The impact of the Dutch East India Company (VOC) on the development of the Indian Ocean Region and
its Structure and influence on Western Australia.

Slide 1: Introduction
Slide 2: Research focus

How did the earth's peoples, cultures, economies, and polities become so closely interconnected? When
did our world become 'global' and what vital role did the VOC, Asia and Africa play in this new international
community?

Slide 3: Aims and Objectives
In this paper | explore:

1. The formation of the Dutch East India Company, its operations in the Indian Ocean Region; and
2. Itsimpact on pre and post British Western Australia (WA) until today.

Slide 4:

Silk Road
Background Trade in the IOR before Europeans — the silk Road

The Dutch East India Company, called the Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie or VOC in Dutch, was a
company whose main purpose was trade, exploration and colonization throughout the 17th and 18th
centuries. It was created in 1602 and lasted until 1800. It is considered to be one of the first and most
successful international corporations. At its height the Dutch East India Company established headquarters
in many different countries, had a monopoly over the spice trade and it had semi-governmental powers in
that it was able to begin wars, prosecute convicts, negotiate treaties and establish colonies. The
predecessor to European trade in the Indian Ocean Region was the Silk Road Trade Route. Established
during the Han Dynasty (206 BC — 220 AD). It extended 4,000 miles (6,437 kilometres) from Europe through
Egypt, Somalia, the Arabian Peninsula, Iran, Afghanistan, Central Asia, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India,
Bangladesh, Burma, Java Indonesia, Philippines and Vietnam into China.! The main traders during antiquity
were the Chinese, Persians, Romans, Armenians, Indians and Bactrians and Sogdians.? It was a sophisticated
system that also sported entrepét trading posts.2

In the medieval period from about 7th century Islamic, Arab traders became the most prominent
merchants on the Silk Road.? They shipped spices from India to the Persian Gulf, the Red Sea and eventually
on to overland trade routes that led to Europe. European traders bought gold from Africa and exchanged it

1 Extending 4,000 miles (6,437 kilometres), the Silk Road gets its name from the lucrative trade of Chinese silk which was carried out along its
length, and began during the Han Dynasty (206 BC — 220 AD). The Central Asian sections of the trade routes were expanded around 114 BC by
the Han dynasty, largely through the missions and explorations of Chinese imperial envoy Zhang Qian.2l They took great interest in the safety of
their products being traded and extended the Great Wall to ensure the protection of the trade route.

2 Sogdiana, at different times, included territories around Samarkand, Bukhara, Khujand, Panjikent and Shahrisabz in modern Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

3 Toillustrate, the reluctance of ships to travel the entire length of a long trading route made them more willing to sell to an entrepét instead.
The entrepot then sells the goods at a higher price to ships travelling the other segment of the route. In modern times customs areas have
largely made such entrepo6ts obsolete.

4 Trade on the Silk Road was a significant factor in the development of the civilizations of China, the Indian subcontinent, Persia, Europe and
Arabia. It opened long-distance, political and economic interactions between the civilizations.3! Though silk was certainly the major trade item
from China, many other goods were traded, and various technologies, religions and philosophies, as well as the bubonic plague (the "Black
Death"), also traveled along the Silk Routes. In addition to economic trade, the Silk Road served as ways of carrying out cultural trade between
the networking civilizations.
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for spices and silk in Asia. Though silk was certainly the major trade item from China, many other goods
were traded, and various technologies, religions and philosophies, as well as the bubonic plague (the "Black
Death").

The Portuguese

The growth of the Ottoman Empire disrupted overland trade routes to Europe. Vasco da Gama was
commissioned by the Portuguese king to find a maritime route to the East. After decades of sailors trying to
reach India with thousands of lives and dozens of vessels lost in shipwrecks and attacks, Gama landed in
Calicut on 20 May 1498. His success in doing so proved to be one of the more instrumental moments in the
history of navigation.® The motives of the Portuguese were essentially commercial to supplant the
preexisting network of Arab seaborne trade.

During the 16th century, the spice trade was extremely lucrative, but the Portuguese Empire had a
stranglehold on the source of the spices, Indonesia. For a time, the merchants of the Netherlands were
content to accept this and buy all of their spice in Lisbon, Portugal, as they could still make a decent profit
by reselling it throughout Europe. However, in the 1590s Spain, which was at war with the Netherlands,
was in a dynastic union with Portugal, thus making continued trade practically impossible.

Slide 5: The Dutch VOC

It was an intolerable situation that the Dutch could have circumvented had the sailing directions to
Indonesia not been jealously guarded by the Portuguese. The situation was relieved in 1592 when
cartographer Petrus Plancius published a series of charts showing, in exact detail, the route to the Indies.
The first Dutch voyages to Asia followed.

The VOC was born in 1602 from a fusion of six small companies. Directly after the eerste schipvaart (first
fleet) of 1595-1597, which had been organized by the Compagnie van Verre of Amsterdam, had
demonstrated the possibilities of Asian trade, companies were set up in Amsterdam, Rotterdam and in
Zeeland.(3) Although these companies only accumulated capital for one expedition at a time, there was
continuity in its board of directors. The merchants in charge or bewindhebbers (directors) who sponsored
successive expeditions together with investors and shareholders got back the capital they had subscribed,
and a share in the profit. However, the fierce competition that typified these companies put pressure on
profit margins. Over time the dwindling returns threatened to frighten off investors and to endanger the
future of the trade with Asia.®

5 Treaty of Tordesillas, (June 7, 1494), agreement between Spain and Portugal aimed at settling conflicts over lands newly discovered or
explored by Christopher Columbus and other late 15th-century voyagers. In 1493, after reports of Columbus’s discoveries had reached them,
the Spanish rulers Ferdinand and Isabella enlisted papal support for their claims to the New World to inhibit the Portuguese and other possible
rival claimants. To accommodate them, the Spanish-born pope Alexander VI issued bulls setting up a line of demarcation from pole to pole 100
leagues (about 320 miles) west of the Cape Verde Islands. Spain was given exclusive rights to all newly discovered and undiscovered lands in the
region west of the line. Portuguese expeditions were to keep to the east of the line. Neither power was to occupy any territory already in the
hands of a Christian ruler.

6 The VOC, was founded in 1602 as a joint stock company. The company existed for 200 years and brought great wealth to the Netherlands. The
Dutch traded for coveted luxuries such as Asian tea, coffee, sugar, rice, rubber, tobacco, silk, decorated textiles, gold, copper & tin, textiles,
porcelain, and spices such as cinnamon, pepper, nutmeg, cloves, opium, elephants and exotic plants for medicinal purposes and gardens (Leiden
Hortus Botanicus). The company was able to build forts in the colonies, maintain an army and navy, and sign treaties with native rulers. The
company is now considered the first multinational corporation, which is a company that conducts business in more than one country.

Trading posts of the VOC

http://www.tanap.net/content/voc/organization/organization_intro.htm

The Dutch East India Company (Dutch: Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie, VOC, "United East India Company") was a chartered company (A
chartered company is an association formed by investors or shareholders for the purpose of trade, exploration and colonisation) established in
1602, when the States General of the Netherlands granted it a 21-year monopoly to carry out colonial activities in Asia. It is often considered to
have been the first multinational corporation in the world 2 and it was the first company to issue stock.?! It was also arguably the first
megacorporation, possessing quasi-governmental powers, including the ability to wage war, imprison and execute convicts, negotiate treaties,
coin money, and establish colonies. (a massive conglomerate, holding monopolistic or near-monopolistic control over multiple markets (thus
exhibiting both a horizontal and a vertical monopoly). Mega corps are so powerful that they can ignore the law, possess their own heavily armed
(often military-sized) private armies, hold 'sovereign' territory, and possibly even act as outright governments. They often exercise a large
degree of control over their employees, taking the idea of 'corporate culture' to an extreme.
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"United East Indian Company") was a chartered company established in 1602, when the States-
General of the Netherlands granted it a 21-year monopoly to carry out colonial activities in Asia. It
was the first multinational corporation in the world and the first company to issue stock.!” It was also
arguably the world's first megacorporation, possessing quasi-governmental powers, including the
ability to wage war, imprison and execute convicts,?! negotiate treaties, coin money, and establish
colonies.!

