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Murder In Java

It was with horror that I read in
"The Mercury” of the murder of
three Australian war crime investiga-
tion officers 35 miles from Batavia
Eﬂ'llndnnesiam. It i5 not five weeks

ce I was talking to Capt Mac-

Kenzie and Flt-Lt McDonald in Ba-
tavia., At that time these were the
only two Australian officers in Java,
and with a staff of only two other
ranks they were trying to run down
and collect evidence of war crimes
committed against the Australians
by the Japanese, who are still scat-
tered Iin various camps through-
oul Jova.
,Capt MacKenzie told me that al-
ready they had uncoversd 103 dif-
ferent war crimes perpetrated
against the Australians. He had
asked the authorities in Australia
for additional staff, and had even
flown to Australia early this year
to emphasise this need In Aus-
tralia he was met everywhere with
promises, bul when last I spoke
to him he was still waiting for their
fulfilment.

Theze officers collected their evi-
dence during the dayiime under con-
ditions fraught with difTficulty and
peril. Lack of staff made |l neces-
sary [or them to pass thelr eveninzgs
typing owl the result of a strenuous
day's work., The car used by these
Australian officers had “Australia’
painted on the bonnet, on the hood
and back of the car. There was
glso a map of Australia and a kan-
garoo on the bonnet. The inscrip-
tions were in white on a green back-
ground.

Let us also remember the murder
of an English brigadier in Java
within the past nine months, Let! us
add the murder of the three gallant
Australians to the long list of war
crimes which are cryving out for jus:
retribution.  Let us not forget that
al this very moment there is a large
Japanese-trained and equipped
army, in some cases believed to be
Japanese-olficered. belonginz 1o a
treacherous Japanese-inspired “'gov-
ernment” stlualed nearer (0 Austra-
lia than Brisbane is to Melhourre,
P BENSON WALKER

Hobart.
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