emigration 

- many offi  cial celebrations were 

held. Several Australian and Dutch 

emigration authorities took part in 

it, including Mr.Ir.B.W.Haverman, 

the Commissioner for emigration, 

who escorted Miss Scholte on 

board where she was welcomed 

and presented with a bouquet 

of fl owers by the Captain of the 

ship, F.J. de Jonge. During and 

after the voyage there were all 

kinds of offi  cial functions in her 

honour.In the smoking-salon 

of the ship, she was addressed 

by the ( Dutch) Minister of 

Social services, J.G. Stuurhof, 

the Australian Ambassador in 

the Hague A. Stirling and by 

Mr. A.W. Ruys, director of Loyd. 

Th e latter expressed his delight 

that the 50,000th emigrant, 

Miss. Scholte ,was travelling to 

her new home on a ship of the 

Koninklijke Rotterdamse Loyd 

and, on behalf of Management, 

he presented her with a beautiful 

and suitably inscribed silver 

platter to commemorate the 

auspicious occasion . Minister 

Suurhof honoured her with a 

beautiful photo book and also 

two, specifi cally created for the 

occasion, Delft blue wall plates 

which, upon arrival in Australia, 

Miss Scholte was asked to present 

to the Australian Minister of 

immigration”. (Phew, that took 
me a bit of time to translate from 
Dutch into English!)
 Once Ria arrived in Melbourne 
the daily newspapers also 
carried many pictures of her 
with headlines such as:
 “Maria Agnes - the 50,000th -

migrant Got a Wedding present.

Miss Maria Agnes Scholte, the 

50,000th migrant to come from 

Holland to Australia, last night 

received a pure Australian wool 

travelling rug from the Australian 

Government.” Th e rug was 
presented to her by the (then) 
Minister of Immigration, Mr 
Harold Holt! In another story 
“It’s just an old Dutch custom” 

the journalist writes about 
the forth-coming wedding 
and describes the diff erences 
between Dutch and Australian 
wedding customs. Every article 
was accompanied by a smiling 
Ria or one of the happy couple. 
From these accounts it seemed 

Ria and Frank were getting 
married in Melbourne, but Ada 
has a clipping which appears to 
have been from a Sydney paper 
which spells Frank’s name 
diff erently but made us think the 
wedding took place in Sydney. At 

that point Ada and I did not know 
where Frank and Ria settled. So, 
both Ada and I consulted our 
respective telephone directories. 
Th ere were no Zindlers in the 
Melbourne directory and at 
fi rst Ada was not successful in 
her search. Th en I received the 
following email from her:

Hello Anja,

You will be very pleased as I am that I 

have found the next link to the story!

You may have to alter the title 

and fi nal sentences to your 

column! (I have kept the title)
Just to be sure about not having 

found any trace of the name Zindler 

I checked the on-line white pages 

of the Sydney directory and there 

were 2 Zindlers. I rang both, one 

didn’t answer but the other one was 

Robert Zindler, Frank’s brother! 

He will be happy to supply more 

information and confi rmed what 

we found out so far.

Frank is in Holland at the present 

time and will turn 80 in May next 

year. Robert will join him and 

the family for the celebration.

Groetjes,

Ada

Th anks to Ada’s determination 
and ‘sleuth skills’ I now know a 
great deal more about ,sadly, the 
late Ria and her husband Frank 
but will keep the rest of the story 
for next month. It is known that 
Ria and Frank lived in Hope 
Street, Footscray and later at 
Fairbairn Avenue in Toorak. As 
I mentioned in the introduction; 
please contact me if you have any 

information about the couple.
PS. Just in case you think I am 
prying into people’s lives; I have 
received full cooperation from 
the parties involved.

ann@dutchcourier.com

Part one! 
Since I fi rst began to write this story I have received and discov-
ered more and more information about the 50.000th Dutch mi-
grant, Ria Scholte, so I have decided to split it up into two parts. 
Below is the fi rst part. Some of our readers may have known the 
people involved. If so, I would very much appreciate hearing from 
you. I could then include any new information with the next epi-
sode in March. 
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