The eventual unification into one company did not happen spontaneously but was enforced by the
government. The Dutch Republic was at war with the king of Spain and Portugal. The existing companies,
now mainly referred to as the voorcompagnieén (pre-companies), were unable to play any role in the
conflict against Spain and Portugal.” One united Company could be a powerful military and economic
weapon in the struggle. The States of Holland under the guidance of Johan van Oldenbarneveldt and, in
their footsteps, the States General paved the way for a fusion.

On 20th March 1602 the States General granted the charter by which the Generale Vereenichde
Geoctroyeerde Compagnie (General United Chartered Company) was created (4). The charter (octrooi) was
valid for 21 years. Rivalry was now out of the question: the charter laid down that nobody except the VOC
could send ships from The Netherlands to or conduct trade in the area east of the Cape of Good Hope and
west of the Straits of Magellan. This area was called the octrooigebied (trade zone).

Under the charter the voorcompagnieén became departments or kamers (chambers) in the united
Company. There were six of them: Amsterdam, Zeeland (Middelburg), Delft, Rotterdam, Hoorn and
Enkhuizen. The seventy-six directors who had headed the voorcompagnieén now formed a ‘real board’, a
managerial group with its own aims, distinct from those of the shareholders.

Directors became board members of the chambers as a matter of course. A general board, which was to be
put in charge of the general management and was to consist of representatives of the directors of the
chambers, was placed above the chambers.

The consensus that was reached over the proportional relationships between the chambers, settled for
seventeen members. In it Amsterdam would be represented by eight directors, Zeeland by four and the
smaller chambers would have one each, while the seventeenth member would be appointed in turn by one
of the chambers other than Amsterdam.®

Slide 6: Map showing European trading posts in Asia

Directorship was for life. Shareholders had no influence at all on the appointment of new directors.
Directors were supposed to have shares in the VOC set at a fixed minimum amount: fl. 6,000 (in the
chambers of Hoorn and Enkhuizen fl. 3,000).°

The charter fixed the number of directors at sixty: twenty in the Amsterdam Chamber, twelve in that of
Zeeland and seven in each of the smaller chambers. It also fixed the way that capital could be acquired. The

71n 1568 the Netherlands, led by William | of Orange, revolted against Philip Il because of high taxes, persecution of Protestants by the
government, and Philip's efforts to modernize and centralize the devolved-medieval government structures of the provinces.Bl This was the

start of the Eighty Years' War.

8 Agreement then had to be reached about the share of the chambers in the joint shipping and trade to Asia. The Amsterdam Chamber was
apportioned half of all operations, Zeeland a quarter and each of the four remaining smaller chambers were allocated one-sixteenth each. The
Zeelanders were reassured by this system of distribution which was laid down in the charter; they had feared that, should the capital deposited by
the chambers have been taken as the basis for the share in the management of the business, Amsterdam would have won more than half.

° This money format was plagiarized|[citation needed] in other countries and the word florin is used, for example, in relation to the Dutch guilder
(abbreviated to Fl).
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incomes of the directors was also fixed by it at one per cent of the expenditure on the outfitting or
equipages and at one per cent of the profits from the sale of the retourgoederen (return wares). 1

Multinational — Stocks and Shares — share trading

Two criteria acquired the Dutch East India Company (VOC) the nomenclature - multinational, or world’s first
mega-corporation:

(1) it issued shares:

While trade exchanges were common in medieval Europe, these were typically for currency, commodities
and bonds — not shares. In fact, by 1669, its shares were bringing a 40% return.! However, buyers of VOC
shares could not cash them in, only sell them on — and so share trading was born.

Many investors were employees, including humble carpenters and bakers. In the early days they were paid
their dividends partly in cash and partly in spices — pepper, mace, or nutmeg. Expensive items are often still
referred to as being pepperduur (as costly as pepper).'?; and

(2) it operated in more than one country.
Slide 7: The VOC’s Trading posts in Asia
Between 1602- 1796, it sent some 4,785 ships to various ports throughout Asia (Lost ships 6537?).

The English and the French set up their own East India Companies in 1600 and 1664 respectively. However,
whereas English merchants concentrated on India and built trading posts at Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta,
the Dutch operated more broadly from Cape Town, Colombo, and Batavia (modern Jakarta on the island of
Java). English and Dutch merchants enjoyed two main advantages over their Portuguese predecessors.
They sailed faster, cheaper, and more powerful ships, which offered both an economic and a military edge
over their competitors. Furthermore, —the joint-stock company through which they conducted trade
enabled investors to realize handsome profits while limiting the risk to their investments.

The octrooi (charter) gave the VOC not only monopoly over Asian trade in its name in the octrooigebied
(trade zone between South Africa and Japan it also gave them quasi-governmental powers to erect
fortifications, employ soldiers; conclude treaties with Asian rulers; keep a standing army, and appoint
Governors and judges.

However, the period is dominated by aggression - conflict, conquest and colonialism e.g. Banda
The first fleets sent out by the VOC after 1602 were much more heavily armed than the ships of the

voorcompagnieén had been to particularly inflict maximum damage on the Portuguese. Even so by 1609
the Directors were emulating the Portuguese centralized power structure by placing the supreme

10 Directors were of course themselves important investors and, as such, their position and interests did not differ from those of the other
shareholders. But as managers they strove to increase the turnover, and for continuity and consolidation, rather than for any short-term profit,
which would give the investors a quick return on their investment. In this the directors enjoyed the protection of the charter. Only after ten
years, thus after the expiry of the first decennial capital account, were they required to open the books and to account to the shareholders.

11 |bid, p.41.

12 Traditionally, all partners were subject to unlimited liability of the company’s obligations. However, the VOC differed in that it was the
company that was liable and not its partners. Instead, the liability of the partners was limited to the amount they agreed to pay for shares. In
this way the shift from unlimited to limited liability further reduced the risk to the non-managing partners. In fact, the role of VOC participants
would now be called investors. Moreover, the shares they were issued became tradable at the Amsterdam stock exchange, which was probably
the first of its kind in the world.



command in Asia in the hands of a Governor-General, with the assistance of the Raad van Indié (Council of
the Indies).®®

Slide 8: Batavia established in 1619 by Jan Pietersz. Coen on site of Jakatra.

Like their Portuguese predecessors, English and Dutch merchants-built trading posts on Asian coasts and
sought to channel trade through them, but they did not attempt to control shipping on the high seas. In this
way they impacted on both the people and the built environment of the Indian Ocean region. The founding
of Batavia in 1619 on the site of the Javanese harbour town of Jakatra was the next logical step. It became
the seat of the Governor-General and Council, administrative centre and rendezvous for the Company's
shipping traffic.

Slide 8, 9, 10 & 11: Cape Town, Batavia, Bengal & Ceylon

European trading communities sprang up all over Asia alongside those of the Chinese, the Javanese, Tamils,
Gujaratis, Armenians and others. Adapting quickly, the Europeans learned the commercial lingua franca of
the area and mastered the rules of the local market. They entered into (temporary) relations with local
women, and many trading posts were soon peppered with their offspring. Most of these children remained
in the country of their birth and were subsumed into the local community or else entered the service of the
European merchants and companies. The Dutch East India Company (VOC) made good use of such people,
born and brought up locally, they could speak the language of their birth country and understood the
conventions. As such they proved excellent middlemen for the Europeans. For the same reason, these
Eurasians were also extremely useful to the Asian rulers (Bosma and Rabin 2008:9).

The VOC enjoyed huge profits from its spice monopoly through most of the 1600s. Cape Town and the Cape
Colony played an important role. Established by Jan Reebeck in 1652 it produced the fresh supplies needed
to cross the Indian Ocean to the Spice Islands. However, before long it also sported a hospital for mariners
who had taken ill on VOC journeys. Here they could recoup until well enough to continue onwards. Cape
Town also built a garrison for soldiers. It provided many VOC ships who had lost mariners and soldiers en-
route with the top-ups required to complete the journey.'

The operations of the VOC were not just confined to the transport of Asian products to the European
markets. In Asia or Indi€, as the whole trading area of the Company was known at that time, the VOC
managed to accumulate the capital to build up a trade network between the various establishments. This
intra-Asian trade provided a rich source of income for the Company during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries

Slide Hortus Botanicus

13 The large establishments, where the VOC exercised a territorial authority, were under the authority of a gouverneur (governor). About 1685
these were Ambon, Banda, the Moluccas (Ternate), Coromandel, Ceylon and Malacca; A directeur (director, a title which, in the Company
parlance, was associated with trade) headed the Cape of Good Hope, the north coast of Java and Makassar. Bengal, Surat and Persia were
headed by a Malabar and on the west coast of Sumatra (Padang) a commandeur (commander). Cheribon, Banjarmasin and Palembang a
resident, and Japan and Timor an opperhoofd (head of establishment).

141n 1795, the Cape was occupied by the British when the Netherlands were occupied by revolutionary France, so that the French
revolutionaries could not take possession of the Cape with its important strategic location. An improving situation in the Netherlands (the Peace
of Amiens) allowed the British to hand back the colony to the Batavian Republic in 1803, but by 1806 resurgent French control in the
Netherlands led to another British occupation to prevent Napoleon using the Cape. The Cape Colony subsequently remained in the British
Empire, becoming self-governing in 1872, and united with three other colonies to form the Union of South Africa in 1910.
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The VOC eclipsed all of its rivals in the Asia trade. Between 1602 and 1796 their ships carried almost a
million Europeans to work in Asian trade. Their efforts netted more than 2.5 million tons of Asian trade
goods. By contrast, the rest of Europe combined sent only 882,412 people from 1500 to 1795, and the fleet
of the English (later British) East India Company, the VOC's nearest competitor, was a distant second to its
total traffic with 2,690 ships and a mere one-fifth the tonnage of goods carried by the VOC.

The total figures for the two centuries of the Company's operations, for trade turnover, shipping and
personnel, are impressive. Despite the dwindling returns, the business was on a much larger scale in the
eighteenth century than it had been in the seventeenth. For instance, in total the VOC fitted out some
4,700 ships, nearly 1,700 in the seventeenth century and a good 3,000 in the eighteenth. Between 1602
and 1700, 317,000 people sailed from Europe on these ships, while between 1700 and 1795 this total
reached 655,000. Trade figures confirm the growth of the business after 1700. The expenditure on
equipage, that is to say shipbuilding and outfitting as well as the money and goods that were sent to Asia,
reached the sum of fl. 370 million between 1640 and 1700, and fl. 1,608 million in the years 1700-1795. In
these periods the purchase prices of the return goods shipped home from Asia reached fl. 205 and fl. 667
million respectively; the sales prices of these return wares were fl. 577 million in the first period and fl.
1,633 in the second (2).

Demise of the VOC

The Dutch East India Company remained an important trading concern for almost two centuries,
paying an 18% annual dividend for almost 200 years. In its declining years in the late 18th Century, it
was referred to as Vergaan Onder Corruptie (referring to the acronym VOC) which translates as
'Perished By Corruption'. The VOC became bankrupt and was formally dissolved in 1800," its
possessions and the debt being taken over by the government of the Dutch Batavian Republic. The
VOC's territories became the Dutch East Indies and were expanded over the course of the 19th
century to include the whole of the Indonesian archipelago, and in the 20th century would form
Indonesia.

The VOC endured a long, drawn-out death. As a consequence of the outbreak of the war with England in
December 1780, the Company was engulfed by such colossal financial problems that the chambers in
Holland had to request suspension of payment. Company could no longer go ahead under its own steam. It
was only thanks to the government, who guaranteed repayments and the payment of interest on any
financial obligations that the VOC would undertake, that the directors were able to keep the Company
afloat, which they did until 1800.

The French occupation of NL

A pro-French Batavian Republic was established in 1795—-1806, which became a French satellite state, the
Kingdom of Holland (1806—1810), and later simply a French imperial province. The Batavian Republic
(Dutch: Bataafse Republiek; French: République Batave), was the successor of the Republic of the United
Netherlands. It was proclaimed on 19 January 1795, and ended on 5 June 1806, with the accession of Louis |
to the throne of Holland until 1810. On March 16, 1815, United Kingdom of the Netherlands was
proclaimed. When Napoleon occupied the Netherlands in 1795 the British seized Malacca and Java. In 1811
Java passed into British hands under Raffles and was returned to NL in 1813

The Dutch East Indies (or Netherlands East Indies; Dutch: Nederlands-Oost-Indié; Indonesian: Hindia
Belanda) was a Dutch colony that became modern Indonesia following World War Il. It was formed from
the nationalised colonies of the Dutch East India Company, which came under the administration of the
Dutch government in 1800.
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By 1750 all parts of the world except Australia participated in global networks of commercial relations in
which European merchant mariners played prominent roles. What then of the VOC’s connection to
Australia.

VOC links with Western Australia

Pre-Settlement

Slide 6: Brouwer’s Route 1617

Hartog 1616- 2016 — the plate

Post Settlement

NEI Colony was formed in 1819?

The arrival of the VOC in WA was a consequence of Brouwer’s new route. Conceptualized in 1611 and
instituted in 1617 it directed ships that left Cape Town for the East Indies to utilise the “Roaring Forties
Trade Winds”.

The advantage of the change in direction was a shorter cooler journey and therefore less ilness, fewer
deaths and food remained unspoiled longer. A disadvantage was ships either encountering or coming to
grief on the coast of Western Australia. The first being Dirk Hartog in the Eendracht in 1616. Famous ships
wrecks are the Batavia (1629), Gilt Dragon (1656), Zuytdorp (1712) and Zeewijk (1727). Perhaps we may
still find the wrecks of the Zeelt (1672), Ridderschap van Holland (1694), the Fortuyn (1724) and the
Aaagtekerke (1726).

Names around the coast Rottnest, Leeuwin, Geelvink Channel, Houtman’s, Leeman, new Holland,
Monuments

Shipwrecks

Amazing life stories of survivors who got to Batavia by longboat Abraham Leeman, Pelsaert, Batavia
First European structures, justice court on Beacon island

Post Settlement

Possible cohabitation and links to South Africa, Jakarta, Pennsylvania, EU
WA Museum artefacts

Skeletal remains — Batavia story

VOC archives — South Africa, India, Indonesia, NL, Pennsylvania

. Post settlement

In 1829 Stirling chartered the Parmelia to bring food supplies from Java.
1850 Chinsurah — John Bruce, Menno Lennert

Trade with Captain Stirling

WWII Allies

Evacuees — The Cloisters/Fairbridge

Migrants

Indos



Unrelated — cultural diplomacy — VOC archives
Gazette and newspaper info

Slide 7: Hartog's Plate and Map
Slide 8: Table of marooned mariners

Estimates suggest a possible 200 people were marooned permanently on the WA coast from the Batavia,
Gilt Dragon and Zuytdorp shipwrecks and the crews and landing parties on long boats sent to find them
who were abandoned on shore when the weather turned stormy (See table one).?®

Vergulde Draak (Draeck) (Gilt Dragon) (1656/04/28)

Off Ledge Point

The Vergulde Draeck (Gilt Dragon) sailed from Texel bound for Batavia (Jakarta), under Pieter Albertsz
carrying trade goods and eight chests of silver to the value of 78,6000 guilders. On 28 April 1656 the Gilt
Dragon was wrecked just south of Ledge Point. 75 of the 193 made it to shore. A small boat was sent with
the Under steersman and 7 others to Batavia (now Jakarta) arriving 40 days later. There they reported that
as they sailed away, they saw the other survivors trying to refloat a larger boat that had capsized in the surf
while landing. Two vessels were sent south in search but failed in difficult conditions to sight either the
wreckage or the survivors. Eleven men and a boat were also lost during the search. In January 1658 two
other ships were sent out in search but also proved unsuccessful. In searching for survivors, the yacht
Goede Hoop and the Waeckende Boey lost boats and 10 men. A boat commanded by Abraham Leeman
also disappeared, but it successfully returned to Batavia, arriving nearly six months after having been given
up as lost. The wreck, the first of the Dutch and English East India ships found on the Western Australian
coast, was discovered by five spear-fishermen (John Cowen; Jim, Alan and Graeme Henderson; and Alan
Robinson) in April 1963. After a period in which both it and the Batavia, (which was found later in the same
year) were heavily looted shipwreck legislation was enacted, vesting the sites in the Western Australian
Museum. Subsequently the remains were excavated by Jeremy Green and a report was published.
Materials from the wreck are on exhibition.

Aboriginal oral history has it that the fortunate ones cohabited with the local Aboriginal people. Evidence
compelling enough to fire the imagination but not to fix as fact links the fate of those marooned when the
Gilt Dragon sank near Lancelin to the Noongar (Yuat, Wadjuk and Belardang) people; and survivors of the
Zuytdorp to the Nanda, Malgana and Wadjarri peoples. It is possible but less probable that those from the
Batavia, Sardam and Goede Hoop may also have ended their lives with indigenous Australians.2® This is
supported by Nanda oral history which also claims one or more of the many castaways fathered children

with Aboriginal mothers. yvOC ships stopped visiting WA shores when the world’s first multinational
company collapsed in 1796.

Several reports over many years attest to some Aborigines in the region having fair skin and European facial
features. Two diseases Porphyria varigata and Ellis van Creveld, which has a high incidence among Western
Australian Aborigines and also the Old Order Amish are associated with the possible cohabitation. Both
these syndromes are the result of ‘founder effect’ in their respective communities: the Mennonites of
Lancaster County, and the Dutch in South Africa. The connection here is that particular portion of the 18"
century Dutch population from which the crew of the Zuytdorp, Batavia and Gilt Dragon were recruited
came from groups that spawned the Annabaptists, Mennonites or Old Order Amish.

15 Gerritsen notes that official documents record 73 individuals from these ships as last seen alive on the shores of the coast of Western Australia
between 1629 and 1656.1> And a further 25, between 1629 and 1727, who disappeared near the shore or near the coast from landing parties sent to
rescue them. The table of shipwrecked and marooned survivors shows some were rescued, many were not.

16 http://www.nederland-australie2006.nl/geschiedenis/nl/html/ontdekkingsreizigers_scheepsreizen.html



The Marooned
Batavia & Sardam 1629

The first to be marooned were the two recalcitrants - Wouter Loos and Jan Pelgrom de By van Bemel from
the Batavia, (which ran onto Morning Reef in the Wallabi Group of the Abrolhos Islands on 4 June 1629).
Punishment for their part in the mutiny and murders was abandonment on the WA shore. The location
remains a mystery that continues to fuel debate between Phil Playford and Rupert Gerritsen.

7.Slide Hutt River or Witticarra Creek
8.Slide Playford’s Map

Playford claims they were abandoned at Witticarra Creek.

Gerritson, at Broken Anchor Bay - a shallow inlet at the mouth of the Hutt River (450 kilometres north of
present-day Perth).

Pelsaert notes in his journal that it was the bay he had called at with the long boat while in search of water
for shipwreck survivors before heading to Batavia.’'’

The Sardam also lost 5 sailors that day sent to retrieve a barrel of vinegar floating toward one of the other
islands — (a vital ingredient for fighting iliness). None were ever seen again. Thus 7 were left behind.

Vergulde Draak 1656
The next ship to go down was the Vergulde Draak in the early hours of 28 April 1656 when it struck a reef
five kilometres off the coast, south of what is now known as Ledge Point, 100 kilometres north of Perth. Of
the 193 people on board 75, including the Skipper, Pieter Albertszoon, made it to shore. Nothing was saved
from the wreck. Survivors subsisted on the few provisions thrown onto the beach by the waves. The Under-
Steersman and six sailors were sent to Batavia for help (a distance in excess of 2,500 kilometres) in a long
boat. They arrived there on 7 June.!® The Governor-General, immediately dispatched the Witte Valk and
Goede Hoop to rescue the 68 left behind who were ‘about to go inland where they very much hoped to find
provisions and drinking water’.?® A mast and campsite found by kangaroo shooters in 1890 are associated
with survivors of the Vergulde Draak.?®

Witte Valk, Goede Hoop (1656)

Of the two ships dispatched to rescue survivors, The Witte Valk returned without landing a shore party
because of the wild winter weather.?! The Goede Hoop’s shore party proceeded inland for ‘several mijlen’
at the relevant latitude but did not locate survivors. Instead they lost another three sailors in the dense
wattle of the coastal plain.?2 And the next day, they also lost the crew of eight sent to look for the lost
sailors when their longboat boat overturned close to the shore, and was dashed to pieces on the beach.””

7 pelsaert, 1629, p. 237.

18 ‘Resolution of the Council for the Indies, 7 June 1656. Algemeen Rijksarchief, Kolonial Archief VOC (ARKA-VOC) 577, in J Green, The loss of the
Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie jacht ‘Vergulde Draeck’, Western Australia 1656, 2 vols, British Archaeological Reports. BAR Supplementary
Series 36(i), Oxford, 1977, vol.1, p. 48.

19 ‘| etter from Governor-General and Council to the Council (Chamber of Amsterdam) of the VOC, 4 December 1656. ARKA-VOC 1214 fol. 84r’, in
J Henderson, Marooned, St George Books, Perth, 1985, p. 54.

20 WAD Researchers speculate that some of the 118 left on the Vergulde Draak possibly made it ashore clinging to wreckage, swimming or
floating. But that currents would have carried them to other parts of the coast, away from where the main body of survivors had assembled.

21 ‘) etter .... 4 December 1656, in Henderson, 1985, p. 54.

22 ‘Report by Governor-General to Heeren XVII, 4 December 1656 (Letters and papers sent over in 1657). ARKA-VOC 1104.

2 ‘Report from Governor-General to Council of the VOC, 28 November 1656. ARKA-VOC 1104 fol. 3-4’, in Green, 1977, vol. 1. p. 50; ‘Sailing
Orders for ‘Emeloordt’ and ‘Waeckende Boey’ 31 December 1657, in Henderson, 1985, p. 62.
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The Worsening weather forced the Goede Hoop to sail away, leaving the now 11 sailors to their fate and
without having found the original 68. Thus, there were now 79 left in WA from the Gilt Dragon disaster.

Waeckende Bouy (1658)

Two years later in 1658, the Waeckende Boey under Captain Volkersen was dispatched to search yet again
for the 79 missing on the WA coast. On 26 February he sent ashore a party lead under Upper-Steersman
Abraham Leeman. They found ‘a number of pieces of planking placed in a circle with their ends upwards,
about 26 kilometres south of the latitude where the wreck of the Vergulde Draak was found in 1963.2*

On 21 March they found another structure, this time on the beach in the locality of the wreck site.
This too comprised planks 8 to 9 feet long [2.4-2.7m] and a foot wide [30cm], that had also been stuck in
beach sand with 12 to 13 struts made from similar planking.? Researchers speculate that the first planking
circle was erected by the abandoned sailors from the Goede Hoop, using the wreckage of their boat. The
second, given its proximity to the wreck, by those stranded from the Vergulde Draak. The Goede Hoop was
forced to abandon this search party. Leeman and his crew made for Batavia in a long boat — 4/14 survived.

Zuytdorp 1712

No further boats were reported lost until 1712, (thus 54 yrs Later), when the Zuytdorp ran into cliffs near
the Murchison River a few weeks after leaving the Cape of Good Hope on 22 April 1712. The cliffs are highly
visible for a considerable distance out to sea during daytime so this must have occurred at night.

Philip Playford’s estimate is that there were at least 200 to 250 people on board. However, until
very recently, we could only say with certainty that 156 were on board.?In 2009, | came across a journal,
among the ‘Heeren Resoluties van de Caap 1712’, in the Nationaal Archief, that noted how the Zuytdorp
had waited at the Cape for its 22 sick to return to health and had then also replaced most of the 112, who
had died before reaching the Cape, with soldiers from the garrison. This suggest around 290/300 were on
board when it left the Cape

Playford (1972), also estimates that between 30 to 180 survived the sinking of the Zuytdorp.?’ His
estimate is based on the numbers known to have survived the Batavia and Vergulde Draak shipwrecks.
Around 87% of the Batavia managed to survive the initial disaster, even though they were wrecked in the
middle of the night, in storms and hundreds of metres from the shore. Nearly 50 per cent of those on the
Vergulde Draak also made it to shore. It is presumed that a similar percentage of the Zuytdorp contingent
also made it ashore.?®

Zeewijk
The next ship to founder on the WA coast was the Zeewijk. It went down on Half-Moon Reef in the
Pelsaert Group of the Abrolhos Islands on 9 June 1727. Over half the ship’s complement perished. The
survivors found refuge on nearby Gun Island. A month later they sent 12 sailors and upper-steersman to
Batavia for help in their longboat. Nothing further was ever heard of them. After waiting for months, the
remaining 88, built a new vessel from the remnants of the Zeewijk, of whom 82 made it to Batavia alive.?®

2 See R Gerritsen, and their ghosts may be heard, Fremantle Arts Centre Press, South Fremantle 1994, pp. 42-3, 291 for discussion on the
location of this and the second structure; Day Register by Samuel Volkersen of Waeckende Boey — 26 February 1658’, in Henderson, 1985, p.
96.

2 ‘Journal or daily register of Abraham Leeman’, 21 March 1658, Battye Library MS PR 3756/1.

26 PE Playford, ‘Wreck of the Zuytdorp on the Western Australian coast in 1712’, Journal and Proceedings of the Western Australian Historical
Society vol. 5(5), 1959, p. 36; PE Playford, Carpet of silver: the wreck of the Zuytdorp, University of Western Australia Press, Nedlands, 1996, pp.
61, 200.

27 Gerritsen, 1994, pp. 37-8 (40-180 survivors); Playford, 1996, pp. 203 (30 survivors).

28 Gerritsen 2009, forthcoming

2 |etter of Governor General Council 31 October 1728 cited in Henderson Unfinished Voyages (1980 edition) p.47; Edwards 1971:86-168;
Ingelman-Sundberg 1978:7-10; Gerritsen 1994a:38-9.
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The fact that a large number of shipwrecked victims were still alive nearly a year after being marooned
increases the possible of that cohabitation took place. Also, another 12 may well have ended up on the
mainland from the Zeewijk longboat.

Slide 11: Aboriginal map of country

Slide 12: VOC Books

Slide 13: VOC Correspondence

Slide 14: Map of WA not separated from Malaysia

Post Settlement (1829) Indicators)

From the beginning of “British settlement” in 1829, reports about shipwreck survivors started to appear.
On July 5, 1834, the Perth Gazette carried a report that two Aboriginal men, Tonguin and Weewat, had
heard of a wreck around 30 day’s journey, or about 400 miles, to the north. According to the two Aboriginal
men, there was ‘white money’ on the wreck®®. The following Saturday the Gazette published another
version of the same story. In this rendition, the wreck, or ‘broke boat’, as the Aborigines said, also had
survivors.3!

Some months before, other Aborigines from the north had brought some British coins into Perth,
claiming that they had received them from indigenous groups to the north.?? Investigations of these stories
were later conducted by a Swan River Aboriginal man named Weeip and by a party on the ship Monkey, but
with no confirmation. It was subsequently determined that the event had actually taken place at least a
century earlier® and that the historical chronology had been compressed within the indigenous oral
traditions, a common feature of oral transmission.3*

While these events and speculations were playing out, other stories also began to circulate. In July
1834 some Aborigines reported that they had contact with a party of whites living around 40-50 miles
inland of the Swan River.2> No more was heard of this group, but in September that year the Perth Gazette
re-published a British newspaper report in the Leeds Mercury, of a secret expedition that had revealed an
unknown white colony living on the northern shore of New Holland, as Australia was known at the time.
These people were said to be of Dutch extraction and to have been the descendants of VOC mariners
shipwrecked some generations before. 3¢ Others say they came from the Concordia that was lost in 1696.

Over the following decades, these incidents, mixed up with tales of mysterious settler parties and a lost
white tribe resident in central Australia, flowed into folklore, eventually developing into a legend complex
in which one or probably more, survivors of Dutch shipwrecks settled on the western coast of the
continent, intermarried with local Aboriginal groups, and so effectively peopled Australia with Europeans
possibly several centuries before the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788.% In later years there would be echoes
of these traditions in accounts of a tribe of fair, tall, blonde and blue-eyed Aborigines living to the north of
the Swan River. 3

In 1839 Lt. George Grey and members of an expedition, following a series of mishaps at Shark Bay and
Murchison River, while struggling back to Perth on foot, on 4 April when they were just north of Hutt River,

30 perth Gazette July 5, 1834, p. 314

31 perth Gazette July 12, 1834, p. 318

32 perth Gazette July 19, 1834, pp. 322-333

33 Thought to be the wreck of the VOC ship Zuytdorp in 1712, though the wreck of the VOC Vergulde Draeck off Ledge Point in 1656 also left
survivors whose fate is unknown.

34 See for example, Vansina, J., Oral Tradition: A Study in Historical Methodology. Chicago and London: Aldine and Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1961
and his Oral Tradition as History, James Curry, 1985.

35 perth Gazette July 26, 1834, p. 326.

36 perth Gazette September 20, 1834, p. 359

37 Rupert Gerritsen, ‘The evidence for cohabitation between Indigenous Australians, marooned Dutch mariners and VOC passengers’, in Nonja
Peters (ed.), The Dutch down under, 1606-2006, University of Western Australia Press, Crawley 2006) 38-55.

38 Gregory A C, Inaugural Address, Proceedings of the Queensland Branch of the geographical Society of Australasia, 1, pp. 18-25. See also
Gregory, Augustus Charles, Journals_ of Australian explorations, .Adelaide : Libraries Board of South Australia, 1969 (1884). Daisy Bates wrote of
her encounters with Aboriginal people with ‘Dutch’ features, Bates, D., My Natives and I, Hesperian Press, Victoria Park WA, 2004, p. 118.
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according to Grey, they came across yam fields..., ‘as far as we could see’.3* He commented that ‘more had
been done here to secure a provision from the ground by hard labour than | could believe in the power of
‘uncivilised man’.”%

Explorer and surveyor Augustus Gregory later reported that the people from this region, the Nanda,
‘never dug a yam without planting the crown in the same hole’.** When they reached Hutt River on 5 April

Grey’s party noted passing the first of

‘two native villages, or, as the men termed them, towns, — the huts ... being much larger, more strongly
built, and very nicely plastered over the outside with clay, and clods of turf ...".*?

The first village was in fact only a matter of 200 metres or so from where the fresh water was located by
Pelsaert’s crew on the day they abandoned the two mutineers. Recent research estimates that this
settlement of permanent dome-shaped dwellings that could accommodate ten people, had an estimated
population of 290.%

Slide 15: Shipwreck Artifacts found to date
Slide 16: artifacts i.e. Leyden Tin

Artefact Indicators

Over time a range of objects and artifacts also turned up to provide even more tantalising clues that hint at
the survival of marooned. The unexplained uprights and poles from the Vergulde Draak mentioned earlier
by Waeckende Bouy search parties were chanced upon again in the mid-19t" century at three points along
the coast, along with a spectacular “incense urn”, that was handed over to the New Norcia Mission in 1846
by some Juat people who had found it at a well about 20 kilometres south of where the Vergulde Draeck
was wrecked.*

In 1890 kangaroo shooters stumbled on a mast, ‘about 40ft [12m]’ long, 25 kilometres north of the
wreck site. It is presumed to be part of the wreckage of the Gilt Dragon. They significantly also found a large
rusty iron pot of about 50 litres capacity, a couple of horn spoons, a copper shovel and two crescent-
shaped hatchets all indicating that it may have been one of the survivors’ camp sites.*

An extremely weathered, crumbling skeleton was found in 1931 in a small cave, which showed
signs of having been occupied at Eagles Nest. A clump of coins was found on the beach opposite the
Vergulde Draak wreck site at the same time. Both are presumed to have some relationship to the wreck.*®

Some Spanish coins and rusty hinges were also found in this locality in 1938.%” Another coin was
found on the banks of the Moore River, 65 kilometres inland, in 1957. And a single Spanish ducaton,
identical to those from the Zuytdorp, was given to a station manager, Charles Gill at Shark Bay in 1869 by an
aboriginal man who found it at Woomerangee Hill, 40 kilometres north of the Zuytdorp wreck site.*

39 G Grey, A journal of two expedition in north-west and western Australia during the years 1837-39, vol. 2, T. & W Boone, London, 1841, p. 12.
This was the first of numerous yam fields that existed at the time of British colonisation in the river valleys of the Geraldton region.

40 Grey, 1841, p.12.

41 AC Gregory, ‘Memorandum on the Aborigines of Australia’ in H L Roth,” On the Origin of Agriculture’, Journal of the Anthropological Institute
of Great Britain and Ireland, vol. 16, 1887, p. 131.

Gregory had in fact reported this first the previous year.

42 Grey, 1841, p. 19.

43 R Gerritsen, Nhanda villages of the Victoria District, Western Australia, Intellectual Property Publications, Canberra, 2002.

44 Gerritsen, 1994, pp. 49-50; A curious ‘Circle of Stones’, 5-6 metres in diameter with one or two of radiating lines, first seen in 1875 in very
inaccessible country 200 kilometres north of the Vergulde Draeck wreck site, is also thought to have possibly been constructed by the survivors
from that ship.** The Indigenous population in the area, the Juat, do not appear to have traditionally constructed stone arrangements, and it is
unlike any other stone arrangement in southern Western Australia. The location itself, unlike most other ceremonial sites, is quite inhospitable.
It is thought that perhaps the structure was created to indicate that the survivors had been there and the direction in which they intended to
proceed.

4 ibid., p. 52.

“¢ibid., p. 53-4.

47ibid., p. 53.

8 Inquirer and Commercial News, 12 May 1869, p. 12; Playford, 1959, p. 38-9.
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In 1971 photographer Tony Bell claimed to have found a stone cross laid out on the ground, graves,
fragments of green bottles and a ‘roofless stone hut’ to the north of the wreck site,* However, it is difficult
to link these with the survivors with any confidence.

An inscribed brass tin, known as a ‘Leyden Tobacco Tin’, similar to those found at other wreck sites,
was discovered at Wale Well, 55 kilometres north of the Zuytdorp wreck site in April 1990. It is thought to
possibly have come from a survivor of that wreck,’® but how it got there is uncertain. An unusual grave at
that location, found at the same time as the tobacco tin,*! could have some connection, but that too is
uncertain.

No other archaeological or observational evidence has yet come to light to provide us with any
certainty as to the ultimate fate of any of these marooned seafarers apart from those left by survivors of
the Batavia mutiny - the fort structures on West Wallabi and Beacon Islands. And Rock art while compelling
is less convincing than the land-based artifacts found at the Zuytdorp wreck site.

Slide 16: Walga Rock and ship
Slide 17: Rock cave art Bigge Island, off the Kimberly Coast.

The whereabouts of the Zuytdorp, began to be revealed in 1927 when material was found on a cliff-
face about 60 kilometres north of the Murchison River by stockman Tom Pepper.> However, it was not
until 1959 that the identity of the wreck was confirmed by Phillip Playford.>® It appeared the Zuytdorp had
struck the rocky platform at the base of the Zuytdorp Cliffs (580 km north of Perth), swung side-on and
came to rest against the rocky platform, eventually breaking up into three sections.>*

The discovery also of a considerable amount of material from the wreck on top of the cliffs as well
as the slopes would tend to establish that a proportion of the ship’s complement managed to get off the
stricken vessel and on to shore. These included cannon breech-blocks and lead sheeting, coins, large
bottles, navigational instruments, the remains of chests and barrels, a brass dish, clay pipes, callipers, pins,
writing slates, a pistol and musket balls.>

The fact that breech blocks and lead sheeting were among the things brought ashore again
suggests survivors had time to retrieve non-essential items, since initial efforts after a shipwreck are always
directed first to retrieving perishables such as food and water. This is consistent therefore with a scenario
of the ship remaining afloat for some time, and this too would have enabled most of the complement to
make it to the shore.

Closer to the wreck site researchers also stumbled onto two possibly three campsites and the ashes
of a large fire beacon. These indicators also tend to suggest survivors were present in the area for some
time after their ship was wrecked.*® This is a claim the Nanda and Malgana peoples of that
(Kalbarri/Geraldton/Shark Bay) region also make.

Slide 18: DNA Newspaper

NANDA, ORAL TRADITION AND ARCHIVES - LIEU DE MEMOIRE

4 The Sunday Times, 23 May 1971, p. 4. But see Henderson, 2007, p. 48.

50 playford, 1996, pp. 214-6.

51 The West Australian, 8 September 1990, p. 6.

52 There has been considerable debate about who first found the wreck in modern times. although he may have been directed there by
members of the Drage family See Playford, 1996, pp. 82-100; G Henderson, Unfinished voyages: Western Australian shipwrecks 1622 - 1850,
University of Western Australia Press, Crawley, 2007, pp. 47-8.

53 Playford, 1959.

54 Playford, 1996, pp. 115, 201-3.

55 Playford 1960:24-29; Gerritsen 1994a:36-7; Playford 1996:82-4,120-27.

56 Playford 1996:120-24.
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The oral history tradition of the Nanda and Malgana Aboriginals contains references to cohabitation with
Dutch mariners. | first came across this notion in 2005, when | met John Mallard, who runs a teaching unit
on Aboriginal Health at Curtin University of Technology in Perth, Western Australia. He claimed Dutch
heritage and had even been to Holland to connect with his ‘roots’. At our next meeting he brought along a
1941, Western Australian newspaper photograph of his grandfather with the Zuytdorp figurehead, which
had become an important part of his family’s history - a lieu de mémoire of cohabitation. The existence of
many light-skinned, with blue eyes and fair hair, Aborigines in Nanda folklore and the belief that there is
some truth to the legends is the basis upon which the National Library conducted interviews with Nanda for
their collection.

Slide 19: Genealogy showing Ellis van Creveld

During his growing years his family were still practicing many of the old ways. “My father and my
mother were introduced as a formal part of Aboriginal marriage. In this case four brothers were taken
across and met four sisters. My father and his younger brother were successfully matched with my mother
and her sister, and the two other brothers and two sisters weren’t a successful match, so the brothers were
taken across to Mullewa later and met two sisters from another family and that was a successful match. So,
you had two lots of brothers marrying two lots of sisters.

John acquired his information about cohabitation from his grandfather, “... | was a very inquisitive
child and always asked questions and | got that information via him, but | also got information about this
from my mother, who is from the Wadjarri. She tells a story about white fellas, going way back, that was
walking up one of the rivers through where Mullewa is now...."” Pastoral settlement took place in the region
between Shark Bay and the Murchison, but although traditional society no longer existed by the 1920s, the
oral traditions about cohabitation among the Nanda persist into the present.

Collective identity is based on the elective processes of memory, so that a given group recognises
itself through its memory of a common past.>” That common past, sustained through time into the present,
is what gives continuity, cohesion and coherence to a community. To be a community, a family, a religious
or ethnic community involves an embeddedness in its past and, consequently, in the memory texts through
which that past is mediated.

In this instance is supported by genealogical information that links the Councillor and Mallard
families via Sarah Feast, who first married Charles Mallard and after his death Barrowa (John Oona
Councillor). These families also record Ellis van Creveld syndrome.

The other Aboriginal group who may share a common past with the Dutch are the Noongars.
Nyungars live in the south-west corner of Western Australia. The Vergulde Draak, whose 68 survivors were
never found, was wrecked on the coast of Noongar country. Their country butts onto that of the Nanda.

A further clue that it may have taken place comes from an 1833 article in the Perth Gazette newspaper
that mentions the Aboriginal man Yagan, “a subject of terror to the white people, who yet commanded
their admiration” was seen in Perth with his two sons, estimated to be around 9 and 11 who, the journalist
notes answer to the names Narli and ‘Willem’. The journalist who estimated Yagan’s height to be over 1.8
metres tall, also described him as ‘having a greater stature than the average aboriginal, “head and
shoulders above his fellows — in mind as well as in body”. More compelling even than these physical
indicators are medical research.

Several other reports over many years (1830s to 1945) attest to some aborigines in the region
having fair skin and European facial features. Others talk of albinos. For example, between 1890 and 1945,
newspapers around Australia at various times carried articles about an albino Aborigine from the La Grange
area near Broome called Jungan or Jan Gun. An article in 1934 recounts recollections of 40 years earlier by
Miss K. McPhee, the daughter of Mr Alex McPhee, the owner of La Grange Pastoral Station, who she
claimed her father had ‘discovered’ Jan Gun (Jungun). She also mentioned she owned an enlarged photo of
Jan Gun that had a lock of his reddish-brown hair attached to it.>® The newspaper journalist who wrote the

57 Michael Piggott, “Archives and memory”, in: Sue McKemmish, Michael Piggott, Barbara Reed and Frank Upward (eds.), Archives:
Recordkeeping in Society (Charles Sturt University, Wagga Wagga 2005) 299-328.
58 The Queensland Observer, 22 October 1898; Argus West Australian,
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article speculates that Jan Gun (Jungun) could be the offspring of the lost explorer Leichardt. It appears that
Jan Gun was considered so exotic in fact that he was displayed at numerous venues around Australia
including the Victorian Waxworks Museum.

Folkloric tradition of the times also reported group of Albinos as purportedly seen on the plains
behind Hall’'s Creek and Wave Hill. On Saturday 3 February 1890, the West Australian Newspaper ran an
article by E.H. on Pieter Ngarras, an aboriginal who displayed European features”. It notes:

With a great blonde beard, not white but bright golden, sturdy sinuous limbs decidedly bandy, a noble,
girth and a passion for the. sea— none of these aboriginal characteristics, Provided that there is the same
'strong. - atavistic tendency among, white races as there are among the negroid and Asiatic, Pieter is quite
possibly, an amazing throw-back over 14 or 15 generations to the early Dutchmen, it may be to the two
desperadoes marooned by Pelsart near Champion Bay in '1627. The supposition is not an absurdity in that
Mendel himself allows the passing of 17 generations for the verification of his theories. Residents of Shark
Bay have assured me that Pieter's forebears were all typical aborigines, and his ancient sister Mithie, the
only, other full-blood that now exists there, is unremarkable. With a hollow nose and black skin
incongruous with his white characteristics, this man spends his life cruising the shallow waters of Hamelin
Pool, where he is well known as a 'hard case' of the stations. His most cherished possession is a little dinghy
which he has fitted with a mast and' sail, and in which and on which he is eternally working— a trait in itself
most un-aboriginal, harking right back to the Eendracht, the Vergulde Draecke and other adventurers who
scoured those seas in the dawn of our history, with many crews marooned and shipwrecked there.

Among the most prominent genetic indicators upon which journalists speculated that cohabitation with
Europeans had possibly occurred before colonisation by Britain - were tallness and baldness. This firstly
based on the observation that northern Europeans are relatively tall and the impression,>® drawing on very
limited evidence, that the Aboriginal people from the upper Murchison and Gascoyne Rivers, and from
Shark Bay to the north west coast, were also relatively tall, the latter populations particularly.®® Baldness
appears to have been uncommon in all Aboriginal populations except along the Murray River in south-
eastern Australia.’! However, anecdotal evidence indicates it was a feature in the central west of Western
Australia, from the coast to the western edge of the Western Desert.®? Surveyor Phillip Chauncy
commented that in the 1840s and 1850s the “only bald natives | ever saw were the warran [yam] diggers
[of the central west coast region].

The most dramatic, albeit unverified, claim of unusual physical attributes of Aboriginal populations
from the central west of Western Australia arose in 1861 when the Perth Gazette reported:

“From Champion Bay [Geraldton] we hear that a tribe of natives have made their appearance at the
eastern most sheep stations upon the north branch of the Upper Irwin [River®®], who differ essentially from
the aborigines previously known, in being fair complexioned with long light coloured hair flowing down to
their shoulders, fine robust figures and handsome features: their arms are spears ... which they throw
underhanded.”®

Diseases associated with Cohabitation

Porphyria Variegata and Ellis van Creveld are two syndromes that have been associated with cohabitation.
These syndromes are the result of founder effect in their respective communities the Mennonites of

%9 No specific study was done of height in traditional Aboriginal societies in Western Australia, so this argument relies upon fragmentary records
and observations.

0 Gerritsen 1994a:76-7.

61 Birdsell 1972:506.

62 Gerritsen 1994a:75-6.

63 Approximately 100 km east of Geraldton.

4 Perth Gazette 9 August 1861, p.2.
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Lancaster County, USA and the South African population. In population genetics, the founder effect is the
loss of genetic variation that occurs when a new population is established by a very small number of
individuals from a larger population in isolated human populations such as the Amish and Aborigines.®®

Biodiversity is often used as a measure of the health of biological systems.... from effectively zero.
Considered a lead for some time was information from an American woman who had married an Aborigine
from the Shark Bay region. She informed researchers her husband died from a rare metabolic disease called
porphyria variegata. This appears to genetically link Aborigines from the area to Afrikaner progenitors of
the diseases. The Zuytdorp is known to have arrived at the Cape in March 1712, where it took on extra
crew. It is thought a son of the progenitors may have been among them.

The genealogical studies of Dean and Barnes suggested that the gene for the South African form of
variegate porphyria was introduced into South Africa in 1688, when two Dutch settlers, Gerrit Jansz van
Deventer and Adriaantje Ariens married in Cape Town. This has now been proven most South African
patients carry a single founder mutation, and haplotype analysis of the ancestral chromosomes has
confirmed a relationship with Dutch families with variegate porphyria. In the years following 1688 the gene
spread widely through South African populations and is common amongst South Africans of Dutch ancestry,
whatever their race or home language.®® In 2002, researchers from the Biochemistry Section of QEll in
Perth together in collaboration with researchers from the Department of Genetics University of
Stellenbosch analysed 296 cases of porphyria in WA between 1978 and 1998, that included three
Aborigines. They concluded that the mutations causing variegate porphyria in the Western Australian
Aboriginal population occur sporadically and were not inherited from shipwrecked sailors. (Intern Med J
2002; 32: 445-450).%7

Ellis van Creveld

Another rare genetic feature among the Nanda is Ellis van Creveld syndrome (chondroectodermal
dysplasia). The many symptoms that characterise this autosomal recessive syndrome include highly visual
polydactylism, the growth of extra fingers and toes. The syndrome has increased incidence among persons
of Old Order Amish of Pennsylvania descent, especially those from Lancaster county.®® In the general
population of the United States, the frequency is 1 case per 60,000 live births, whereas among persons of
the Old Order Amish, the incidence is estimated at 5 cases per 1000 live births. The frequency of carriers in
this population may be as high as 13 per cent. ® Goldblatt et al documented the second highest incidence
of Ellis van Creveld to be among the Aboriginal population in the south-west of Western Australia who have
a purported carrier prevalence of 1/39 live births.

Goldblatt et al implied the syndrome was introduced by Dutch seafarers.”® Goldblatt et al reported
on two children with Ellis-van Creveld syndrome in the Mallard (Nanda) extended kindred of Western
Australian Aboriginal descent. A further two family members with isolated postaxial polydactyly of the feet
(as probable heterozygous manifestations of the Ellis-van Creveld gene). These male and female second
cousins both had short limbs, postaxial polydactyly and cardiac malformations. Goldblatt et al, proposed
that founder effect and random genetic drift resulted in a relatively high frequency of the Ellis-van Creveld

55 |t was first fully outlined by Ernst Mayr in 1952, using existing theoretical work by those such as Sewell Wright. Sewall Green Wright
(December 21, 1889 — March 3, 1988) was an American geneticist known for his influential work on evolutionary theory and for his work on
path analysis. With R. A. Fisher and J.B.S. Haldane, he was a founder of theoretical population genetics. He is the discoverer of the inbreeding
coefficient and of methods of computing it in pedigrees. He extended this work to populations, computing the amount of inbreeding of
members of populations as a result of random genetic drift.

56 University of Cape Town website - www.pophyria.uct.ac.za/professional/prof-vp...).

67 E. Rossi, C. Y. B. Chin, J. P. Beilby, H. F. J. Waso and L. Warnich, ‘Variegate porphyria in Western Australian Aboriginal patients’ Biochemistry
Section, Path Centre, QE Il Medical Centre, Nedlands, Western Australia, Australia and Department of Genetics, University of Stellenbosch,
Stellenbosch, South Africa. http://wwws3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/118962878/abstract?CRETRY=1&SRETRY=0

%8 Ellis van Creveld syndrome, also known as 'chondroectodermal dysplasia', is a rare genetic disorder characterized by short-limb dwarfism,
polydactyly (additional fingers or toes), malformation of the bones of the wrist, dystrophy of the fingernails, partial harelip, cardiac
malformation and often prenatal eruption of the teeth...

69 McKusick, Victor A ‘Ellis-van Creveld syndrome and the Amish’, Nature Genetics 24, 203 - 204 (2000);
www.emedicine.com/ped/topic660.htm).

70 Goldblatt, JC Minutillo, PJ and J Hurst.1992. Ellis-van Creveld syndrome in a Western Australian Aboriginal community, Postaxial polydactyly as
heterogenous manifestation, Medical Journal of Australia, 157: 271-272.
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gene in the Aboriginal people of Western Australia. The apical ancestor of these families is a Nanda woman
Alice McMurray who was married first to Charles Mallard Jnr and later to John Councillor of the Naaguja
Peoples of the Hutt River area. They are also related to the Drage family in Carnarvon.

The progenitors among the Amish in Lancaster county are Samuel King descended from an
Anabaptist family of Steffisburg, Bern, known as Kéng or Kiing (in Bernese dialect, equivalent of German
Alsace Konig also spelled Koenig).

They had five daughters and two sons, Hans (b. 1684) and Samuel (b. 1689), either of whom could
have been the father of Samuel Kénig/King (b. c 1724). Samuel K6ng was an Anabaptist. In December 1744,
Samuel and his brothers Jacob and Christian migrated to Philadelphia. In 1750 Samuel married Anna Yoder
(b. 1728 in Europe) in Berks county. He died on Jan 16, 1777, he and his wife having produced 12 or
possibly 14 children. It is thought that about 12% of the Amish Mennonite population of Lancaster County
have the surname King and are the descendants of Samuel and Anna.

The Old Order Amish derive from the Dutch Mennonite sect of the Anabaptist groups formed in
Switzerland and elsewhere during the Reformation, whose members began migrating to the USA in 1683 to
escape persecution in Europe. It is hypothesized that if a common genetic link between both the Amish and
Aboriginal populations can be established it is highly likely that Europeans, probably Netherlanders,
introduced it.

In any case there were significant Dutch Mennonite populations throughout the Netherlands at the
time and in particular a large one at Franeker, which is located opposite Texel on the mainland.

Germans in the VOC

Highly acclaimed journalist, Roelof van Gelder notes that of the nearly one million people in service
to the VOC in Asia between 1602-1795, globally fifty per cent were foreigner (to the Netherlands). Of these
Germans comprised by far the largest number.”* VOC crews contained numerous Germans looking to make
good in the booming Netherlands Golden Age economy. On arrival many were told a stint on a VOC ship
would set them up financially. The composition of the Zuytdorp crew reflects van Gelder’s thesis. However,
of the 286 on board when the ships left the Netherlands, 112 died enroute to the Cape, another 22 were
sick on arrival. The Zuytdorp waited at the Cape for the 22 to be nursed back to health and also recruited
the number lost enroute from the local garrison. However, there are no records as to who they were.
Hence, we are working very much in the dark.

Slide 20: Ethnic composition of soldiers on board Zuytdorp
Ethnic Composition of the Zuytdorp
Soldiers Shipping List 1711/12
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VOC Archives The Hague.

71 Roelof van Gelder, Het Oost Indisch avontuur: Duitsers in dienst van de VOC, Sun; Nijmegen, 1996.
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Slide 21: Cartoon traded genes?

Geneticists

The genetics researchers will use Y-chromosome and mitochondrial DNA markers to determine the
ancestral composition of each population and determine the level of relatedness between them. Recent
discovery of the E-vC gene, its mutations and mitochondria should lead to a better understanding of the
probabilities that EvC is linked to cohabitation!”? The results of these activities will be collated to
demonstrate conclusively that the traditional stories of the Nanda and other relevant narrative traditions
regarding their Dutch ancestry are accurate or not. The various genetic data collected will be analysed
under the supervision of Dr Jack Goldblatt et al at Princess Margaret Hospital and Dr Vanessa Hayes of the
Sydney Children’s cancer laboratories.”® Barry Marshall group. WE NEED TO LOCATE A SPONSOR WILLING
TO SINK 300,000 INTO THE PROJECT.

CONCLUSION

Early European voyages of exploration and expansion were very expensive affairs. Yet private investors and
government authorities had strong motives to underwrite the expeditions and outfit them with the latest
nautical technology. The voyages of exploration paid large dividends: they enabled European mariners to
chart the world’s ocean basins and develop an accurate understanding of world geography. On the basis of
that knowledge, European merchants and mariners established global networks of communication,
transportation, and exchange—and profited handsomely from their efforts. This was also often achieved
via highly aggressive behaviour, motivated by their belief in their right to monopolise specific resources.

Cultural Diplomacy
From the reciprocal gifts of ancient rulers to modern-day Expos, culture has been used as a way for leaders
and countries to show who they are, assert their power and build lasting relationships. But in foreign policy,
so often dominated by realpolitik thinking, culture and cultural exchange are often regarded as being
desirable, but not essential. A common view is that, while cultural diplomacy can help establish and support
working relationships between countries, it is strictly subordinate to the harder stuff of laws and treaties,
bilateral negotiations, multilateral structures and military capability. While culture plays a role in
diplomacy, there remains a stark contrast between the amount of attention, money and column inches
devoted to this area, compared with more formal diplomacy.

Cultural Diplomacy argues that today, more than ever before, culture has a vital role to play in international
relations. This stems from the wider, connective and human values that culture has culture is both the
means by which we come to understand others, and an aspect of life with innate worth that we enjoy and
seek out. Cultural exchange gives us the chance to appreciate points of commonality and, where there are

72 Chen & Laufer-Cahana 2006.

73 Twelve y-chromosome markers (six single nucleotide polymorphism markers and six short tandem repeats” will be analysed in male samples
with genotypes determined using restriction site polymorphisms.”® Haplotypes will be defined according to the evolutionary relationships of the
markers and the standard Y chromosome consortium mutation-based nomenclature (Y chromosome consortium 2002). To identify
complementary female origins and diversity, the mtDNA hypervariable sequence 1 (HVS-1) will be amplified using primers L15996 and H1640173
with M13 (121) and M13 reverse sequence primers attached to the 5’-end of each primer respectively. HSV-1 haplotype diversity will be
determined according to Nei”® with the average number of nucleotide submissions per site between pairs of sequences calculated using the
model by Tamura and Nei’. The samples also will be screened for the mtDNA 9-bp deletion, which is in the COII/tRNAY: intergenic region.
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differences, to understand the motivations and humanity that underlie them. As identity politics exert an
increasing influence on domestic and international exchanges, these attributes make culture a critical
forum for negotiation and a medium of exchange in finding shared solutions. Cultural contact provides a
forum for unofficial political relationship-building: it keeps open negotiating channels with countries where
political connections are in jeopardy and helps to recalibrate relationships for changing times with
emerging powers such as India and China. In the future, alliances are just as likely to be forged along lines
of cultural understanding as they are on economic or geographic ones.

EXAMPLE

The Library is working closely with the National Library of China (NLC) for a major exhibition in the 2015-
2016 summer period. The Chair noted that the new director of the NLC is keen for foreign cultural
exchanges, which aligns well with Prime Minister Abbott’s interest in re-engaging and strengthening ties
with China.

European explorers and those who followed them established links between all lands and peoples of the
world. Interaction between peoples in turn resulted in an unprecedented volume of exchange across the
boundary lines of societies and cultural regions. Some of that exchange involved biological species: plants,
food crops, animals, human populations, and disease pathogens all spread to regions they had not
previously visited. These biological exchanges had differing and dramatic effects on human populations,
destroying some of them through epidemic diseases while enlarging others through increased food supplies
and richer diets.

In preserving Dutch Australians’ cultural heritage for posterity, and viewing it, as an “active long-term and

ongoing contribution to the evolving narrative of Australian identity, Australian nationhood and the
Australian politic” is a powerful strategy for a host country to utilise to help newcomers in the bonding

process while providing a rich resource for bilateral relationship and heritage tourism.



